LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP

30th October, 2008
Sure Start Children’s Centre,

Longshaw Drive,

Little Hulton


Meeting commenced:
4.00 p.m. 
"
ended:
6.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor E. Burgoyne 
– 
in the Chair

Councillors Lindley, Smyth, L. Turner and N. Turner



Vincent Nash


–
Neighbourhood Manager




Inspector Jonathan Kelly 
–
Greater Manchester Police



Chris Findley


}
Sustainable Regeneration Directorate



Claire Thorn


}




Matthew Doherty

}




Paul Gill


–
Chief Executive Directorate




Claire Edwards 

–
Committee Administrator

27.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Devine, Miller and Ryan.

28.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th September, 2008, were approved as a correct record.
29.
MINUTES OF COMMUNITY COMMITTEE HELD ON 29TH SEPTEMBER, 2008
The minutes of the meeting of the Little Hulton and Walkden Community Committee, held on 29th September, 2008, were noted.  Reference was made to the following:-

· Minute 20(h) – Building Schools for the Future
Reference was made to the changes to the plans for the new Walkden High School site that had been reported at the meeting, and the concern that had been expressed that all the Ward Councillors had not been informed of the changes.  It was reported that contact had since been made with the BSF Team in respect of this matter, who had indicated that Members had not been made aware of the changes at that time as the information had been confidential.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

30.
COMMUNITY SAFETY UPDATE
Members thanked Inspector Kelly for the bulletins that he had been circulating to them on a regular basis and indicated that they had found the information very useful.

Inspector Kelly reported that (a) he was meeting regularly with Vincent Nash and Abi Winstanley, (b) Operation Brocade was now running on a Saturday night, in addition to Friday night, and (c) Members were welcome to accompany the police on Operation Brocade on a Friday or Saturday night.
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(3) THAT Members inform Inspector Kelly should they wish to accompany the police on Operation Brocade.

31.
SSCF UPDATE
Vincent Nash reported that a presentation was to be given to the Local Strategic Partnership regarding the projects that had been successful in Little Hulton.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.
32.
CORE STRATEGY
Chris Findley provided an introduction in respect of the Core Strategy, explaining that the document would provide the overall spatial strategy for Salford’s evolution over the period up to 2027.

Claire Thorn gave a presentation with regard to the Core Strategy, during which reference was made to the following:-

·  What is the Core Strategy?

·  What will be in the Core Strategy?

·  What are we consulting on?

·  The 4 options

· Option 1 = Where we are heading, focus high density development in the regional centre.

· Option 2 = Moderate change in approach, slightly less development in the regional centre.

· Option 3 = Maximising opportunities across the city, less development to the regional centre, more in Salford West.

· Option 4 = Major Greenfield release, significantly higher level of development in Salford West.

·  Key issues for Little Hulton and Walkden:

· Housing
· Cutacre site
· Area of major change

· Renewable energy

· Infrastructure

· Community Facilities

·  Consultation process
·  Core Strategy production process
·  Strategic options key diagram

A discussion took place, during which reference was made to the following:-

·  The need for the current national financial situation to be taken into account.
·  The gradual replacement of the UDP.
·  Burgess Farm, which was no longer earmarked for housing, as it had been in the last UDP – Chris Findley explained that it had been taken out because it was felt that it was no longer needed, and because it was Greenfield land.
·  The potential for a train station to be located in Little Hulton, which had been included in the UDP – Members agreed that this possibility should still be considered.
·  The need for relevant facilities, such as school places, to be available near to family housing developments – reference was made to (a) the fact that it would be necessary to explain, as part of the Core Strategy process, how development would be supported by infrastructure, and (b) changes that had occurred in household structure, with more people living alone in larger properties.

·  Plans that had previously been referred to regarding the development of a strategy in relation to the building of homes for the elderly.

Claire Thorn reported that a leaflet summarising the Core Strategy and the processes involved, together with a questionnaire which was to be completed and returned to the City Council, would be delivered to every household in the near future.

RESOLVED:
THAT arrangements be made for copies of the above leaflet to be available for information (a) at the next meeting of the Community Committee, and (b) in the One Stop Shop.

33.
SALFORD WEST FRAMEWORK – TOWN CENTRES
Paul Gill provided information regarding Walkden Town Centre (please refer to attached presentation).  He reported that a Task Group had been established in June 2008 in order to consider how Walkden Town Centre could be improved.  He informed Members that, following consultation, it was planned that some ‘quick wins’ would be developed and implemented, and a strategy would be developed.

The following problems were raised:-

· the poor condition of the site of the former Walkden Library,
· the general appearance of the area – litter, broken paving stones, etc.,
· too many takeaways in the area,

· the poor appearance of the recycling area in Tesco car park.

The following improvements were suggested:-

· using the large space near to Quality Save for children’s activities, tea dances, etc.,
· increasing the number of shops – re-opening empty shops,

· improving the quality and choice of shops and products,
· increasing enforcement action against people dropping litter.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information and comments be noted.


(2) THAT Abi Winstanley be asked to check whether the Environmental Services Directorate has the contract in respect of the recycling area in Tesco car park.

34.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP BOARD
Vincent Nash reported that the next meeting of the Neighbourhood Partnership Board was to be held on 18th November, 2008 at 10.00 a.m.
35.
ONE STOP SHOP
Vincent Nash reported that it was planned that the One Stop Shop would be relocating to Units 42 and 44 on Little Hulton Precinct during the week commencing 3rd November, 2008.

36.
DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS GROUP PROGRESS
Vincent Nash reported that the group was making good progress and it was noted that driver feedback signs were to be erected in the area in the near future.
37.
GATEWAY PROJECT/RACE AND HATE CRIME
Vincent Nash reported that an educational project was being undertaken with pupils at Harrop Fold High School with regard to the circumstances that had led to refugees coming to live in Little Hulton.  He indicated that the next re-settlement session would be supported by the police, City West Housing Trust and other partner agencies.
RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

38.
LOW BRIDGE SIGNS
Councillor L Turner reported that warning signs were now in place on the East Lancs. Road in relation to the low bridge located on Walkden Road, however, the signs were obscured by trees, of which he had informed Urban Vision.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted. 
39.
CCTV CAMERAS
Reference was made to a presentation regarding CCTV cameras across Salford that had been given by Hannah Raikes, Arson Reduction Officer, at a meeting of the Local Partnership Delivery Group.

RESOLVED:
THAT copies of the above presentation be circulated to Members of the Political Executive Group.

PAGE  
5
R:\status\working\admin\pmin\lwpm301008.doc

