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NEIGHBOURHOODS OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE






17th October, 2011 







Meeting commenced:  1:30 p.m.






       "         adjourned:   3.05 p.m.




                            "       reconvened:   3.15 p.m.







       “ 

  ended:   3:35 p.m. 

PRESENT:
Councillor Loveday
- in the Chair

Councillors Compton, Hudson, Humphreys, Hunt, Brendan Ryan, Owen and Turner
Richard Bundy - Principal Officer, Welfare Rights and Debts Service

Mike Relph - Senior Democratic Services Advisor

31.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Val Burgoyne and Jan Rochford.

32.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest.

33.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Committee held on 19th September, 2011, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

34.
WELFARE RIGHTS AND DEBT ADVICE SERVICE

The Committee received a presentation from Richard Bundy who provided an overview of the Salford Welfare Rights and Debt Advice Service and which focused on the following key topics:-

· delivery of services
· those groups in the community on whom activities are centred 

· staff structure  

· costs and income generated

· access criteria and routes to the service 
· charging assessment

· support provided to individuals 
· partners

· strategic links

· measurable outcomes


The presentation then went on to identify the challenges which face the Salford 
Welfare Rights and Debt Advice Service in terms of changes to welfare benefit and 
tax credit and the following key issues were highlighted:-
· replacement of incapacity benefit by employment and support allowance 
· changes to housing benefit

· abolition of council tax benefit in April 2013

· introduction of universal credit from October 2013

· personal independence payment replacing disability living allowance in 2013 

· financial pressures on Salford residents - statistics


Councillor Norman Owen commented that the Salford Welfare and Debt Advice 
Service was invaluable and one every effort should be made to ensure its 
continued.

Councillor Gina Loveday said the presentation was very welcomed
and was an area of activity which needed to be revisited in due course once the impact on the welfare benefits and tax credit changes had been introduced and their impact assessed.

Councillor Norman Owen commented that this was a key area of the City Council's activity and until the impact of the proposed changes were known, any review of the service, should be put on hold to allow this to be taken into account.    
Councillor Anne Marie Humphreys referred to the proposed benefit cap of £500 a week in terms of housing benefit and asked whether, in view of the higher cost of housing in London and the south east of the country, this would see a dispersal of people from that area into regional centres such as Greater Manchester and Salford. 
Richard Bundy said the full impact of the proposed welfare benefits and tax credit changes were an unknown quantity but this was a possible scenario.
RESOLVED: THAT Richard Bundy be thanked for his interesting and informative presentation, the contents of which be noted and a further presentation be given in due course, to provide an update on the impact of the changes to welfare benefit and tax credit, once these had been introduced and their impact known.
35.
WORK PROGRAMME

The Work Programme for the Neighbourhoods Overview and Scrutiny Committee, as of 17th October, 2011, was submitted.


The committee gave consideration to their work programme particularly the items which remained in the abeyance list and proposed the following actions:-

· public conveniences - to remain and be considered early in 2012

· Environment Agency - representatives to be invited to attend a future meting to provide updates in relation to plans for a flood risk and Port Salford

In addition it was proposed the following additional items be incorporated into the work programme:-

· domestic fire casualties - preventative measures
· landlord licensing overview and future development


RESOLVED: THAT the work programme be noted and that the topics 
highlighted above be incorporated above within it together with further update on 
the activities on the Welfare Rights And Debt Advice Service as detailed in Minute 
34 above.

36.
FORWARD PLAN

Details were submitted on the key decisions which were contained within the City 
Council's forward plan for October 2011, and a particular relevance to the remit of 
the committee.

Councillor Norman Owen referred to car parking charges at Salford Museum and Art Gallery and Ordsall Hall.

RESOLVED:  (1) THAT the forward plan, in so far as it relates to the Neighbourhoods Overview and scrutiny Committee, be noted.


(2) THAT details be sought on the current car parking charges in force at Salford Museum and Art Gallery and Ordsall Hall.
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