



REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 1 OCTOBER 2007
TITLE: WHARTON LANE / A6 MANCHESTER ROAD WEST - PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

That Lead Member for Housing/Planning accepts a target cost of £26980.39 from Urban Vision Partnership Ltd. to carry out the construction of 2No. build outs, pedestrian crossing, parking bays and installation of 2 Driver Feedback Signs on the A6 Manchester road West, adjacent to the junction with Wharton Lane in Little Hulton.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The purpose of this report is to seek authority to accept the quotation from Urban Vision Partnership Ltd. To carry out the construction of 2No. build outs, pedestrian crossing, parking bays and installation of 2 Driver Feedback Signs on the A6 Manchester Road West, adjacent to the junction with Wharton Lane in Little Hulton.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

Brief to Walkden & Little Hulton Community Committee 21/06/07

Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007/08

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007/08.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:

Contact Officer and Extension No: Pauline Lewis - 2838


Comments: Report okay when examined against the monitoring officer’s checklist

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

Contact Officer and Extension No: Nigel Dickens - 2585

Comments: The proposals within this report are within the allocations previously identified in the approved Block 3 programme for 2007/08.  

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A

VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: N/A

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: The scheme is included in Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007/08. Provided by Darren Findley - 3849

PROPERTY: N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A

CONTACT OFFICER: 
 Stephen Hands                           Telephone: 0161 779 4931

WARD TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: Little Hulton

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Community Safety

1. Background:

1.1. The purpose of this scheme is to provide a safer pedestrian crossing place on the A6 Manchester Road West, adjacent to the junction with Wharton Lane in Little Hulton. This location had been identified as a difficult place for pedestrians to cross, by the Little Hulton and Walkden Community Committee and accordingly is one of their priority areas for treatment from their devolved highway budget.

1.2. It was felt that pedestrian facilities should be improved to assist children crossing the A6 from Wharton Primary School located on Rothwell Crescent. There is a school crossing patrol but it is located at Lester Road, which is away from the proposed pedestrian improvement work. The average speed of vehicles has been recorded at 37mph and so it is recommended that variable message signs be installed on the approaches.

1.3. This scheme was approved by the Traffic Management Unit on 25/04/07

1.4. Following public consultation, of those replies received the split for and against the scheme was 50-50, the results of the consultation were reported back to the Community Committee where it was agreed that we should proceed with the implementation. Approval was granted by the Walkden and Little Hulton Community Committee on 21/06/07.

1.5. In accordance with the Re-thinking Construction Framework Agreement, the scheme has been allocated to Urbanvision Partnership Ltd. who have experience in this type of work.

2. Details: 
2.1. The scheme comprises:

( Construction of 2 build outs.

( Construction of a pedestrian dropped crossing using tactile paving.

( Provision of on road parking bays

( Installation of 2 Driver Feedback Signs

( Reduction of the central hatched area and remarking of the carriageway.

3. Financial Implications and Recommendations

3.1 The cost summary of the scheme is as follows:


Works:                                       £16980.39   


Driver Feedback Signs (2 No.): £10000

Fees:                                         £4698  


                                                  £31678.39

3.2  A more detailed breakdown of the cost of the scheme can be found in the Tender Approval Pro-forma, which is attached to this report.               

3.3 The scheme will be funded from the Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007/08.   

4.  Conclusion:
4.1 Implementation of this scheme will provide an improved pedestrian crossing facility for the general public on the A6 adjacent to the Junction with Wharton Lane, Little Hulton.   
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