Item 9: FOR INFORMATION


Response of the Seedley and Langworthy Partnership Board to the School Places Review

This document aims to outline the main concerns of the majority of the Seedley and Langworthy Partnership Board to the proposals in the school places review.

The Partnership recognises the needs of both Seedley Primary and Langworthy Road schools to be housed in properly equipped, suitable, low maintenance buildings and supports those aspirations.

The Board is concerned about how the numbers used to make the assessment of the need to close the schools was calculated and that there would appear at present to be no suitable location to build a single storey, two form entry school in the area, without substantially disrupting the regeneration plans in the area.  

The Board believe that the need to close / merge schools may not be necessary in the longer term because of the regeneration of the area and the likely subsequent increase in housing occupation.  In the last 6 months it has been noted that the housing market is now returning to Seedley and Langworthy and although there are still a significant number of vacant properties in the area the population is increasing slowly.

Coupled to this general improvement in the market is the Urban Splash development which will provide up to two hundred 2 and 3 bed properties which may well be taken up by families with small children.  Further redevelopment and new build housing in the Langworthy south east area may lead to up to an additional one hundred and fifty new family homes.

Evidence from Manchester has shown that in areas such as Cheetham Hill where schools have been downsized as part of the regeneration process, the schools are subsequently unable to cater for the number of children who move into the area.   

The Board is concerned that the relocation of either of the schools will mean that pupils will be expected to travel further to reach their school.  This has a number of implications :

· There is an established link between distance travelled to school and truancy and we feel that to keep unauthorised absences low it is important to keep the schools as close to the pupils as possible.

· Research has shown that children in deprived are ten times more likely to be injured in a road traffic accident than children from non deprived communities.  By making children travel further to school, often on their own, it is felt that there is likely to be an increase in accidents to our children.

One of the reasons put forward for a new school is about accessibility for children with disabilities.  It is believed that a large school could be less accessible that a smaller school – not only are there more pupils making moving around the building at key times more difficult, but for children with sensory impairments the volume of pupils may be critical in their ability to thrive.

The location of any potential new build school or schools is of key concern to the community.

The building on Langworthy Road is of great historical significance to the community.  It forms part of the gateway to the newly re-branded Seedley Village and the community are of the opinion that the school building forms part of their architectural heritage.  In the light of this the community would ask the education department to look at the possibility of keeping the façade of the building but providing a new build / totally remodelled school to the rear.

Whilst the argument against this in pure monetary value is that to do this would be more expensive than to demolish and rebuild, the community would ask for the emotional and social impact and the impact on the regeneration of the area to be considered as part of the cost benefit equation.

If there is no scope to develop a new school to the rear of the existing one on Langworthy Road then the community would feel that the existing school should only be sold if the building is to be retained for a housing / housing and community / learning purpose.  Under no circumstances do the community wish to see the building demolished.

The preference of the community regarding Seedley Primary School would be for it to be rebuilt on its existing site. 

