 EMERGENCY ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR MEETING

ONE STOP SHOP    10TH MARCH 03  1.30PM

ATTENDING

P.C David Arthur
GMP

P.C Garry Waite
GMP

Sgt Teresa Duncan
GMP

Valerie Burgoyne
Cllr Walkden South

Doris Fernandez
Cllr Little Hulton

Alice Smyth
Cllr Little Hulton

Simon Bennett
First Manchester

Vincent Devine
Cllr Walkden North

Angie Taylor
City of Salford

Vicki Devenport
Harrop Fold High School

Cecilia Rhodes
Walkden High School

Dave Leonnard
First Manchester

Tony Kennedy
First Manchester

Elaine Hilton
Walkden High School

Pat Kirkman
City of Salford (minutes)

APOLOGIES

Martyn Hague
ASBO Team

This meeting has been held due to several reported incidents in Little Hulton and Walkden regarding anti social behaviour amongst youths. 

Cllr Smyth

Vandalism and serious anti social behaviour around certain areas and against the public transport system is becoming a serious issue in the area.  Complaints from residents are being received and two letters were handed out to the group, residents need the transport on to get to work, attend college and leisure activities.  Every one agrees with the difficulty the Police and Bus Companies have in dealing with this problem and that the safety of drivers and passengers are of great importance.

Cllr Fernandez

Doris highlighted other complaints from residents and expressed her concern over the lack of transport in the area after 6pm, the unreliability of the number 68 bus, which lots of resident’s depend on.

Cllr Burgoyne

A resident on Madamswood Road has complained about a bus shelter outside her property, due to anti social behaviour this resident has had missiles thrown at her home, one possibility may be to take the seating area away but it was felt that the shelter should stay.

Cllr Burgoyne felt that the Police, Council and other agencies should work together to tackle this growing problem

Elaine Hilton

Pupils of Walkden High School are now afraid to get on the bus due to incidents that have occurred over the last week, a bus was immobilised by several youths and they attacked a pupil, a member of staff has also been assaulted (1 pupil arrested and enquires are ongoing), parents have resorted to escorting their children to and from school due to worries for their safety.  Youths have been throwing rocks at the school bus causing £600 worth of damage and the names of the youths have been passed to the police.

Angie Taylor

The names of the individuals need to be passed to the Community Sector Meeting (next meeting on the 13th March 03) and clarity of all incidents needs to be recorded.  A message needs to be sent out to the community as quickly as possible that this behaviour cannot be tolerated. There have also been complaints from residents around Abbeydale Gardens regarding youths. 

P.C Dave Arthur

Dave agrees that the situation has escalated and that certain individuals can be dealt with through the Community Sector Meetings, Dave to meet with Angie and discuss individuals.  There has been a police operation on Friday/Saturday night where the Superintendent had given permission to use a video camera to identify individuals involved in this anti social behaviour, this is a special power (section 60 ) that allows the police to video individuals and ask them for their name, date of birth etc if they do not comply the individuals could be arrested.  This video equipment can only be used when there is reasonable cause and then only for a maximum of 48 hours.  There are approximately 80 individuals that need identifying from the tape and once this has been done the parents will be notified by a home visit or letter.  Dave felt that using the video did work and the youths dispersed when confronted. 

There is in operation the “Eagle Eye” surveillance system along the A6 Corridor, camera’s are in certain locations and are on a 24-hour loop, this has been used on the Ellenbrook Estate and no evidence was obtained.  Dave has spoken to the Gas Board to request they secure their sites along the A6 Corridor and this has now been done. 

The possibility of speaking to residents and obtaining statements regarding anti social behaviour is a possibility and will be looked into.

Vicki Devenport

There have been several incidents of vandalism on the Harrop Fold School site (Longshaw Drive) and Break Ins on the site on Hilton Lane (6-7 in 8 weeks).  There have been 2 incidents regarding the buses and a senior member of staff now accompanies the children on the buses.

Simon Bennett

There are 4 different themes regarding these issues

· General anti social behaviour.

· Transport – Schools, Vandalism and Safety/Security when travelling.

The bus company do not want to take off the services but feel that the problem has been escalating and they have no option but to do this, the safety of the drivers and customers are of utmost importance.  First would like a better working partnership through all agencies and communication is an issue and needs to be dealt with.  

Possible Solutions

· First and Police to make arrangements to speak in local schools about these issues and Councillors to be invited, making this a joint effort in getting the message across.

· Angie to speak to John Rooney (Community Safety Unit).

· Using E-Mails to contact all agencies when incidents occur or if the buses were to be diverted.

· Digital Displays at bus stops are on trial in certain areas and hopefully become more widespread to inform residents if a bus would not be arriving.

· When the buses are on Amber Alert look into informing passengers.

NEXT MEETING TO TAKE PLACE ON THE 7TH APRIL 03 AT THE ONE STOP SHOP – 10AM.

