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-
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Denis Healey


-
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-
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-
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-
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J. Stewart


}
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E. Stewart


}
Sue Bleakley


}
Stan Bleakley

}
Richard Carvath

-
Possible PPC for area
Insp. Jonathan Kelly
-
Greater Manchester Police
Ailsa Cranna


-
Salford Advertiser
Abi Winstanley

-
City West Housing Trust
OFFICERS:
Tom McDonald 

-
Area Co-ordinator



Vincent Nash


-
Neighbourhood Manager



Andrew Meadows

-
Neighbourhood Development Officer


Chris Tucker


-
Community Development Worker



Glenis Harrison

-
Youth Service



Danielle Morecroft

-
Salford Community Leisure

Thomas Jones

-
Environmental Education Officer
Joseph Palframan

-
Ranger Team
Joe Mullen


-
Drug and Alcohol Team
Paulette Holness

-
Community Health and Social Care


Claire Edwards

-
Committee Administrator
42.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Miller and M. Bonney, Cath Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. Houghton, Sylvia Philips, J. Reynolds and J. Schofield.

43.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting of the Little Hulton and Walkden Community Committee, held on 24th November, 2008, were agreed as a correct record.
44.
MATTER ARISING

(a)
Minute 39 – Park Road, Walkden
With regard to the problems that were reported involving double parking and cars being parked on the pavement on the above road, it was indicated that the City Council only had powers with regard to double yellow lines, and that dangerous or obstructive parking was dealt with by the police.
RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(b)
Minute 39 – Bolton Road, Walkden
With regard to the problems that were being caused by cars being parked on double yellow lines whilst drivers used the cash machines, it was reported that, for legal reasons, an observation period of two minutes was required, which meant that once the attendant had entered the details of a particular vehicle, the machine would not print a ticket until two minutes later, by which time the driver would have had time to return to the car and drive off before the ticket could be issued.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

44.
MINUTES OF POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP HELD ON 13TH JANUARY, 2009
The minutes of the meeting of the Political Executive Group held on 13th January, 2009, were noted.

45.
DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD ON 22ND JANUARY, 2009
The minutes of the Devolved Highways meeting, held on 22nd January, 2009, were noted.
46.
CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR UPDATE
Inspector Kelly informed the Community Committee that there had been an increase in the number of burglaries in the area, the majority of which had resulted from doors being left unlocked.  He indicated that significant arrests had been made which were likely to address this problem.

Inspector Kelly reported that Operation Brocade continued to take place on Friday and Saturday evenings and he indicated that the police were working closely with the Sports Development Worker and the Youth Service with regard to targeting perpetrators of anti social behaviour and attempting to engage them in activities.
Councillor Pennington referred to problems that had taken place at Walkden Gateway which had involved incidents of anti social behaviour and damage having been caused to the building.  He reported that a group of young people were congregating outside the Gateway, particularly on a Friday evening, and questioned whether the security arrangements at the building were adequate.

Inspector Kelly confirmed that the police were aware of the above problems.  He reported that an office had been made available at the Gateway for a Community Support Officer to use and he assured the Community Committee that the situation was being monitored by the police.

It was noted that (a) Salford PCT were aware of the problems that had taken place at the Gateway, (b) the peak time for incidents of anti social behaviour, in addition to Friday evenings, was between 3.30 p.m. and 5.30 p.m., and (c) work was being undertaken with local schools regarding this matter.

Reference was made to two properties in the area which were suspected to be operating as brothels and a query was raised as to whether such premises were monitored by the police.
Inspector Kelly stated that the police acted upon intelligence that was received from members of the public and he encouraged members of the Community Committee to report any concerns that they had about anything in their area to the police.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.
47. FORMER WALKDEN LIBRARY
Glenis Harrison informed the Community Committee that (a) following the last meeting, work had been undertaken with regard to the feasibility of services for young people being relocated to the former Walkden Library, (b) an investigation in relation to the costs that would be involved had indicated that £180,000 would be required to address the maintenance backlog, together with £182,000 to bring the building back into use and a further £30,000 running costs, which amounted to a total of £392,000, (c) it would not be possible for the Youth Service to commit to such a level of funding, and (d) given the poor condition of the premises that were currently being used, the Youth Service would continue to look for alternative accommodation in the area.

Councillor Lindley thanked Glenis Harrison for the work that she had carried out.  He expressed his disappointment that the funding was not available as he felt that this was a missed opportunity for the building to be used by the community.  He reported that the possibility of services for young people being relocated to the former Walkden Library had previously been raised, when it became known that the building was to become vacant approximately three years earlier.  He suggested that a funding plan could have begun to be developed by the Social Care Directorate at that time and he expressed his view that a maintenance backlog had built up due to the building having been neglected since then.  He stated that he was very disappointed for the young people of the area and he pledged his support to Glenis Harrison and her team with regard to looking for an alternative building in the area.

Adrian Dunning stated that the above development would be a disappointment to people beyond the Little Hulton and Walkden Community Committee area as it was likely that young people from Worsley and Boothstown would also have used services at the building.

Tom McDonald informed the Community Committee that the maintenance backlog had not built up because of neglect.  He explained that the building was not well designed and a calculated judgement had been made that it would not be the best use of public funds to spend the amount of money that was required on the building.  He referred to the high level of investment that there had been in libraries across the city and he emphasised the need to work together in order to find a better option for the area.
RESOLVED:
THAT the information and comments be noted.

48. WALKDEN GATEWAY
Vincent Nash reported that consideration of this item had been postponed until the next meeting of the Community Committee.  He explained that the Gateway Centres reported to a joint Partnership Board, the first meeting of which was to be held on 30th January, 2009, at which the board would be arranging for a suitable person, who represented both the City Council and Salord PCT, to attend the next meeting.

Councillor Pennington expressed concern regarding (a) the concrete blocks that were present in front of the Gateway and along the entire stretch of Smith Street, (b) the absence of any sign or road marking to indicate the turning point that was situated on Smith Street, which was resulting in drivers parking their cars in it, despite the presence of double yellow lines, (c) the large amount of litter that was located in ‘ginnels’ running from Bolton Road to Alfred Street, and (d) cars being parked on the car park whilst their occupants visited the Ellesmere Centre or Tesco.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the above concerns be forwarded to the appropriate representative in order for a response to be provided at the next meeting of the Community Committee.


(2) THAT enquiries be made as to which organisation was responsible for cleaning up the area outside the building with a view to the litter being removed from the above ‘ginnels’ as soon as possible.

49. CITY WEST HOUSING TRUST
Abi Winstanley gave a presentation regarding City West Housing Trust during which specific reference was made to the following:-

· The story so far

· Areas covered by City West

· About us

· Regulation

· Board Members

· Funding

· Partners

· Working together

A discussion took place during which reference was made to the following:-

· City West’s lettings policy, which it was felt did not make allowances for out of the ordinary situations - such as cases where people were to be evicted from their homes through no fault of their own.

· Whether it would be possible for details of the maintenance programmes that were planned for the estates in the area to be publicised.
· The good work that had been undertaken by City West in relation to sheltered accommodation surveys that had been carried out.

· Work that was being undertaken with a disabled group regarding how the trust made provision to meet the needs of disabled people.
Abi Winstanley reported that (a) City West had a Service Level Agreement with the City Council with regard to their lettings policy, as the organisation did not currently have the capacity to develop their own policy, (b) discussions took place with tenants prior to any maintenance programme being undertaken, (c) work was currently being carried out on a database which, following the inputting of a post code, would indicate the work that was planned for that particular area, and (d) it was anticipated that this database would be available in the near future.
RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

50. HISTORY OF BLACKLEACH
Phil Hagerty gave a presentation which outlined the events that had taken place, and the work that had been undertaken by a large number of volunteers over many years, that had transformed the area into the country park that it was today.

Reference was made to the work that was being carried out at Ashton Fields and the opportunities that existed to form links between the two sites.
Reference was made to Whittle Brook Reservoir and it was reported that the reservoir had recently been sold by the Coal Board to a developer in southern England.  Concern was expressed that local residents did not know about this matter until the reservoir had been sold by the Coal Board.
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Phil Hagerty be thanked for all the work he had undertaken during the many years that he had been a volunteer at Blackleach Country Park.


(2) THAT anybody wishing to obtain a copy of the above presentation inform Phil Hagerty following the conclusion of the meeting.

51. COMMUNITY ISSUES

(a)
Sports Development
Danielle Morecroft provided an update regarding Sports Development activities in the area, with specific reference to the following:-
· a trip to the Chill Factor that would be taking place later that week – young people had been selected for the trip using a number of different categories, such as most improved, most attended, best behaved, etc.

· Operation Brocade – as a result of discussions that had taken place with young people, a football project had now started on a Friday evening and the possibility of horse riding taking place on a Friday evening in the summer was currently being investigated.

· Inter-generational Dance Week – this would be taking place during February half-term and arrangements had been made for those involved to be filmed.

· Activities that would be taking place during February half-term.
RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.
(b)
Youth Service
Glenis Harrison reported that (i) the Youth Service had received the sum of £5,000 through the Positive Activities for Young People Fund for an arts project to be undertaken linking with Peel Park Pavilion, (ii) the project would target young people who had been involved in anti social behaviour and would take place on a Friday evening and during February half-term, (iii) detached work was continuing to take place and hotspots identified during Operation Brocade were being targeted, and (iv) a number of activities would be taking place during half-term.
RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

52. BUDGET SUB-GROUP
(a)
Meeting held on 12th January, 2009
Please see also the addendum to the Minutes
Councillor Pennington requested that further information be provided in respect of the late application that had been received from FC United of Manchester.

Danielle Morecroft reported that a representative from the club had been working with the PE teacher at Harrop Fold High School, with a view to a football coaching course taking place during February half-term, which would involve local children of primary school age being coached by pupils from Harrop Fold High School.

RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations arising from the meeting of the Budget Sub-Group, held on 12th January, 2009, be approved.

(b)
Financial Position Statement
RESOLVED:
THAT the Financial Position Statements in respect of the (i) Devolved Budget, (ii) the SPAA Active Communities Fund, and (iii) the Community Health and Well Being Fund, as at 19th December, 2008, be noted.
54.
POSITIVE ACTION PRESS STATEMENTS
RESOLVED:
THAT the following items be included in the positive action press statements:-

· Blackleach Country Park,
· Sports Development activities,

· Youth Service activities,
· City West – work that was being undertaken with disabled people.
55.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Klyne & Klyne, Walkden
Reference was made to the concerns that had been expressed at the previous meeting of the Community Committee regarding the poor appearance of the Klyne & Klyne site, where a cash and carry establishment had previously been located, and the disruption that was being caused by the industrial activities that were now taking place there.

Reference was made to (i) the minutes of the previous meeting of the Community Committee, which indicated that an item regarding Klyne & Klyne would be included on the agenda for the next meeting, and (ii) the minutes of the meeting of the Political Executive Group, that had taken place on 13th January, 2009, - in particular, Minute 42(b), which indicated that (a) a Planning Enforcement Officer had visited the residents concerned, and (b) a decision had been taken for the item to be removed from the Community Committee agenda.
One of the local residents reported that (i) a Planning Enforcement Officer had not visited local residents, (ii) Paul Bridge (Planning Enforcement Officer) had contacted him by telephone and informed him that an Enforcement Notice had been served on Klyne & Klyne, and that a meeting involving legal representatives from the City Council and from Klyne & Klyne would be taking place on Wednesday 28th January, 2009, and (iii) a number of residents, including himself, had attended the Community Committee meeting specifically to receive an update in respect of this matter.

Vincent Nash explained that, as (a) the Enforcement Notice had only been served in the last 7-10 days, (b) residents had been informed of the action that had been taken, and (c) the above meeting had not yet taken place, it had been agreed that there would be little point including the item on the Community Committee agenda due to there being no further developments to report, other than those of which the local residents were already aware.
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the situation continue to be monitored and, if appropriate, the matter be considered at a future meeting of the Community Committee.



(2) THAT the information and comments be noted.

(b)
Apartments behind the Cottage Tandoori Restaurant, Walkden
Reference was made to a block of apartments that had recently been built behind the Cottage Tandoori restaurant (next to the Stocks public house) in Walkden.  Concern was expressed regarding (i) the number of apartment blocks that had been built in the area, and (ii) the appearance of the building - in particular, the cladding that had been used.
It was reported that new planning guidelines had been introduced since the above apartments had been built which were less restrictive in terms of the reasons for which planning permission could be refused.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

56.
ITEM FOR COMMUNITY COMMITTEE – 30TH MARCH, 2009
RESOLVED: THAT the following item be included on the agenda for the next meeting of the Community Committee:-

· Walkden Gateway.
57.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Community Committee would be held on Monday, 30th March, 2009, at Walkden Gateway, 2 Smith Street, Worsley, commencing at 6.00 p.m.
ADDENDUM
Minute 53(a) – Budget Sub-Group meeting held on 12th January, 2009

Following the meeting, Salford Junior Sports Council reported that they had been successful in securing part of their required funding from an alternative source, as a result of which, a reduced amount of £3,169.25 was required from the Community Committee’s budget, rather than the amount of £5,359.44 that had been granted.
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