Little Hulton/Walkden Community Committee - 28th November, 2005


LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Salford College

Walkden Road

Walkden

28th November, 2005

Meeting commenced:
6.00 p.m.
"
ended:
8.05 p.m.
PRESENT:
Sylvia Phillips - St. Paul's Peel Parish Community Hall - in the Chair

Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Vincent Devine, David Lewis, Iain Lindley, Bernard Pennington, Alice Smyth and Stan Witkowski
(Councillor Bill Hinds also attended the meeting in relation to the item detailed in Minute No. 64 below)




Tom Murphy - Representing Barbara Keeley, M.P.




Andy Sutcliffe
} Greater Manchester Police




Lynn Nichols

}




Mavis Bonney - St. Paul’s Peel Parish Community Hall




Brenda Worthington - Primary Care Trust




Liz Thomas - Health Improvement Team




Rachel Slack - Age Concern, Salford




Carol Cain - WDCT




Eileen Hartigan - Salford Community Network




Harry Bridge - St. Mary’s Bowling Club




Frank Bridge - Birch Road Residents’ Association




Irene Turton 

} Mount Skip Residents’ Association




Barbara Sherwin
}




Adrian Brocklehurst - Walkden Labour Party




Sandra Turner - Walkden Congregational Church




Ida Seddon - Rydal Residents’ Association




Josie Browne - Community Representative




Kathryn Ryan - Salford Advertiser




Stephen Farrow - Walkden Central Residents’ Association




Aled Owen - Walkden High School


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




Anne Williams - Strategic Director of Community, Health and Social 



Care - Area Co-ordinator



Angie Taylor - Neighbourhood Manager



Simon Plowman - Planning Officer - Development Control



Carolyn Haslam
} Customer and Support Services Directorate



Geoff Topping

}



Eileen Buchan - Salford Youth Service



Nikki Park - Senior Committee Administrator

57.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Barbara Miller, Gaynor Morrison, Adrian Dunning, Paul Jones and Cath Wetherby.

58.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 26th September, 2005, be approved as a correct record.

59.
MINUTES OF THE LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Little Hulton/Walkden Political Executive Group, held on 27th October, 2005, be noted.

60.
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER

Angie Taylor provided a video presentation entitled ‘A Day in the Life of a Neighbourhood Manager’, which detailed the Neighbourhood Manager’s involvement in the work which was undertaken in the area, the projects which had been carried out, and their positive impact on the community.


The Area Co-ordinator reported that (a) the video had been presented at a recent award ceremony and had received positive feedback, and (b) the information was also circulated to members of staff within the Community, Health and Social Care Directorate, to inform them of the action being taken in the area.


RESOLVED:
THAT all those involved in the production of the video be congratulated and thanked for their contribution.

61.
COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN - FINAL AMENDMENTS

RESOLVED:
THAT the Community Action Plan for 2005/06 be adopted.

62.
UK COAL

Simon Plowman provided an update with regard to the planning permission for the open cast coal mining, with specific reference to the 61 planning conditions which had to be implemented, prior to the development commencing.  These included details of a restoration plan/remediation strategy for the whole of the site.


Reference was made to (a) the transportation of the coal by rail, (b) the date by which the programme of works would be completed, (c) damage caused to the fencing around the site, (d) the removal of coal, and the depth of excavation and (e) the exit which would be used to transport the coal from the site.

Simon Plowman reported (i) that the Planning Inspector did attach a condition to the permission with regard to the transportation of coal using a new rail link, however, UK Coal had now submitted a technical report indicating that this would be too expensive, this report was now being assessed by transportation consultants, and once their comments had been received, legal advice would be sought with regard to a way forward, (ii) that the 48 month programme of works would commence in 2006, however, it was not clear whether that included the reclamation of the site, (iii) that information would be sought from UK Coal with regard to the fencing around the site and the damaged caused, (iv) on the arrangements for transporting coal from site and (v) that significant progress was being made with UK Coal, and information was forthcoming.

Councillor Alice Smyth indicated that the meetings held to date had concentrated on the implementation of all the conditions attached to the planning permission, and it was hoped that work would commence in January, 2006, with the removal of the bushes etc., and the relocation of the newts.

Councillor Bernard Pennington provided information with regard to the excavation of the coal.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT information be sought from UK Coal with regard to the damage caused to the fencing around the site.



(3) THAT a copy of the restoration plan be displayed at the One Stop Shop, Little Hulton, and on the City Council’s website.



(4) THAT any further questions be forwarded to the Neighbourhood Manager and that these be reported by Simon Plowman or Councillor Alice Smyth at the next liaison meeting.

63.
COMMUNITY ISSUES

(a)
Youth
Eileen Buchan provided an update with regard to the activities organised for young people in the Little Hulton/Walkden area, with specific reference to:-

· Bulrush and Blackleach Estates - Provision of detached workers on Monday and Wednesday evenings.

· Birch Road - Provision of detached workers on Tuesday evenings.

· Junior Night at Bridgewater Youth Centre.

· School Activities during the October Half-Term Holidays - It was hoped that the young people involved in the activities would become involved in establishing a Youth Forum.

· Vocational Training Project.

· Walkden High School - Working with young people who were close to being excluded.

· Healthy Eating.

· Street Dance Session.

· Tunnel Under the East Lancs Road which was used by young people on a Friday evening.

· Joint Area Review.

· Concerns with regard to young people experimenting with drugs at an earlier age, and the need to carry out some educative work.

· Event at Bridgewater Youth Centre - Young people receiving certificates for their achievements.

The Area Co-ordinator reported that (a) since February, 2005, a specialist Drug and Alcohol Team had been established to work in the Little Hulton area, (b) the Joint Area Review involved an inspection of all children’s services and Little Hulton had been selected, therefore, Inspectors would be visiting the area from the 9th to 20th January, 2006, (c) the Inspectors would consult a variety of people and their aim was to look at outcomes such as (i) action being taken to improve the health of children in Little Hulton, (ii) were children being kept safe, (iii) were children enjoying and achieving, and (iv) were children making a positive contribution themselves, and (d) this was an opportunity to highlight the positive work which had been carried out in the area.

Reference was made to (i) the Groundwork Trust and the positive projects which had been established in the past, (ii) the need to congratulate Eileen Buchan on the work which had been carried out, however, there was a need to provide activities for young people in the Walkden area, and (iii) Crestfold and Gatehouse Roads and concerns expressed with regard to youths congregating in that area.

The Area Co-ordinator reported that Little Hulton had been selected by the Inspectors, however, this did not indicate that there was not significant work being carried out in other areas, as there were numerous activities provided in Walkden.

Eileen Buchan indicated that work was being carried out in the Walkden area, however, if it was felt that there were a number of youths which were not being included, contact could be made with them to enable further activities to be provided.

Councillor Stan Witkowski indicated that a booklet had recently been produced which detailed the services available for young people in the area.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT Eileen Buchan be congratulated on all the hard work being carried out in the area.



(3) THAT the Neighbourhood Manager and Eileen Buchan meet with Stephen Farrow on 29th November, 2005, to discuss the issues/concerns about the Walkden area.


(b)
General

The Neighbourhood Manager provided information with regard to the following issues:-

· Timers/Personal Attack Alarms which were now available for those considered vulnerable in the area.

· Leaflet - Local Strategic Partnership.

· Leaflet - Neighbourhood Management.

· Witches Walk - 31st October, 2005.

· Letter received from the Chairman of the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority (GMPTA), dated 31st October, 2005, with regard to Walkden Station.

Angie Taylor reported that Walkden Station had been identified as a priority within the Community Action Plan and a meeting and a site visit had been held with variety of agencies to look at the station and the improvements needed.

Councillor Stan Witkowski reported that (a) a meeting had been held in May, 2005, with the Chairman of the GMPTA, at which an audit report was requested with regard to the refurbishment of the station and (b) discussions were also held in relation to integrated transport and car parking in the area, drop-off points next to the station, Leigh guided bus connections to the station and marketing trains to Southport.

Councillor Iain Lindley circulated a report, in response to the letter produced by the Chairman of the GMPTA, relating to Walkden Station, with regard to its current usage, parking, its atmosphere, integrated public transport, the need for a wider view to be explored and a proposed way forward.

Councillor Stan Witkowski referred to the establishment of the Friends of Irlam Station Group and suggested that a project such as this would be beneficial for the area.

The Area Co-ordinator reported on the Joint Older Peoples’ Team which had been established in Walkden, which was the first joined up service within Greater Manchester, which enabled older persons to refer to one contact number, which would then enable them to gain access to a variety of services and it was hoped that lessons would be learned from this project, which would enable such a facility to be provided to the rest of the city.

Josie Browne reported on concerns which had been expressed with regard to the poor condition of the road surface on Longshaw Drive and indicated that (a) local residents had contacted Barbara Keeley, M.P., who had reported the concerns to the Strategic Director of the Environment and (b) a response had been received from the Director of Urban Vision indicating that work would be carried out early in 2006.

The Chairman reported on the successful cookery project which had been held during the Food and Drink Festival, involving young people from Harrop Fold School.

Concerns were expressed with regard to the number of children from Harrop Fold School congregating in areas outside the school’s grounds during the day.

Councillor Bernard Pennington indicated that attendance at Harrop Fold School had increased, and truancy decreased, however, the concerns raised would be discussed with the Headteacher.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT the Chairman of the GMPTA be invited to attend the meeting of the Community Committee, to be held in January, 2006, to discuss transport issues in the area.



(3) THAT the contact number, 212-5218, which enabled older people to gain access to a variety of services be noted.



(4) THAT the young people involved in the cookery project be congratulated on their success.

64.
BUDGET CONSULTATION 2006/07
Geoff Topping reported on the Budget Consultation for 2006/07, with specific reference to:-

· Consultation process and the opportunity for residents to express their views/ priorities for the area.

· Revenue Budget 2005/06.

· Council Tax - Banding and taxation details.

· Article in the Daily Telegraph, 13th October, 2005 - Average Council Tax bills.

· Investment in Services 2005/06.

Geoff Topping reported that as part of the budget proposals for 2006/07, it did indicate that the Council Tax would increase by 3%.

Aled Owen reported that, as Chair of the Youth Task Group, the additional investment in youth services was welcomed, however, there was still a need for further progress to be made, as services were currently concentrated on disaffected youths, resulting in a lack of attention to better behaved children who should still benefit from the facilities provided.

In response to a question raised with regard to the Children’s Champion/Building Cohesion, the Area Co-ordinator reported that the Children’s Champion was a new post which had arisen, following a lot of consultation, and had been established to obtain the views of young people, to enable facilities to be developed to meet their needs and with regard to community cohesion, Salford had acknowledged that there was a growing ethnic minority community in the area, and the role of this post would be to link with such groups, to enable a forum to be developed which would link to the City Council.

Reference was made to (a) the jargon used by the City Council which created difficulties for local residents to understand issues being discussed, (b) the need for material to be produced in a variety of formats to increase inclusion whilst carrying out consultation, (c) the importance of investing in young people, as they were the future of the city, (d) the need to investigate longer term funding for schemes for young people, as there were often project which commenced, but could not continue due to the lack of resources, (e) fundraising events, (f) the need to encourage community based initiatives, (g) the success of intergenerational working and (h) the success of the Youth Bank Project.

Councillor Bernard Pennington indicated that there were schemes which had commenced due to funding being available from other sources, and attempts were made to ensure that such projects continued.

Councillor Bill Hinds reported that (i) each year a balance needed to be made in relation to the public demand for additional services and for less Council Tax, (ii) 70p of each £1 was allocated to education and social services, (iii) H.M. Government determined where expenditure should be concentrated and (iv) there had been occasions where funding allocated was time limited, however, in many cases, its responsibility was taken on by the City Council, and added to central resources.

The Chairman indicated that more consultation would now take place between each Community Committee, which would enable lessons to be learnt.

In response to concerns raised with regard to the lack of a youth centre within Walkden, the Neighbourhood Manager reported that this matter was due to be discussed at the meeting of the Executive Group, to be held on April, 2006, and the Area Manager did report that the Bridgewater Youth Centre was actually in the Walkden North area.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT Councillor Bill Hinds, Geoff Topping and Carolyn Haslam be thanked for attending the meeting.

65.
CRIME AND DISORDER - UPDATE
Andy Sutcliffe provided an update with regard to crime and disorder issues, with specific reference to:-

· Buses on Kenyon Way - Work had been carried out with First, involving gateway checks being undertaken during peak times, resulting in the identification of 30 separate offences.  Discussions were also being held with regard to issues in relation to Kenyon Way and Madamswood Estates.

· Kenyon Way - Bus to be reinstated in January, 2006.

· Madamswood Estate - Recent incident involving a brick being thrown at a bus which resulted in the detention of three youths.

· Blackleach and Bulrush Estates - Reduction in anti-social behaviour due to the increase of a police presence and youth work in the area.

· Quarry Bank Estate - Reduction in burglaries.

· Irwell Valley Housing Association and the provision of CCTV on the Blackleach and Bulrush Estates.

· Reduction in vehicle and burglary crime figures compared to previous year.

· Theft of motor vehicles, through burglaries - crime figures increased.

· All Community Police Officers had now been issued with mobile phones and therefore could be contacted direct.

· Leaflet - All Night Booze, which had been delivered in the Walkden South area - Information with regard to this service would be appreciated and would be investigated.

· Birch Road Estate - Anti-social behaviour order.

In response to a suggestion raised with regard to advising owners of petrol stations to display warning signs, informing people to lock their cars, Andy Sutcliffe indicated that this could be investigated.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

66.
POSITIVE ACTION PRESS STATEMENTS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following items be included in the positive action press statements:-

· Adoption of Community Action Plan.

· Attacks on public transport and action taken.

· Summary of youth activities.

· Reduction in burglaries on the Quarry Bank Estate.

· Friends of Walkden Station.

67.
ITEMS FOR COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 30TH JANUARY, 2006

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the following item be included on the agenda for the next meeting of the Community Committee, to be held on 30th January, 2006:-

· Transport Issues.



(2) THAT any additional items for the next meeting of the Community Committee be forwarded to the Neighbourhood Manager at the earliest opportunity.

68.
ITEM FOR INFORMATION ONLY

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the following item had been circulated for information only:-

· Communities have their say on a new way of tackling anti-social behaviour in Salford.

69.
SEASONAL GREETINGS
The Chairman wished all those present a Happy Christmas with lots of love, peace and happiness for the New Year.

70.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Community Committee would be held on 30th January, 2006, at the One Stop Shop, Little Hulton, commencing at 6.00 p.m.
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