



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING FOR DECISION ON 16 JANUARY 2008
______________________________________________________________

TITLE: A6 BROAD STREET/ IRLAMS O’TH HEIGHT ROUNDABOUT – TRAFFIC SAFETY SCHEME

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning grants approval to the implementation of the scheme and that an order for £58,000 be placed directly with Urban Vision (Highway Services) for the construction of the scheme and to give authority to the expenditure of £10,000 for Urban Vision fees.
______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: By implementing the changes at this location, namely removal of a column and implementation of a crash cushion system it will greatly benefit the safety of motorists negotiating the off-slip lane from the A6 Broad Street to Irlams o’th height roundabout.

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Workfile held in Road Casualty Reduction Group

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: Estimated to be £68,000 funded from the Local Safety Scheme allocation of the Block 3, Transport Capital Programme 2007/08.

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: The proposals within this report have been approved against the monitoring officers checklist. Provided by :Ian Sheard

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS; The proposals within this report are within the allocations previously identified in the approved Block 3 programme for 2007/08. Provided by: Nigel Dickens


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: There are no communication implications on this contract and advance notice of the work will be provided on site.

VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: The scheme will be carried out under the Re-thinking Construction Framework Agreement by Urban Vision (Highway Services) and will provide value for money.


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: The scheme is included in Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007 / 2008. Provided by Darren Findley


PROPERTY:N/A



______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A


CONTACT OFFICER: Andy Devine on 779 4859

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Claremont

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: ENHANCING LIFE IN SALFORD

Reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on Salford’s roads.

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.0
BACKGROUND

1.1
As part of the Road Casualty Reduction Groups ongoing monitoring of collisions, this site has recorded 2 fatalities in the last 18 months.

1.2
The circumstances of both collisions were almost identical, in that both vehicles impacted the column supporting route confirmatory signage head on, resulting in fatal injury to the driver.

1.3
Following the first fatality eighteen months ago it was decided to monitor the site as prior to this the safety record had been excellent with no collisions having been recorded previously. Having monitored the collision history it is now the intention to make amendment to the site.

2.0
PROPOSAL

2.1
It is therefore, proposed to remove the concrete column at the front end of the island between the off-slip lane to the roundabout and the Liverpool bound carriageway of the A6. The existing route confirmatory signs are to be re-located on to the Bank Lane road bridge that spans the A6 if possible. Also, new road markings are to be implemented on the A6 in advance of the site, that reinforce which lane motorists need to be in on the approach to the roundabout and hence improve lane discipline and the decision making process well in advance of the junction.

2.2
Having removed the column, this exposes the open end of the barrier directly behind that currently protects the high mast lighting columns at the roundabout. It is therefore, proposed to install a Vecu-stop crash cushion system at this location (provided by Asset International who supply similar cushions to the Highways Agency for use on the motorway network). The cushion is constructed with the aim of absorbing the impact of any high speed collision, therefore reducing the likelihood of fatal injuries. It ties into existing barriers and therefore closes the gap that would otherwise exist, reducing the potential for vehicles to run in between the gap, impact on the end of the barrier or take off from the ramped ends. If in the future it becomes involved in a collision it is just a matter of removing the old cushion and dropping a new one into its place.

2.3
It is anticipated that both elements of work will take place together, the crash cushion being installed before the column is removed. The estimate has been worked up in accordance with this requirement, also accounting for the traffic management and road closure requirements that will need to be in place whilst the work is being undertaken.

3.0
CONSULTATION
3.1
Consultation has taken place with representatives from the Traffic Management Unit and no objections have been received.

4.0
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
4.1
A target for the proposed works has been received from Urban Vision (Highway Services) for £58,000

4.2
The overall cost of the scheme is summarised as follows

Works  
£58,000

ED Fees  
£  8,000

CIU Fees
£  2,000

Total  

£68,000

4.3
The cost of the works will be met from the Local Safety Scheme allocation of the Block 3, Transport Capital Programme 2007/08.

5.0
RECOMMENDATION

5.1
It is anticipated that by implementing the changes at this location, they will greatly benefit the safety of motorists using this junction.

5.2
The recommendation is that approval be given to the implementation of the scheme as outlined above.

5.3
That approval is given to place an order directly with Urban Vision (Highway Services) for the construction of the scheme for the sum of £58,000.

Bob Osborne

Deputy Director of Housing and Planning
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