



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 

ON MONDAY 4 JUNE 2007
______________________________________________________________

TITLE: LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME 2007/8 – 2009/10 Revision A

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That the Lead Member for Planning approves:

(1)
the attached Local Development Scheme (2007/8- 2009/10) Revision A for submission to the Secretary Of State.

(2)
that the revised Local Development Scheme shall have effect from Monday 2nd July 2007.
______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Local Development Scheme (LDS) 2007/8 – 2009/10 was approved in March 2007.  It is now necessary to revise the LDS in order to amend the production timetables for all of the Supplementary Planning Documents. The report sets out the proposed revision of the LDS and seeks its approval for submission to the Secretary of State.

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: The Council has a statutory duty to prepare and maintain its Local Development Scheme.  Richard Lester Locum Solicitor.

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: None – Nigel Dickens advised by email that there are no implications

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A


VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT OFFICER: N/A

PROPERTY: N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A


CONTACT OFFICER: Alison Partington 793 3780

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Local Development Framework

______________________________________________________________

1.0 
Introduction

1.1 The Local Development Scheme (LDS) describes what the City Council is going to do to prepare new and revised planning policy for the City over a 3- year period. It contains the key milestones for the production of these documents. The Council’s performance against these timetables is monitored and therefore the LDS is a key document for the Council in terms of performance management.

1.2 The current LDS (2007/8 – 2009/10) was approved, by the Secretary of State, in March 2007.  It is now necessary to revise this LDS to incorporate revised timetables for two of the Supplementary Planning Documents, which it is clear can no longer be produced according to their existing timetables.

2.0 Reasons for Revising the LDS

2.1
The current LDS which was approved in March 2007 contains a Design SPD and a Sustainable Design and Construction Guide SPD.  These two documents are interlinked and as a result are being produced on identical timetables.  The drafts of these documents were due to go out for consultation in June-July 2007 and to be adopted in January 2008.

2.2
The Design SPD is being produced in close collaboration with CABE who are intending to use it as exemplar practice provided that we are able to continue to demonstrate that we have adopted an innovative approach to the process.

2.3
This process has involved: 

· the production team working under the guidance of a steering group (made up of elected members, community representation, respected design professionals, academics, Central Salford URC, Salford City Council's Chief Executive and CABE);

· front loading the consultation, through a series of street stall consultations across the city, holding a launch workshop and a design professionals event (which was well attended by respected speakers, developers, architects and stakeholder organisations); and 

· working with the University of Manchester, University of Salford and local schools in a range of projects aimed at determining what makes up Salford's special character.

2.4
This innovative approach has taken longer than anticipated but the production team are now at a stage where they could quickly draw up generic policies to meet the LDS time frame.  Such an approach however would not gain the support of CABE, meet the vision set down by the steering group at the outset or meet the aspirations of the consultation stakeholders whose views have been instrumental in the development of this document.

2.5 As a result it is considered that it would be better to revise the timetable to allow the production of the exemplar document that will provide the correct framework for achieving good quality design within the city.  

2.6 In order to do this however it is necessary to revise the timetable for the production of the document. The timetable would now be such that the consultation of the draft document would be in September – October 2007 and adoption in March 2008.

2.7 The Sustainable Design and Construction Guide SPD is closely related to the Design SPD in terms of its content.  It is considered that it would be premature to proceed with this document in advance of the Design SPD and therefore it is recommended that the timetable for its production be revised at the same time.

2.8 The Telecommunications and Hot Food Take Aways SPDs both went out to consultation in February – March 2007 and were due for adoption in September 2007.  The responses to these documents will only require minimal changes to be made and therefore it is considered that it will be possible to have them ready to go through for adoption to July Council.  Whilst revising the LDS it is considered that we should update the adoption dates for these 2 documents as well.

2.9 A copy of the revised LDS is attached
3.0 Recommendations

3.1
It is recommended that the Lead Member for Planning approves:

(1) the attached Local Development Scheme (2007/8- 2009/10) Revision A for submission to the Secretary Of State.

(2) that the revised Local Development Scheme shall have effect from Monday 2nd July 2007.
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