FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF ORDSALL

PREPARATION OF A DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

REPORT OF:
Malcolm Sykes - Area Co-ordinator, Ordsall/Langworthy

TO:
Ordsall/Langworthy Community Committee on 6th April 2004

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 The city council is working jointly with Legendary Property Company (LPC) to develop proposals for the regeneration of Ordsall.  LPC have commissioned architects, BPTW, to prepare a draft development framework for the area.  

1.2 At the meeting in December 2003, Community Committee endorsed proposals for preparation of the framework.
1.3 The framework will set out proposals for the use of vacant land in the area and for improvements to roads and footpaths, parks and open spaces and community facilities.  There is no intention to demolish good, existing housing stock as part of the proposals.
1.4 The purpose of this report is to report progress of the work and to advertise the proposed arrangements for public consultation.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1 BPTW are commissioned to produce a framework for improving the environment of the Ordsall estate.  This will include looking at potential improvements to the network of roads and footpaths, parks and open spaces and community facilities.  Opportunities to improve pedestrian links and other routes between the estate and surrounding areas will be identified.

2.2 Development opportunities within the estate and in surrounding areas will be identified.  Potential uses for those sites will be suggested, having regard both to commercial viability and how the development of those sites can deliver the wider vision.

2.3 The framework will identify opportunities for new housing, helping to increase the population and diversify tenure.  It will also set out proposals for the type of housing to be developed, to ensure that the range of new houses complement the existing stock and include properties that are affordable to existing residents. 

2.4 It was proposed in December that a draft framework be presented at a community consultation event at the end of March 2004, to encourage feedback from residents, businesses and other stakeholders.  The draft framework would then be revised (or rewritten) to reflect the outcome of the consultation, before being presented the council and LPC for adoption.  Until the first draft is published, it was agreed that BPTW use the future development working party as the forum for consultation.  

3
PROGRESS TO DATE

3.1 A “walking audit” of the estate was carried out on 11th December.  Local residents joined staff from BPTW, LPC and council officers on a walk around the area, identifying problems and opportunities.

3.2 There have been three subsequent meetings of the future development working party where BPTW’s work has been presented and discussed.  Presentations have also been made to key members of the council cabinet.

3.3 BPTW have carried out an appraisal of Ordsall and its surroundings, an analysis of the estate in terms of movement, uses, density and landscape and have considered options for improvements, all informed by the walking audit and meetings of the development group.  

3.4 The consultation draft of the framework is currently being completed in preparation for the consultation event.  However, emerging proposals include:

· Development of a new community campus around the Trafford Road/Phoebe Street junction, including new the planned replacement primary school, community facilities and shops.

· Demolition of the existing district centre.

· New houses and flats on the sites of the vacated district centre, St Clements and Radclyffe primary school sites and other vacant land.

· Incorporation of the emerging Urban Open Space Strategy for provision of children’s play facilities.

· Improved accessibility through the estate and to adjoining areas, with emphasis on traffic calming and safe pedestrian movement.

· Security and environmental improvements within existing housing areas.

4 PROPOSED CONSULTATION ARRANGEMENTS

4.1 An exhibition of the draft framework is to be held at Ordsall Hall in April.  Three sessions are to be held when representatives from the council, LPC and BPTW will be available to explain the proposals, answer questions and to seek feedback from all interested parties.  These are to be on:

· Tuesday 20th April, from 3:00pm to 7:00pm

· Wednesday 21st April, from 3:00pm to 7:00pm

· Sunday 25th April, from 10:00am to 2:00pm

4.2 The exhibition will be officially launched on Saturday 17th April, on the occasion of a visit by the Duke of Gloucester.  The Hall is closed that day and entry will be by invitation.

4.3 The exhibition will be on display during normal Hall opening hours between 18th and 24th April.  However, no one will be in attendance to explain the proposals except on the three advertised dates.

4.4 Details of the consultation will be included in a newsletter, to be circulated, around the estate.  Posters will also be displayed in shops and public buildings.

5 RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 That progress on the preparation of the draft framework be noted.

5.2 That the proposed consultation arrangements be approved.

MALCOLM SYKES

Area Coordinator and Director of Development Services

