
REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

ON 5 June 2006 

TITLE:    
PARK AND RIDE FACILITY FOR PROPOSED SALFORD CITY REDS 
  
    
STADIUM


RECOMMENDATIONS:    It is recommended that the Lead Member for Planning Services approves, in principle, the use of the Salford Civic Centre Car Park as a Park and Ride site for the proposed new Salford City Reds Stadium, subject to a more detailed future report on detailed terms and conditions.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:      This report presents a proposal of Salford City Reds to use the Civic Centre car park as a possible park and ride site for their proposed new stadium.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  N / A

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  Low.

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  :   N / A 


LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:     Salford City Reds would be required to indemnify the City 
Council against the public liability of the park and ride operation.  (Ian Sheard)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:     (Steve Bayley)
COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS:  As per report.  (Darren Findley)
PROPERTY:     The City Council does not use the car park outside of the normal working week and, therefore, it could be made available, subject to proper indemnities and security arrangements.   (Richard Wynne)  

HUMAN RESOURCES:  N / A


CONTACT OFFICER:    Darren Findley       Ext 3849  
darren.findley@salford.gov.uk

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:    Swinton


DETAILS:

1.
The Lead Member will be aware that Salford City Reds have applied for planning permission to build a new stadium and development on the Barton strategic site, and that this application is likely to be the subject of a local public inquiry.   Salford City Reds are now seeking approval, in principle, to use the Civic Centre car park as a park and ride site, to be used for some of their busier matches, so as to reduce the likely traffic impact in the vicinity of the proposed new stadium. 

2.
The Travel Plan for the proposed stadium assumes that 3000 car-borne fans can be catered for on the stadium car park, and that this will be sufficient for the majority of their matches.  However, it is envisaged that there will be a few matches (approximately 5 each year) where there will be a need for further, remote car parking.  The Willows ground will be available to provide some of this extra provision, but additional remote parking will be required for the larger events.   At this stage, Salford City Reds are only seeking approval in principle to the use of the Civic Centre car park, in order for them to fully evaluate their available options.

3.
The Civic Centre car park site is considered to be a suitable location for the likely “Away” supporters that the remote parking would be needed for, namely the likes of Leeds or Bradford (travelling on the M62/M60), & Wigan or St Helens (via the East Lancs Rd).  On these events, Salford City Reds envisage up to 373 cars parking at the Civic Centre, i.e. utilising all of the parking spaces.   It might be more prudent, however, For the City Council to allow them to utilise less, say a maximum of 350 spaces, in order to leave a few remaining spaces for any Council staff requiring to use the car park at those times.  Salford City Reds would provide transport to/from the stadium only for those supporters parking at the Civic Centre, which would generally require up to 14 coach trips each way, envisaged as 7 coaches, each making 2 trips. 

4.
The expected times of day for operation of the park and ride site are linked to the fact that such matches would be likely to be broadcast on satellite television and, thus, are as follows:

· Friday 8pm;

· Saturday 6pm;

· Sunday 3pm.


In terms of traffic management, these times are not expected to pose any particular problems.  In addition,  the anticipated arrangements would be such that supporters would be provided with vouchers with their match tickets, enabling them to park on the car park and also entitle them to travel on the coaches.  Therefore, there would not be any problems of parking over-spill into any of the nearby residential streets, since any supporters without the necessary vouchers would not be able to travel on the coaches.

5.
In terms of public liabilities, Salford City Reds would indemnify the City Council against the liability of the public use of the Civic Centre car park as a park and ride site.  It is recommended, therefore, that the Lead Member gives approval in principle to the use of the Civic Centre car park as a park and ride site for the proposed new Salford City Reds Stadium, subject to the establishment of a suitable legal agreement.

Malcolm Sykes
Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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