

Report of the Neighbourhoods Overview and Scrutiny.


TITLE:  
Feedback from the meeting held on Monday 15 March 2010.

Recommendations: 
1. Members of the Neighbourhoods Overview and Scrutiny Committee recommend that the City Council implements a local condition to ensure that developers serve a notice of works.

Actions: 
Highway maintenance:

Steven Lee to:

1. Provide the number of claims for damage to a vehicle.

2. Provide a regular summary sheet for councillors on a ward basis outlining actionable defects and repairs carried out.

3. Re-issue a briefing note to each community committee outlining what the devolved budget can be used for. Re-issued to councillors 26 March 2010 by email and copy attached – see page 6.
4. The number of pot holes repaired per day. Response: Urban Vision are currently repairing approx 60 potholes per day and this will increase to 150 in April.
5. To include on the Urban Vision web site a tracking system for the cleaning of gullies in each area.

6. To respond to various queries raised members in relation to their ward.

7. Provide a progress report in 6/9 months; date to be agreed.

Recycling Panel:

1. That Cabinet need to further consider this decision to identify a budget for the purchase of fair-trade cotton bags.

2. A publicity campaign to be organised to make staff aware that the City Council does not endorse the use of non biodegradable plastic bags. Response: This will be organised once the revised corporate design/message for the bags has been agreed.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report informs Members of the matters considered by Neighbourhoods Overview and Scrutiny on 15 March 2010. Issues considered were:-
1. Steven Lee provided a detailed report in response to a list of questions put forward by members of the committee.
2. Councillor King provided an update from the Recycling Panel.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Reports to Scrutiny can be found on SOLAR 

CONTACT OFFICER:  Karen Lucas, Senior Scrutiny Support Officer.


Tel: 793 3318   E-mail: karen.lucas@salford.gov.uk

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
 

DETAILS

Members Attendance

	Councillor
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	March

	Cllr Humphreys
	
	
	
	
	

	Cllr Hill
	
	
	
	
	

	Cllr Dawson
	
	
	
	
	

	Cllr King
	
	
	
	
	

	Cllr Coen
	
	
	
	
	

	Cllr Owen
	A
	
	
	
	changed c'ttee

	Cllr Mashiter
	
	
	
	A
	

	Cllr Heywood
	
	A
	
	
	

	Cllr Jane Murphy
	
	
	
	
	

	Cllr Macdonald
	
	A
	A
	
	

	Cllr M O’Neill
	new
	member
	from
	March
	

	Pamela Taylor (co-opted member)
	
	A
	
	A
	A


 A – Apologies received.
Invitees: Steven Lee, Councillors Owen and B Lea were also in attendance.
Apologies: Councillor Antrobus and Karen Edwards GMPA.
Issues considered:
1. Declarations of interest from members of the committee.
No declarations.

2. Question from members of the public.

No questions have been received.

3. Maintenance of our highways.

Steven Lee provided a detailed report in response to questions raised by members.
The Highways Revenue Budget for 2006/07 was £4.5m; 2007/08 was £4.9m; 2008/09 was £5.2m and 2009/10 was £5.35m. This budget covers street lighting, traffic regulations, bridges, maintenance and grass cutting. £1.75m of this budget is spent on minor repairs; of this £875k is spent on the carriageway.
Over the past 5 years the highway investment programme has been successful in delivering £22m of investment in the highway network.

A Network Recovery Plan is presently being worked on; jointly with Paul Walker. 
Following the impact from the severe weather extra funding has been identified.

Councillor Hinds is presently leading on a working group looking at the impact of the severe weather on our roads. Karen Lucas informed members that Councillor Hinds has agreed to attend scrutiny to provide an update.
50% of the network is inspected every six months; this is a rolling programme throughout the city. 

It has been agreed that the revised pothole intervention will change to 40mm deep during 2010; it is presently 50mm.

With regards to reinstatement work carried out by utilities; from spring 2010 will be there will be a regular programme of highway coring (testing backfill) to ensure the risk of future failing is minimised.
The Jetpatcher will be trialled this year.

The unclassified road network is where the main concerns arise, as the road surfaces are made out of a variety of materials; resulting from the Housing Act rather than the Highway Act.
Councillor Coen acknowledged the positive work undertaken by Urban Vision; this was from his experience of working with the utilities.
Issues raised by members:

· Members were concerned that we no longer receive an allocation of monies from Salix Homes and City West.

· Priority needs to be given to ensure the good state of repair to cycle lanes in the city.

· Concerns were raised regarding the problems resulting from the PFI build in Irlam and the problem’s arising from blocked drains etc. Steven Lee advised members that they do not get to know about such work until footings are installed, as developers do not need to serve notice of works.
Agreed

Steven Lee to:

a. Provide the number of claims for damage to a vehicle.
b. Provide a regular summary sheet for councillors on a ward basis outlining actionable defects and repairs carried out.
c. Re-issue a briefing note to each community committee outlining what the devolved budget can be used for.

d. The number of pot holes repaired per day.

e. To include on the Urban Vision web site a tracking system for the cleaning of gullies in each area.

f. To respond to various queries raised members in relation to their ward.

g. Provide a progress report in 6/9 months; date to be agreed. To organise for members to watch the repairing of a pot hole.
Recommendations:

1. That the City Council implements a local condition that developers have to serve notice of works.
4. Recycling Panel.

Councillor King informed members that the Recycling Panel was convened in April 2009 to consider and take forward the ‘reduction of plastic carrier bags’.

Work progressed to identify all City Council service areas that use plastic carrier bags as part of their service and gained a baseline figure of 10,586 bags in stock. 

A selection of companies who produce cotton bags were researched; samples and costs were deliberated by the panel. 

Members concluded that the City Council need to implement a ban on the use of non biodegradable plastic bags in line with current Government guidance. They agreed that the preference would be a combination of the following:

· Purchase biodegradable plastic bags. 

As well as the corporate message, these would be printed with an environmental information message and used for situations whereby information/products need to be kept dry. These will be purchased through the existing budget of £2k.
· Purchase fair trade cotton bags.

These would be offered as an alternative to the already existing corporate plastic bag but also carry the corporate and fair trade message. 

To enable this initiative to happen we required an initial allocation of money to purchase the first batch of Fair Trade bags. The bags will be available for directorates to purchase at wholesale with no additional charges.  The revenue generated will then be used to replenish stock. 
A report was presented to OCMT in February asking that the City Council allocates a budget of £10,000 to purchase Fair Trade cotton bags. 

It was agreed to progress with biodegradable carrier bags, in terms of fair trade cotton bags they were not able to fund a stock. However, they are happy for teams to purchase fair-trade bags.
Agreed:

h. That Cabinet need to further consider this decision to identify a budget for the purchase of fair-trade cotton bags.
i. A publicity campaign to be organised to make staff aware that the City Council does not endorse the use of non biodegradable plastic bags.

5. Work Programme.

Agreed.
6. Forward plan.

No queries raised by members.
7. Report from the February scrutiny committee.
Report agreed.

8. Any other business.
No issues raised.
9. Date of the next meeting.  
Monday 19 April 2010. There will be a members briefing at 1.00pm with the main meeting commencing at 1.30pm.
Community Safety Strategy – performance monitoring of the action plan.
1. Community Committee Devolved Funding Guidelines

Following a recent Scrutiny Committee Meeting, Members have requested that Urban Vision re-issue their advice regarding the spending of the devolved budgets.  This report outlines the key areas.
Revenue Budget - £10k

In general, this category of funding is required to “maintain the asset”.

Details are given                 Details are given below of the main headings within the central revenue budget and the connected responsibilities. Similar headings might be adopted by the 8 Community Committees, who have the ability to allocate money out of their 10k funding, to any of the identified areas, to enhance and improve the standard of work.

	Heading within Central Revenue Budget


	Central Responsibilities

	Minor Maintenance
	The strategic budget will repair defects identified during routine safety inspections, which are usually carried out twice a year 

	
	The current safety criteria states that potholes, which are 25mm and 50mm in depth, are repaired within 28 days

	
	Anything that is a danger to life and limb will be made safe within 2 – 24 hours

	
	The Committee Committee devolved funding could be used to fill potholes at a lower threshold.

	Traffic 
	The introduction of Traffic Regulation Orders to control parking etc.  Devolved funding could be put towards these.

	Traffic Signs
	The centre will pay for the replacement of traffic signs (but these are not cleaned on a regular basis and devolved funding might be directed towards this.)

	Street lighting Works
	These works include the replacement of street lighting lanterns and the upkeep of columns.

	Bridge Maintenance 
	Spending for the upkeep of bridges and culverts, plus other highway structures.  Devolved funding would not usually pay for this.

	Programmed Works
	Major footway reconstructions and carriageway patching.

	Highways
	Improvement to cycle lanes and pedestrian facilities.

	
	All gulley’s will be emptied at least once a year, with those on a principle road emptied twice.

	Environmental Services Recharges
	Gritting and verge maintenance is carried out by Environmental Services on behalf of the Highway Authority.

	
	Many highway verges are included in the maintenance regime, but not all.  Community Committee devolved funding could be used to harden verges.


Capital Works – £100k

These monies are devolved from the Block 3, Local Transport Plan, Capital Budget and can only be used to improve the asset.  Although these monies are devolved, they should broadly align to the priorities of the Local Transport Plan, which means that they should support the safe and commodious movement of traffic, including pe
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