



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

ON 26th June 2006
______________________________________________________________

TITLE:  Salford City Council Skid Resistance Policy

_____________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That Lead Member acknowledges the contents of the report and approves the document for implementation.

______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Skid Resistance Policy identifies Salford City Council’s method of measuring and interpreting collected data relating to the skid resistance of carriageways. It also outlines the requirements for new surfacings, ensuring that they achieve adequate levels of skid resistance.

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

HD 28/04 – Skid Resistance

(Extracted from The Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, Volume 7, Section 3)

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Medium – The Policy will ensure that any carriageways triggering the investigation criteria following annual SCRIM surveys (Sideways force Coefficient Routine Investigation Machine) are investigated and that appropriate remedial works are identified at an early stage.

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: SCRIM surveys are currently carried out utilising funding from the Block 3 Capital programme.

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  Should poor skid resistance on carriageways be identified using SCRIM surveys (together with the analysis of wet skidding accident data) the Authority could be subject to successful claims for compensation if  remedial action were not taken to improve the situation.

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  The adherence to this Policy will contribute to  the reduction of accidents on the adopted highway and hence a reduction in claims and financial losses to the Authority.


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:  None


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS:  Implementation of this policy may influence the future targeting of funding from affect future highway revenue and capital budgets.


PROPERTY:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:  Stuart Whittle –  0161 603 4038

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All Wards

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Improving health in Salford

                                              Enhancing life in Salford

______________________________________________________________

1.0 DETAILS:

1.1 This Policy follows recommendations for methods of working set down in Section 9.8 of the Code of Practice for Highway Maintenance Management.  The Code of Practice in turn is based on the Highways Agency Standard HD28/04, Skid Resistance, modified for use on local authority highway networks.

1.2 The aggregate in the surface of the carriageway contributes to the skid resistance between vehicle tyres and the surface.  When a new surfacing is laid the aggregate properties are specified in accordance with national guidance with a view to providing an appropriate level of skid resistance throughout the life of the surface. However, many factors can affect the rate and extent to which an aggregate will wear and or polish under any particular circumstances. There is therefore a need to regularly monitor skid resistance, particularly on the more heavily trafficked parts of the network.
1.3 SCRIM, or the Sideway-force Coefficient Routine Investigation Machine, is used to measure the wet skidding resistance of a road surface. The measurements of skidding resistance recorded by the machine can be used to identify lengths of road that are at, or below, a prescribed investigatory level defined for particular road categories.

1.4 The tests originally had to be carried out at relatively high speeds (50km/h or above), but recent developments have meant that the surveys can be carried out at lower speeds and the results corrected to give equivalent values to a 50km/h survey. This enables SCRIM to be used as a valid survey method within Urban areas.

1.5 The measured results vary with the time of the year they are taken, so best practice dictates that three SCRIM runs are carried out between May and September and a Mean Summer Sideway-Force Coefficient (MSSFC) is then calculated.

1.6 The results are analysed in conjunction with records of wet skidding accidents to determine whether remedial works to the road surface is required. 

1.7 If remedial works are required then the Policy provides some guidance on the choice of suitable treatments, which may include:

· Planing and resurfacing of the existing carriageway surface layer

· Application of a thin layer surfacing incorporating calcined bauxite chippings

· Mechanical retexturing of the existing surface

· Erection of ‘slippery road surface’ signs
1.8 Currently the Policy is applied only to the Principal Road network (A roads). Any failure to deal with sites identified as requiring some level of remedial work may leave the Council in a difficult position. It is important therefore, that any remedial measured identified from this survey process are dealt with as a priority.

1.9 It is intended to extend survey and analysis to the Other Classified Road network (B + C roads) in due course, when the analysis of the Principal Road network (A roads) has been completed.
2.0 CONCLUSIONS:

2.1 This policy supplements and expands on the service statement defined in the recently approved document ‘Highway Maintenance – Operational Standards for Highways and Street Lighting Maintenance’.

2.2 The Skid Resistance Policy identifies Salford City Council’s method of measuring and interpreting collected data relating to the skid resistance of carriageways. It also outlines the requirements for new surfacings, ensuring that they achieve adequate levels of skid resistance.

2.3 It is therefore recommended that Lead Member acknowledges the contents of the report and approves the document for implementation.
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