LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP
25th October, 2007

Meeting commenced:
4.00 p.m.
"
ended:
5.50 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Vincent Devine - in the Chair

Councillors Iain Lindley, Barbara Miller, Pat Ryan and Leslie Turner



Sylvia Phillips - Chair of the Little Hulton/Walkden Community Committee




Anton Schultz - Assistant Neighbourhood Manager



Brian Wroe - Assistant Director (Community Services)




Marie Johnson - Neighbourhood Development Officer




Teresa Duncan - Greater Manchester Police




Mike Winters - NPHL




Victoria Buzza
} Chief Executive Directorate




Maura Carey

}




Emily Kynes

}




Angela Bover
}




Nikki Park - Senior Committee Administrator

27.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Bernard Pennington and Alice Smyth.
28.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP BOARD
Brian Wroe gave a presentation (a) setting out the positive features of the neighbourhood management approach, including a devolved decision making system with a degree of financial autonomy in each part of the City supported by Elected Members, (b) outlining ways in which it was proposed to develop the system by making the Community Committees more representative, encouraging them to commission services and developing a Local Partnership Delivery Group and local scrutiny, (c) suggesting that a strategic body was required to support Community Committees in developing a vision for the neighbourhood, monitoring performance and identifying how services could be improved at a local level, (d) proposing a membership for this Partnership Board, and the ways in which it might operate with a pattern of meetings to reflect local need, and to receive updates and work together to seek improvement and promote partnership working, and (e) concluding by outlining the role of the Neighbourhood Partnership Board as being to support Community Committees in determining the strategic direction of the neighbourhood, ensure the development of an effective Community Action Plan, and monitor its delivery, and to identify and remove any blockages.
Reference was made to (i) concerns expressed in relation to those Elected Members who considered that some influence had been removed from them, (ii) concerns expressed with regard to how the proposals brought issues closer to the community, as it was considered that the membership of the Board was not representative, (iii) the membership of the Neighbourhood Partnership Boards, as it was considered that it was similar to that of the Political Executive Group, (iv) attempts made to encourage other partners/agencies to attend meetings of the Executive Group, and whether an assurance could be given that they would attend the Neighbourhood Partnership Boards, and (v) concerns in relation to duplication, as it was suggested that there was not a need for an additional meeting, as this would create an unnecessary tier in the process.
Sylvia Phillips indicated that there was a lot of apathy and complacency, therefore, there was a considerable amount of work to do to involve the community, and it was considered that such proposals could empower Elected Members, as people would become more aware of the work that they undertake.

Brian Wroe reported that (a) the role of the Elected Members would be enhanced with the new proposals, and it was envisaged that they would be appointed as the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Neighbourhood Partnership Board, and their leadership was critical to ensure its success, (b) the Neighbourhood Partnership Board would not remove any powers from the Community Committee, (c) guidance would be produced highlighting the role/tasks of the Community Committees, Neighbourhood Partnership Boards, and the Neighbourhood Partnership Team, (d) in relation to the role of the Political Executive Group, its business related specifically to Elected Members and enabled political issues to be discussed, (e) a meeting had been held with representatives of associated partners, and an assurance had been given that they would attend meetings of the Neighbourhood Partnership Board, and (f) issues such as duplication had been discussed, and it was suggested that the establishment of the Neighbourhood Partnership Board would be beneficial, however, if over a period of time, it was identified that it was not functioning as intended, the situation would be reviewed.  
RESOLVED:
THAT Brian Wroe be thanked for attending the meeting, and for the information provided.

29.
EMPLOYABILITY WORK
Emily Kynes gave a presentation on Worklessness and Spotlighting, the main points of which were as follows:-

· Spotlighting - A new way to assist public services and residents in Salford to deliver together on key issues for target areas within the City.

· Background - Action previously undertaken.

· Action Plan Developed.

· Planned Programme of Activities.

· Programme Brief.

· Support for Claimants.

· Next Steps.

· ESF Funding Bid.

· Spotlighting Review - January, 2008.

Reference was made to (a) the proposals, and whether the scheme would extend to Walkden, (b) the analysis undertaken on lone parents, and the conclusions identified, (c) the success of the scheme, and whether it would be measured by the number of residents in employment, (d) transport, as this had been identified as a main issue of concern, as it was needed to enable people to access opportunities, however, despite a considerable amount of work being undertaken to improve facilities, if a bus operator made a decision to withdraw a service, the local authority had no powers to prevent this, (e) the need for clear objectives to be established to enable success to be measured, and (f) the existing awareness of the problems in the area.
Emily Kynes reported that (i) four areas had been initially selected for the project, and it was intended that lessons would be learnt from the pilot, which could then be rolled out to other areas in the City, (ii) a considerable amount of work had been undertaken with regard to transport, and discussions had been held with the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive, to look at bringing services to Little Hulton if problems were identified, (iii) one of the aims of the scheme was to have as many people employed as possible, but its objective was also to reform services to ensure improved delivery, (iv) there was a need to establish targets/objectives to access funding, and these would need to be measured/monitored, however, the project was in its early stages, and the current aim was to engage with as many people, and to bring as many services as possible to the area, and (v) the specific objective for Little Hulton was to obtain a better understanding of the issues with regard to worklessness, the services available, and how they could be improved for local people.
RESOLVED:
THAT Emily Kynes be thanked for attending the meeting, and for the information provided.

30.
MINUTES OF THE POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP - 6TH SEPTEMBER, 2007

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Political Executive Group, held on 6th September, 2007, be approved as a correct record.

31.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE HELD ON 24TH SEPTEMBER, 2007

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Little Hulton/Walkden Community Committee, held on 24th September, 2007, be noted.
32.
SALFORD WEST THREE YEAR ACTION PLAN
Maura Carey reported that (a) the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework was currently being redrafted to incorporate the responses received from the consultation, and the document would then be submitted to the Salford City Council’s Cabinet for approval, (b) the comments received during the consultation exercises indicated that overall the vision was widely supported by public and private sectors, and the community, and (c) a bid for funding from the capital programme would be prepared, and it was envisaged that these resources would be a starting point to attract more.

RESOLVED:
THAT Maura Carey be thanked for the information provided.

33.
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE - PROGRAMME AND CONSULTATION
Anton Schultz reported that Mike Hall would be attending the next meeting of the Community Committee to provide information in relation to the programme and consultation regarding Building Schools for the Future.

Reference was made to proposals for St. George’s R.C. School, and that local Councillors were not supportive of its closure, however, it was considered that the behaviour of a number of people, during a discussion on this issue, at the last meeting of the Community Committee was not acceptable.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT the concerns raised with regard to the behaviour of a number of people who had attended the previous meeting of the Community Committee be noted.



(3) THAT forms in relation to the consultation arrangements for Building Schools for the Future be made available at the next meeting of the Community Committee.

34.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 26TH NOVEMBER, 2007

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT it be noted that the following items would be included on the agenda for the meeting of the Community Committee, to be held on 26th November, 2007:-

· Building Schools for the Future - Programme and consultation.

· Rangers Service.

· Peel Park Master Plan.

· Guidelines to Conduct.

· Draft Community Action Plan.

· Employability and Spotlighting - Taster sessions (for information only).



(2) THAT it be noted that an Agenda Setting Sub-Group would be established, which would involve the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Community Committee, along with the Neighbourhood Manager, to discuss/manage the agenda for future meetings of the Community Committee.

35.
WALKDEN DISTRICT CENTRE AND RELATED HIGHWAY ISSUES

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information provided by the Director of Engineering in relation to Smith Street, carriageway improvements at the entrance to the Ellesmere Centre, Bolton Road car park, and the larger car park in front of Tescos, be noted.



(2) THAT Walkden District Centre and related highway issues be kept as an item on the agenda for future meetings of the Political Executive Group, to enable updates to be provided, as and when available.




(3) THAT it be noted that Anton Schultz had contacted the consultant, acting on behalf of the owners of the Ellesmere Centre, and it had been indicated that it was hoped that negotiations with Tescos would be concluded in October, 2007.

36.
DRAFT COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN

Anton Schultz circulated the draft Community Action Plan for Little Hulton and Walkden for April, 2008 to March, 2009.


RESOLVED:
THAT any comments on the draft Community Action Plan be forwarded to Anton Schultz at the earliest opportunity.

37.
LITTLE HULTON AND WALKDEN COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 2007

Anton Schultz circulated the Community Directory for Little Hulton and Walkden, which was a guide to local groups, services and facilities in the area.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

38.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Little Hulton/Walkden Political Executive Group would be held on 13th December, 2007, at the One Stop Shop, Longshaw Drive, Little Hulton, commencing at 4.00 p.m.
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