ORDSALL AND LANGWORTHY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Community Common Room

Springbank Warden Controlled Complex

Brentwood

Off Eccles Old Road

Salford

4th September, 2007

Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
8.50 p.m.
PRESENT:
Roy Marsh (SARA) - in the Chair

Community Representatives
Syd Cauldwell - Queen Alexandra Close

Melvin Cooke - Salford Men’s Action Group




Jan Nin Cockayne - Local Resident



Jonathan Dale - Barracks Tenant Management Co-operative




E.D. Down - Thorn Court Residents’ Association in Pendleton




Jim Doyle - North East Ordsall




Ann Marsh - SARA




L. Richardson - Brydon Close



B. Roberts - Brydon Close




William Smid - Salford Men’s Action Group




Jamie Wise - Local Resident - Seedley




Ward Councillors
Councillors Gina Loveday, Andrew Salmon and John Warmisham -Langworthy Ward




Councillor Alan Clague - Ordsall Ward


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




Janet Boulton - Salford PCT




Robert Jones - Landlord Licensing, Salford Council




Bob Smith - Urban Vision




Gail Skelley - OCA




Ross Spanner - Neighbourhood Manager




Malcolm Sykes - Area Co-ordinator

43.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Peter Dobbs and Chris Marsh, Tom McMullen and E.J. Whitehead.
44.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July, 2007, were approved as a correct record.

45.
FRIENDS OF ORDSALL PARK

(Previous Minute 26 - 3rd July, 2007)

The Neighbourhood Manager reported that an initial meeting of the Friends of Ordsall Park would be held at 6.00 p.m., on 13th September, 2007, at the Ordsall Community Café and that local involvement was strongly encouraged.

46.
IRWELL CITY PARK

(Previous Minute 28 - 3rd July, 2007)

The Area Co-ordinator thanked Members of the community for taking part in the visit to the area by the Lottery Assessors on 3rd August, 2007.  The level of participation had impressed the Assessors.  He reminded Members that it was possible to express support for the proposed City Park by email to sarah.darch@salford.gov.uk.

47.
ORDSALL DEVELOPMENT TRUST

(Previous Minute 30 - 3rd July, 2007)

The Neighbourhood Manager reported that an update on the proposal to establish an Ordsall Development Trust would be submitted to a future meeting.

48.
CYCLE ORDSALL

(Previous Minute 32 - 3rd July, 2007)

The Area Co-ordinator reported that the Sustainable Transport Working Group, chaired by the Lead Member for Planning, was to consider proposals for Cycle Ordsall as well as the concerns expressed at the previous meeting about vehicles parking on the cycle lane on Middlewood Street.

The Neighbourhood Manager reported that a charity cycle event around sites (including Salford Lad’s Club)  featured in the songs or album covers of The Smiths would be held on 30th September, 2007.

49.
HIGHWAYS CAPITAL PROGRAMME

(Previous Minute 35 - 3rd July, 2007)

The Neighbourhood Manager (a) reported that only one of the Members who had previously participated in a sub-group which developed a list of projects to be financed under the Highways Capital and Revenue Budgets had expressed an interest in taking part in such a group in 2007/08 and (b) emphasised the importance of local input to such a group.

The possibility was raised of including in the 2007/08 Highways Programme (a) replacement for the existing traffic restraining measures on Fitzwarren Street with a double set of bollards and (b) a scheme to prevent vehicles parking on the right hand entrance to Salford Shopping City as the current situation on both roads seemed to encourage vehicles to drive faster.  The Committee felt that such action might be premature and that the situation should be monitored before a decision was taken.

The Area Co-ordinator confirmed that the cost of any site investigation works for the proposed puffin crossing would have to be met from the funds allocated for that scheme.

50.
SEEDLEY AND LANGWORTHY COMMUNITY FORUM

(Previous Minute 38 - 3rd July, 2007)

The Neighbourhood Manager reported that an initial meeting of the Seedley and Langworthy Community Forum to succeed the Seedley and Langworthy Partnership Board was to be held in the near future.

51.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE ORDSALL/LANGWORTHY EXECUTIVE GROUP
Members were reminded that, arising from the resignation of Rachel Ross, there was a need to select a representative for the Community Committee to serve on the Ordsall/ Langworthy Executive Group.

52.
LANDLORD LICENSING

(Previous Minute 31 - 3rd July, 2007)

Robert Jones made a presentation setting out (a) the different categories of licensing - mandatory for Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMO) and selective which could apply to any type of rented property, (b) the progress to date in terms of issuing licences and the number of applications received, exemptions made and inspections undertaken, (c) the current situation with regard to incomplete applications and cases under review, (d) the role of the Anti-Social Behaviour( ASB) Officer and the support available to both landlords and tenants, including a weekly ASB surgery at SALT every Wednesday at 1pm and (e) ways in which more information could be obtained.

Mr. Jones explained that (i) of the 53 HMO licences issued to date seven had been for the Ordsall/Langworthy area, (ii) on 25th May, 2007, Seedley/Langworthy had become the first area in the country in which selective licensing had been introduced, (iii) the purpose of selective licensing was more about the management, than physical condition, of a property and (iv) in cases where properties remained unsatisfactory it was possible for the Council to issue an interim order and take over the management of the property.

Members raised a number of questions to which Mr. Jones responded:-

· Households who took in lodgers would be classed as being in multiple occupation, and hence subject to mandatory licensing, if they included five or more people creating two or more households in a property of three or more storeys even if the landlord was in residence.  A property in which a landlord lived with a tenant would be exempt from selective licensing.

· The record of licensed landlords was available for reference upon request should anyone wish to check if a property was licensed.

· Issues such as untidy gardens should be reported to the Landlord Licensing Team as they were happy to advise on specific complaints relating to the management of licensable properties.

· Landlord licensing did not cover rent.

· The issuing of a licence was subject to the production of a valid tenancy agreement. 
· There were a number of ways in which properties that might require licensing could be identified including a land registry search and checking of advertised properties.

· No decision had been taken on whether Selective Licensing should be extended to other parts of the city.  Approval for Selective Licensing was given only to areas which met the criteria, including low demand for housing and problems with anti-social behaviour. Any consideration of possible future Selective Licensing areas would have to proceed on this basis.
· The Licensing Team required that valid certification for gas safety etc., be produced upon application.  Upon expiration, a new certificate must be produced.

The Community Committee welcomed the introduction of the Landlord Licensing Scheme which, it was considered, would help to resolve some problems which had been experienced in the past.
53.
DEFERRAL OF ITEMS

RESOLVED:
THAT the deferral of the following items to a future meeting of the Committee be noted:-

· The future of the Langworthy Cornerstone.

· Communication with Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust Governors.

· Notes of the meeting of the Seedley and Langworthy Partnership Board held on 14th August, 2007.

54.
COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN  (CAP) 2008 
The Neighbourhood Manager submitted a report seeking the opinions of Members upon the main priorities and themes of the CAP and indicated that a full version of the CAP would be available before the next meeting of the Committee.

Members raised a number of local concerns:-

· Action should be taken to discourage fly tipping.  It was considered that publicising actions taken against offenders in the locality might discourage others from fly tipping.  Residents were likely to be deterred from reporting problems if it seemed that no action was taken.  Mr. Spanner agreed to refer to the concerns in the CAP but reminded the Committee that the matter had been discussed by the Environment Task Group and that the newly-established Environment Crime Team were keen to give feedback.  He acknowledged that, although Salford Council did try to prosecute offenders, attention tended to be paid to large industrial operations.
· The topics listed were too general and greater detail was needed.  The relationship between health and income and between social exclusion and creating prosperity needed to be established.  Reference should be made to the need for communal areas (such as a coffee shop) or the better use of existing facilities at Salford Quays to promote integration and reduce isolation.  Mr. Spanner confirmed that the final version of the CAP would have specific targets and that it would make reference to the impact of income upon health and to the raising of awareness of finances and budgeting and the activities of the Credit Union and the Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company in seeking to address the root causes of poverty.
· A Member expressed surprise at the negative reaction to the proposal to build a hotel, conferencing and leisure facility at the former Buile Hill Mansion and adjoining land pointing out that the proposals would enhance the park as a whole and were likely to be of benefit to families and younger people.  Other Members felt that the community objected to the principle of a private development in an area formerly in public ownership and regretted the loss of public amenities such as the museum. The Committee acknowledged, however, the need to communicate the potential benefits to younger people of the proposed redevelopment to those who were promoting the scheme.

· Mr. Spanner agreed to see if action could be taken to deal with specific problems if he was given accurate details of the locations where they arose including:-

· Dog fouling in the Broadwalk area.

· Vermin ,such as rats, on the site of the former Ruthin Court.

· Members expressed dissatisfaction with the approach taken by the Crown Prosecution Service where, allegedly, persons apprehended with stolen lead or copper had been released after the material had been confiscated.  Mr. Spanner agreed to refer reports of any incidents to Inspector Smith and ask him to respond to suggestions that such offenders be at least taken to the police station.

55.
LIGHTING THE LEGEND, 2007
Gail Skelley reported on the proposals for the 2007 Lighting the Legend event at Ordsall Hall.  The work involved over 150 people, including children, and took six months to complete thus generating considerable costs.  Ms. Skelley expressed appreciation for the continuing support of the Committee and reported that the title of the 2007 event would be “Night of 1000 Lights”.
56.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP AND FUNDING FOR VISIBLY NEGLECTED AREAS
The Neighbourhood Manager submitted (a) the recommendations of the Budget Sub-Group made at their meetings on 25th July and 29th August, 2007, and (b) the financial position statement as at 16th July and 21st August, 2007.  He reported also that the Salford Urban Regeneration Company (URC)  were seeking suggestions for areas which might be renovated using funds to tackle visibly neglected areas and proposed that approximately £25,000 to £30,000 of the £150,000 available be used to improve the Burger King site on Regent Road.  Other possible locations or schemes suggested by Members included:-

· Filling in the areas which had been created by the cutting back of the bushes on the central raised bed reservation by the traffic lights at the Cross Lane/Broad Street  junction of the A6.
· Removing the double fencing around the grassed areas at the Broadwalk Centre/ Belvedere Road/Whitebeam Court so as to release those areas for public use.

Councillor Clague reminded the Committee that the vacancies created by the resignations of Alan Cruddos and Audrey Stevenson remained unfilled and that, as a result, the Ordsall area was under-represented on the Budget Sub-Group.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group at their meetings on 25th July and 29th August, 2007, in respect of the applications from the following groups be endorsed:-

(a)
Phoenix Supported Employment Service.

(b)
INNIT Productions.

(c)
St. Ambrose Young Families.

(d)
Ordsall Community Arts.

(e)
Ordsall Park Veterans Bowling.

(f)
Swinton Amateur Swimming Club.

(g)
BASIS Forum.
(h)
Langworthy F.C.
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(2) THAT the financial position statement as at 16th July and 21st August, 2007, be noted.


(3) THAT the proposal of the Neighbourhood Manager to utilise funds from the URC budget to improve the Burger King site on Regent Road be supported and that consideration be given also to the suggestions put forward by Members of the Committee.



(4) THAT Members from the Ordsall area be encouraged to consider taking part in meetings of the Budget Sub-Group and that, if necessary, consideration be given to revising the time of its meetings.

57.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The Committee was given details of, and noted, the following:

· The minutes of the Ordsall Community Forum held on 5th June and 17th July, 2007.

· A summary of the minutes of the Ordsall/ Langworthy Political Executive held on 7th August , 2007.
RESOLVED : THAT , in accordance with the recommendations of the Political Executive and to fit in  with the likely political commitments of the Elected Members, the May meeting of the Community Committee be held on the fourth, rather than second, Tuesday of that month  commencing with the meeting on 27th May , 2008. 

58.      ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS
Details were given of a number of events intended to promote environmental awareness in the area:-

· Eco Week in Ordsall would run from 22nd to 29th September, ending with a performance and cycle ride at the Salford Lad’s Club, details were available on telephone number 0161 848 8779 or www.lpcliving.co.uk/ecoweek.

· In the period leading up to Christmas the Salford  Urban Regeneration Company would undertake a six week intensive examination of environmental problems to ascertain their cause and determine a sustainable solution.

· Beatsweep would be taking place in Langworthy in October for three weeks.  As well as an intensive clean-up around the Clarendon area the team would trace stolen vehicles and help residents fit smoke alarms.  

59.
MALCOLM SYKES, AREA CO-ORDINATOR
The Chairman reported that this would be the last meeting that Mr. Sykes would be attending prior to his retirement.  He thanked Malcolm for his service during his nine years as Area Co-ordinator and showed the Committee’s appreciation by making a presentation of a framed aerial print of the area.

Mr. Sykes thanked the Committee for their present and remarked how it compared favourably with a similar print which he had from 1983.  He acknowledged the Committee’s courteous and positive approach and hoped that Members would enjoy the benefits of their work which were now becoming apparent.
60.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Community Committee be held at 7.00 p.m., on Tuesday, 6th November, 2007.
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APPENDIX A TO THE MINUTES OF THE ORDSALL AND LANGWORTHY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ON 4TH SEPTEMBER, 2007 DECISIONS BASED UPON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ORDSALL AND LANGWORTHY BUDGET GROUP ON 25th JULY 2007 



		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		WARD

		BUDGET

		COMMENTS



		1. Phoenix Supported Employment Service

		£125.00

		Building Work for Adaptations



		Approved £125

		Ordsall & Langworthy

		Devolved

		



		2. INNIT Productions

		£440.00

		Filming & DVD Production



		Approved £440

		Ordsall & Langworthy

		Devolved

		



		3. St Ambrose Young Families

		£860.00

		Induction Passes & Crèche Staff




		Approved £500

		

		Community Health & Wellbeing

		



		4. Ordsall Community Arts

		£5020.00

		Lighting The Legend



		Approved £5020



		Ordsall & Langworthy

		Devolved

		OCA to be asked to give feedback and programme. Ask to come to Community Committee.



		

		

		

		

		

		

		





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES OF THE   ORDSALL AND LANGWORTHY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ON 4TH SEPTEMBER, 2007: DECISIONS BASED UPON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ORDSALL AND LANGWORTHY BUDGET GROUP HELD ON 29th AUGUST, 2007,



		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		WARD

		BUDGET

		COMMENTS



		1. Ordsall Park Veterans Bowling

		£150.00

		Over 60’s Grant (£55) Trophies & Presentation (£95)



		Agreed

		Ordsall

		

		



		2. Swinton Amateur Swimming Club

		£164.00

		Equipment & Pool Hire



		Agreed

		CH&WB

		

		



		3. BASIS Forum

		£247.80

		Publicity, Room Hire & Refreshments

		Agreed



		Ordsall/Langworthy

		

		Send details of event to Budget Group members & Community Committee.



		4. Langworthy FC

		£2116.00

		Winter Training Costs



		Agreed

		Langworthy
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