



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

ON MONDAY 3rd JULY 2006

______________________________________________________________

TITLE:  
Media City:UK Planning Guidance – Draft for Consultation 

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

· That Lead Member approves the Draft Planning Guidance for the purposes of public consultation.

______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

· Part of the Vision of the Central Salford URC is to transform Central Salford into a vibrant urban centre, to become the ‘most beautiful’ part of Greater Manchester.  One of the Priority Investment areas for the URC is Salford Quays.  This is the potential location for a new BBC North HQ complex.  

· In response to these complementary pressures, draft planning guidance has been prepared to set out principles for how a wider area can be developed for mixed use (in line with the principles of policy MX1 of the recently adopted Salford UDP (2004 – 2016), with a clear focus on creating the conditions for a ‘Media City’ of international standing.  This area extends to include part of Trafford Wharfside and officers of Trafford MBC have been involved in the preparation of the document. 

· Lead Member is requested to approve this draft for the purposes of consultation.

___________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

· Salford UDP (2004 – 2016) 

· Draft Vision and Regeneration Framework, Central Salford URC

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  LOW

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  UDP / PDG.

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  Reviewed by Richard Lester / Ian Sheard

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  Reviewed by Nigel Dickens


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:  Not applicable


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS:  Not applicable


PROPERTY:  Not applicable

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES:  Not applicable

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:  David Evans
  0161 601 7733

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  Ordsall

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

· Salford UDP (2004 – 2016) 

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1 Introduction

1.1 
Part of the Vision of the Central Salford URC is to transform Central Salford into a vibrant urban centre, to become the ‘most beautiful’ part of Greater Manchester.  One of the Priority Investment areas for the URC is Salford Quays.  This is the potential location for a new BBC North HQ complex.  In response to these complementary pressures, draft planning guidance has been prepared to set out principles for how a wider area can be developed for mixed use (in line with the principles of policy MX1 of the recently adopted Salford UDP (2004 – 2016), with a clear focus on creating the conditions for a ‘Media City’ of international standing.  This area extends to include part of Trafford Wharfside and officers of Trafford MBC have been involved in the preparation of the document.

2.0 
Purpose of this Document

2.1   
This Guidance relates to the intention to establish Media City:UK (MC:UK) on approximately 220 ha of land in and around Salford Quays and Trafford Wharfside, with the 14.8 ha Quays Point site at its core (Plan 1).  The Vision is to create a globally significant new media city capable of competing with similar emerging locations in Copenhagen, Seoul and Singapore.  The intention is to create a modern digital city for the UK, where creative talent is drawn by the quality and excitement of the environment and the range and mix of people.  MC:UK will be 

1. a place that is designed to stimulate linkage and exchange ideas; 

2. a place where people live, work, play and learn; 

3. a place where new ways of informing, educating and entertaining will be created.  
2.2
This Planning Guidance has been prepared jointly by Salford City Council and Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council to set out the guidelines which the Councils as local planning authorities will apply in considering applications for planning permission within the area. At this stage it represents non-statutory guidance, but it is set within the framework provided by the Adopted Salford Unitary Development Plan (2004 – 2016) (Salford UDP) and the Proposed Adopted UDP for Trafford (Trafford UDP), and will be translated into the respective Local Development Framework documents in due course, and as appropriate.
2.3 
The Guidance draws on the work done in preparing a Masterplan for the Quays Point area and to guide that work as it is refined. It is intended to assist the URC as it moves forward in implementing key elements of it’s Vision & Regeneration Framework, as well as the two local planning authorities and developers

2.4
The Guidance will be a material consideration for the City Council and Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council when determining planning applications and other matters in the area.  

3.0 Consultation Process

3.1 
It is proposed that the draft Planning Guidance for Media City:UK is subject to a six week public consultation period, starting at an early date – to be agreed with Trafford MBC.

3.2 
All comments received within the 6 week period will be carefully considered by the City Council / Trafford MBC and the Planning Guidance amended where appropriate.  A summary of the representations received will be reported to Lead Member.

4.0 Conclusion

4.1
Lead Member is requested to support the publication of the Planning Guidance, for the purposes of consultation.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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