	
	ITEM NO.



REPORT OF:
 THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & PLANNING


TO:

THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING
-  04 July 2005





THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING
-  07 July 2005


TITLE : 


NATIONAL CYCLE NETWORK ROUTE 6 





 -  WALKWAY REDESIGNATIONS TO SHARED-USE STATUS


RECOMMENDATIONS :
It is recommended that the Lead Member notes the proposed way-signing of the route of the National Cycle Network Route 6 through Salford.  It is also recommended that approval be given to the formal conversion of a number of walkways along the route to unsegregated shared-use facilities for both pedestrians and cyclists, all as scheduled within this report, in order to enable these walkways to be used as part of the cycle route network.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
This report describes the proposals to sign the Sustrans NCN 
Route 6 through Salford and seeks approval to the associated 
conversion of riverside footpaths to shared-use pedestrian / 
cyclist facilities.  


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
Plan No. TT/PC/T/5/19/1, “National Cycle Network 


(Available for public inspection)
Route 6, Salford Proposed Route”.



ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

LOW

	



SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Block 3  - Transport Capital Programme for 2005/06.  Tender approval will be the subject of a subsequent report to Lead Member.

	



COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT 
SERVICES (or his representative):


LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by :
Ian Sheard  Ext. 3084


FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by :
Stephen Bayley Ext. 2584


PROPERTY (if applicable):


N/A


HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):
N/A

	



CONTACT OFFICER :

PAUL CARTER  Ext. 3857  paul.carter@salford.gov.uk



WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
Irwell Riverside


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Improving health in Salford, Encouraging learning, leisure and creativity in Salford, Local Cycling Strategy, Local Transport Plan.



DETAILS:


1.
The Lead Member will be aware that the charitable organisation SUSTRANS (taken from the phrase sustainable transport) is promoting two of its National Cycle Network Routes through Salford, NCN Route 55 (between Manchester and Wigan) and NCN Route 6 (between Manchester and Bury).  This NCN Route 6 will form part of larger national cycle route, ultimately linking London with Preston.  

2.
Sustrans is also considering a further route, NCN Route 60, which will provide a circulatory route round Greater Manchester.  However, plans for this route are still at a very early stage.   NCN Route 60 will, thus, be the subject of a further report to the Lead Member in due course.

3.
The line of the proposed NCN 6 seeks to provide a safe and pleasant cycle route between Manchester and Bury, generally aiming to follow the line of the River Irwell for much of its length.  The proposed route is shown on the attached Plan No. TT/PC/T/5/19/1.  

4.
With this in mind, the proposed route will utilise much of the riverside walkways through the Irwell Riverside ward, all of which are currently designated for pedestrian access only.  These footpaths, therefore, will need to be redesignated as shared-use facilities for both pedestrians and cyclists, in order to formalise and permit cyclists to use them.  Such formalisation is achieved through a City Council resolution to that effect, as per the recommendation at the front of this report, and the installation of appropriate signing.  The riverside walkways which are required to be redesignated for shared-use are listed below:

· Walkway between Silk Street and the Adelphi Footbridge;

· Walkway between Hough Lane Bridge and Frederick Road; &

· Walkway between Frederick Road and the Gerald Road Footbridge.

The costs for the conversion of these existing footpaths to shared-use status is estimated at approx. £3,000, and will be funded from an existing budget allocated within the approved Block 3 Transport Capital Programme for 2005/06.

5.
Sustrans are planning to celebrate their first 10 years (and first 10,000 miles of cycle routes) in September 2005, with a series of organised mass bike rides.  These will include one particular ride, which will journey from Manchester to Preston, via Salford and is planned to be held on the 17th September 2005.  It is important, therefore, that the City Council has the new route established and signed in good time for that event. 

6.
Other proposed works associated with the NCN 6 include a contra-flow cycle lane at Gt George Street, and an extension of the Riverside walkway in the vicinity of Littleton Road, both of which will be the subject of future reports to the Lead Member in due course.  

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing & Planning
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