Little Hulton and Walkden Neighbourhood

Neighbourhood Report, July 2009 

Update from Neighbourhood Team 

SNAP (Sustainable Neighbourhood Action Project) will be coming to Little Hulton Ward week commencing 28th September 2009 this will comprise of an intense week of action by a range of partner agencies to drive down crime and related nuisance and to provide public reassurance.   
Environment Task Group 

This was previously named the Open Space task Group but it was felt the name change was needed to reflect the different issues this task group discusses.  The main priorities of the task group are In Bloom, improving the street scene in terms of litter and hot spots and play areas and parks.   The in bloom initiative has proved very successful with floral displays at Little Hulton District Centre, Hilton Lane crossroads and Walkden Town Centre.  There have been a few slight acts of vandalism but on the whole it has been very successful and positive feedback has been received. 

One of the task groups’ priorities is to work with local schools on educational litter awareness projects.  Harrop Fold School recently took part in this and carried out litter picks on the Loop Line, whilst there is a planned Environmental awareness day at Dukesgate Primary School. Working in partnership with the Waster Awareness officer the task group plans to hold a series of these types of events with schools across the neighbourhood. 

A number of  play areas across the city have been identified as sites to spend playbuilder funding to improve and enhance  the quality of the play equipment.  Within this neighbourhood Whittle Street play area has been identified as the site to spend the funding during 2009-10.  The neighbourhood team have been working closely with Children’s Services to consult with residents and plan a  Consultation event,  to  be held at Ellesmere Shopping Centre on 23rd June, 2:30pm to 4:30pm.   The Environment Task Group are also intending to identify further sites in the neighbourhood for funding to be allocated during 2010 -11
Highways Devolved

The Task Group have currently received a number of suggestions of schemes to spend the devolved budget.  

Feasibility studies are currently being drawn up to make  improvements to Manchester Road/Cleggs Lane crossroads  and also Peel Lane traffic/parking measures.

The task group will also be considering a request to fund the surfacing of a stretch of Hilltop Road, Walkden 
There is still £10,000 Maintaining the Asset money available to spend in the neighbourhood, although this was previously agreed that this years allocation be spent in Walkden South as last years was spent in Little Hulton and Walkden North 
The neighbourhood team have devised a request sheet and all requests for schemes must now be submitted via this form.

Youth Task Group
At the last youth task group it was agreed that it would be useful to have more of an holistic picture of what activities are being provided for young people in the area from both the public and voluntary sector.  It was also felt it would be useful if the task group had an idea of what the total cost of this provision was.  The group agreed that a way forward was to plot all the data on a map that would show facilities for young people, activities being provided for young people and current youth hotspots.  It was felt this would also be a useful tool to direct other agencies who work in the area where gaps in provision maybe and therefore encourage them the to fill the gap. 
£8000 PAYP funding (positive activities for young people) has been allocated to each neighbourhood area for the youth task group to receive Expressions of Interest from interested parties to deliver activities for young people during the summer holidays.   
The youth task group has recommended the following projects to PAYP:

Child Action Northwest - £1068 for young persons mobile health unit 

Fairbridge -£1000 for activities for young people currently working with from Neighbourhood 

Salford Reds -£1250 for summer activities

Youth Service - £4650 for summer activities 

Cohesion Task Group
This task group has now met three times and appears to be going from strength to strength.  The aim of the task group is to bring people together from different backgrounds, cultures and religions to plan events, share experiences and create awareness and understanding  of each other within the local community.   The Welcome to Little Hulton leaflet and the Escape to Safety project are two clear successes of the group, whilst recently the group have organised events around Refugee Week. 

Little Hulton Trainers and Traders Association 
The neighbourhood team are working with partners to establish a Trainers and Traders Association for Little Hulton District Centre.  The first meeting was on 2nd July and aims to bring together all partners for the district centre together to discuss concerns about the centre, plan improvements and organise events that increase footfall and raise its profile
Area Based Grant
There is £12,000 available for community groups, organisations and agencies in the  Little Hulton and Walkden neighbourhood, available in maximum amounts of £1000.   This is a revenue grant that supports running costs rather than funding capital projects.  An application form has been devised and circulated, applications will be assessed at budget group.
Family Domestic Violence Project 
The project aims to support families who are experiencing domestic violence or abuse.  Area Based Grant has enabled the project delivered by Relate to be continued in the Little Hulton ward.  The service is being delivered in Little Hulton Library on Thursday afternoons
Neighbourhood Partnership Board (NPB)
The NPB has agreed its priorities should focus on;

Worklessness

The Environment

Tackling Anti Social Behaviour

Working with Young People

Work will now be focused on developing projects and strategies that  aim to tackle these priorities 

