



REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR 
SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 

FOR BRIEFING ON 7th April 2009

FOR DECISION ON 21st April 2009

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

FOR BRIEFING ON 17th APRIL 2009

TITLE: DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER – DEFINITIVE FOOTPATHS WORSLEY 31 AND WORSLEY 32

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

That Lead Member for Planning is recommended to:

1.  Authorise officers to pursue an Order under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 (“Highways Act”) to alter the route of Definitive Right of Way Worsley 31 and modify the Definitive Map and Statement.

2. To authorise officers to pursue an order under the Highways Act to close the Definitive Right of Way Worsley 32 and modify the Definitive Map and Statement.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The requirement to seek the proposed footpath diversion and closure orders arises from the proposal to build a new school for Walkden High School as part of the Building Schools for the Future Programme.  It is anticipated that as part of the new school proposals, playing pitches will be laid out on the land which is crossed by Footpath 31.

The existing Definitive Footpath Worsley 31 was partially diverted when the Mesne Lea and Inscape schools were built in the 1960s.  The route follows a partially surfaced path leading from Silk Hey Grove (off Walkden Road) to Ash Grove. Worsley 31 requires diverting and the original path extinguishing along part of its length. This part of the diversion will rectify faults on the Definitive Map and Statement.

The existing Definitive Footpath Worsley 32 is no longer required as it runs parallel to Definitive Footpath Worsley 166, therefore Worsley 32 is recommended to be extinguished along its full length.  The Definitive Map and Statement need to be updated to reflect the current route.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Draft Salford Rights of Way Improvement Plan; Highways Act 1980; Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Medium. If the footpath cannot be diverted it will have an impact upon the provision of sports pitches in close proximity to the school.

SOURCE OF FUNDING: Children’s Services – from within the budget for the Building Schools for the Future programme. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:

Contact Officer and Extension No: 
Ian Sheard, 793 3084

Date Consulted: 2/4/2009

Comments: Various powers available to the City Council have been considered to divert and extinguish Worsley 31 and extinguish Worsley 32. Section 116 Highways Act is the most appropriate means of doing so in this instance.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

Contact Officer and Extension No: Chris Mee 778 0434

Date Consulted: 18/3/2009

Comments: Funding provision is available through the Building Schools for the Future Programme to support the legal fees and the construction costs associated with the proposed footpath closure and diversion.
COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:  Informal consultation has occurred with statutory consultees including Greater Manchester Pedestrian Association,  the Ramblers Association (Manchester area), Manchester, Salford and Trafford Local Access Forum and the Open Spaces Society. Formal statutory consultation will commence immediately following approval of this report.
VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: The proposed new path between points D and F will be constructed to a high standard by the partner appointed to deliver the Building Schools for Future schools and maintained by them for 25 years. 

Footpath Worsley 31 has been improved as part of the adjacent Mesne Lea School accessibility improvements between points A and D.

Footpath Worsley 32 is overgrown, appears unused and does not require any works to remove it.

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: The proposed route of Worsley 31 will improve facilities for pedestrians through the provision of a hard and well maintained surface, including access to 3 schools and Worsley Campus as well as accessibility to the Roe Green Loopline, playing fields and access to bus stops on Walkden Road and Birch Road.

PROPERTY: The paths are located on land owned by the City Council.  Footpath lengths DEF and EHI will be located on land to be managed by the City Council’s partner for a 25 year period as part of the management arrangements for the proposed Walkden High School.

HUMAN RESOURCES: Not Applicable

CONTACT OFFICER: 
       Nigel Openshaw               Extension No: 779 6110

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Walkden South

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Improving Health; Enhancing Life; Encouraging Learning 

DETAILS:

	1.0
	Background

	1.1
	Footpath 31 crosses land which is identified for use as playing fields as part of the proposals to replace the current Walkden High School building through the Building Schools for the Future programme. Diverting Footpath 31 will permit the available land to be used in the most efficient manner through the provision of laid out playing pitches to support the schools Physical Education curriculum.  The benefits of making best use of the land available for playing fields has been recognised by both bidding consortiums seeking to be the City Council’s partner to deliver the Building Schools for the Future Programme. 

	
	

	1.2
	Footpath 31 is currently in a poor condition. Subject to the Diversion being confirmed the proposal is to provide a new path, running around the boundary of the land which can be used as playing fields, constructed and maintained to a high standard. The footpath will be a compacted gravel construction with a minimum width of 1.8m wide. It is anticipated that the playing fields will be fenced off and that the proposed path will be located outside of the fence.

	
	

	
	Footpath 32 has fallen into disuse and its line is difficult, in part, to identify on the ground. Examination of historic maps suggest that Footpath 32 linked with a bridge crossing the adjacent railway line (which now follows the route of Footpath 166). It includes a minor spur which does not connect to any other footpath. Footpath 166 which is wide, reasonably surfaced and has an attractive woodland setting provides an alternative route, which is clearly the footpath of choice in this area. 

	
	

	2.1
	Definitive footpath Worsley 31 is shown on the attached plan marked A-B-C-D-E-F-G and runs from Silk Hey Grove off Walkden Road in an Easterly direction to the Roe Green Loopline and on to Ash Grove. It is an important pedestrian route linking Mesne Lea, Inscape and Walkden   Schools, as well as providing access to local bus stops, Worsley Campus, local playing fields and Parr Fold Park.



	2.2
	Definitive Footpath Worsley 32 is shown on the attached plan marked E-H-I-J and runs from Worsley 31, parallel to Worsley 166.



	2.3
	The Definitive Map and Statement which the City Council must keep updated does not reflect the actual route of Definitive Footpath Worsley 31 shown on the ground, as the path was partially diverted in the 1960s when Mesne Lea and Inscape Schools (formally Heys Brook) were built, and a new length of path was constructed.



	2.4
	The attached map shows that length A-B-C-D has become redundant and also that the Walkden High School Building Schools for Future Contract requires footpath length D-E-F to be diverted.  The proposed route follows A-D-F-G.  The path needs to be legally diverted, and lengths A-B-C-D and D-E-F need to be extinguished.  The land is owned by Salford City Council.



	2.5
	Subject to Lead Member approval, it is proposed that Section 116 of the Highways Act be used to make an application to the Magistrates Court to divert Worsley 31 and extinguish Worsley 32.

 

	2.6
	It is anticipated that the costs of the legal fees to secure the diversion and closure are in the region of £2,000 which will be met from within the budget for Building Schools for the Future. 

	
	

	3.0
	Conclusion

	
	

	3.1
	It is recommended that the Lead Member authorises Officers to pursue an Order under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to :- 

1. Divert the existing Definitive Footpath- Worsley 31 along the route A-D-F as shown on the attached plan.

2. Extinguish the existing section of Definitive Footpath Worsley 31 between points A-B-C-D, and D-E-F.

3. Approve the use of the full length of Definitive Footpath Worsley 31 between points A-D-F-G for use by Pedestrians.
4. Extinguish existing Definitive Footpath Worsley 32 between points E-H-I-J; and

5. Subject to confirmation of the order, amend the Definitive Map and Statement to reflect the position of the revised route.


Paul Walker

Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration

Part 1 
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