	Part 1
	ITEM NO.


	REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION



	TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

ON 3rd July 2006


	TITLE: Swinton Town Centre Parking & Congestion Study



	RECOMMENDATIONS: That Urban Vision engineers explore the findings detailed below in more detail.

That Urban Vision engineers carry out an initial consultation with residents in order to obtain their views on the suggestions made below.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: A recent study of Swinton, carried out by Capita Symonds to investigate parking and congestion has identified a number of options.  This report briefly gives detail of their findings with comments where appropriate.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Swinton Town Centre Parking and Congestion Summary Jan 06.



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Medium. High levels of congestion will reduce air quality and impact adversely on the environment.



	SOURCE OF FUNDING: Initial works and appraisals to be carried out within management fee with limited supplementation from Block 3.



	LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Not required at this stage



	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Not applicable at this stage (see “source of funding” above.)



	COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: A consultation exercise will be required with residents.  Regular liaison with the press will also help to keep the community informed.



	CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: Previously reported to Swinton (Political) Executive and Swinton Community Committee.



	PROPERTY: N/A



	HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A



	CONTACT OFFICER: Steven Lee – 799 4871 – steven.lee@urbanvision.org.uk



	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Swinton South and Swinton North.



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Environmental Strategy; Transport Strategy.




1.0. Report

1.1. A recent study of Swinton has recently been carried out in order to investigate problems related to parking and congestion.  This has identified a number of options which are explained in more detail below.

Parking

1.2. Works carried out to identify the extent of the problem were as follows:

· an on street vehicle registration survey of the streets surrounding Swinton Town Centre (including those to the north of the civic centre and those to the west and south) was undertaken.

· a survey of residents and interviews of business owners were undertaken.

1.3. This enabled a comprehensive picture of parking habits and requirements of the various users (residents, shoppers, businesses and Civic Centre staff) to be built up.  Various options were then considered including:

· do nothing,

· changing the management of the parking supply to encourage more efficient utilisation, and,

· increasing the supply and managing the demand (although it was noted that demand management would be necessary in order to avoid the dominance of car traffic in town centres and the economic and environmental impact of catering for unrestrained traffic growth.)

1.4. The study concluded that due to the various competing demands the current parking situation is not sustainable and some parking control measures are required to optimise availability.  It suggests that the most appropriate use parking will be achieved by managing where the different users are parking.

Congestion

1.5. This work consisted of on street observations and surveys which allowed traffic flow to be modelled through a number of key junctions and links.  Comparisons were also made of the link flow along the A6 with flow on the A56 (a similar road within Cheshire).

1.6. The study identified that whilst the radial routes around and through Swinton do suffer from congestion this is limited to the peak periods and is neither widespread nor severe, being concentrated around specific pinch points.  The A6 Chorley Road / B3251 Partington Lane/Station Road is the critical junction within the town centre.  Measures considered to improve capacity included land acquisition and subsequent carriageway widening, and the provision of new routes.  However, it was felt that these measures had significant problems with respect to cost, environmental impact and public acceptability.

2.0. Options to be appraised

Parking

(a) The implementation of an on street community parking scheme to the north of the Civic Centre with a combination of short term limited waiting (30 mins) and longer term (2 hours) with exemptions for both residents and businesses as follows:

	General area (with the exception of Chorley Road)
	Monday to Saturday 8am - 6pm, 2 hours limited waiting return prohibited within 2 hours.  Residents and businesses exempted.

	Wellington Road
	(In addition to the above) build outs to be introduced in order to define parking bays and improve visibility.  Unrestricted areas on the west side of the carriageway should be designated as disabled bays.

	Chorley Road (Clarendon Road - Pendlebury Road)
	Monday to Saturday 8am to 6pm, 30 minutes limited waiting return again prohibited within 2 hours.


Deliverability - Should be achievable in the short term subject to consultation results.  Anticipate consultation 3 – 6 months.

(b) The provision of delivery bays at appropriate locations identified through detailed consultation with local businesses.  Deliverability - Should dovetail with above.
(c) The implementation of an on street community parking scheme to the west and south of the Civic Centre providing for 2 hours limited waiting with exemptions for both residents and businesses.  Deliverability - Should be achievable in the short term subject to consultation results.  Anticipate consultation 3 – 6 months.
(d) The provision of additional parking for Salford City Council permit holders to better align permit issue with supply, either through new build or via negotiations with large retailers aimed at allowing Salford City Council staff usage of private car parks.  Deliverability - Medium to long term dependent upon negotiations with private sector.
(e) The Council to approach the shopping centre owners / managers with a view to opening up discussions on their parking and charging regimes.  Deliverability - Medium to long term dependent upon will of new owners.
2.1. Initial consultation has already been carried out with Swinton (Political) Executive and Swinton Community Committee who have made the following comments:

· That the two hour waiting limit proposed to the north of the Civic Centre be reduced to one hour in order to act as disincentive to precinct users to park in side streets.

· That any controlled parking regimes be introduced simultaneously and that Lower Sutherland Street be included.

· That residents should not be asked to make a contribution to the funding of the scheme (approximate costs for the introduction of a residents parking scheme works out at around £45 per linear metre.)

Congestion

(a) That a detailed investigation of the coordination of the A6 Chorley Road / B3251 Partington Lane / Station Road and the A6 Chorley Road / Wellington Road signals be carried out in order to ensure their most efficient peak period operation.  Deliverability - Short to medium term – dependent upon workload of GMUTC.
(b) That detailed investigation into the impact of banning the right turn from Chorley Road into Partington Lane be carried out.  Deliverability - Short to medium term – dependent upon workload of GMTU.
Travel Plans

(a) The introduction of a City Council travel plan.  Deliverability – Complete / on-going.
(b) The introduction of travel plans by retailers such as Morrissons, Aldi, B & Q and Matalan.  Deliverability - Short to medium term dependent upon negotiations with private sector and availability of resources.
3.0. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1. That Urban Vision engineers explore the above suggestions in more detail.

3.2. That Urban Vision engineers carry out an initial consultation with residents in order to obtain their views on the suggestions made above
Bill Taylor

Managing Director Urban Vision
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