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REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LTD



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 5TH SEPTEMBER 2005


TITLE: BARRACKS REGENT PARK ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS


RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. That the release of Neighbourhood Road Safety Initiative funds be approved

2. That the sketch scheme be approved.

3. That the cost estimate be noted.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Environmental improvements are proposed to Regent Park, Ordsall.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS (Available for public inspection):

Sketch Scheme Drawing O10512-B01 ‘Outline Proposals Regent Square Park’


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: £50,000 from Neighbourhood Road Safety Initiative (NRSI) and £36,135 from S106 funding secured in relation to new housing developments in the area

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

Provided by :  Pauline Lewis

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS    
Provided by :
Nigel Dickens Principal Group Accountant  

PROPERTY (if applicable): 



Not applicable

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):


Not applicable

CLIENT CONSULTED: Yes (Housing Services, New Barracks Tenants Management Cooperative)

	


CONTACT OFFICERS : Sarah Brabban, Transportation, Urban Vision




      Tel. 0161 793 3729

      Rachel Chalmers, The Landscape Design Group, Urban Vision

      Tel. 0161 793 2812


WARD TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): Ordsall


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Enhancing life in Salford 

                                            Assisting with casualty reduction in Salford 





  Procurement Strategy


DETAILS:

1.0 Proposals:
1.1 Regent Park is in Regent Square at the heart of the New Barracks Tenant Management Cooperative (NBTMC) area. 

1.2 The park is owned by Housing Services and maintained by Environmental Services, with additional management and maintenance input from the NBTMC. This will not change.

1.3 This scheme is part of the Neighbourhood Road Safety Initiative (NRSI) programme. It is that by improving the park facilities it will encourage safe play away from nearby roads and thereby reduce the incidence of road traffic accidents in the area.

1.4 In addition to the NRSI intentions, NBTMC wish to increase usage of the park by creating  clearer activity zones giving a greater degree of separation between potentially conflicting uses.  The park is in reasonable condition and is already popular with local residents.

1.5 The proposed scheme develops the northern area of the park for active sports such as football, retaining a large flat grass area.  The southern area is to include a play area for primary school age children, and the remaining grass areas will be gently mounded. The two halves are to be divided by a new path across the middle of the park, following a desire line between existing gates on each side, with mounding and trim trail equipment to reinforce the north-south divide.  New seating and tree and bulb planting will complete the environmental improvements.

1.6 Outline proposals were developed last year following considerable resident consultation carried out by NBTMC; the proposals were presented to the NBTMC general meeting last August and were approved. The NBTMC Working Group, Management Committee and General Meeting will continue to be involved in the development of the detailed proposals.  Consultation has also taken place with children at local primary schools concerning choice of play equipment (St Joseph’s, Radclyffe and St Clement’s).

1.7 Sustainability has been taken into consideration.  Many existing features are to be retained and very little material will need to be taken to landfill. Recycled material will be used in path construction and will be considered for site furniture.  Additional planting will enhance the biodiversity already present in the park.  Good access and facilities for all users will promote full use and longevity of the scheme.

1.8 The scheme conforms with relevant principles of Secured by Design, including the guidelines for play areas.

2.0 Financial Implications:
2.1 The scheme will be completed in the current financial year, 2005/6. Only retention monies and final account will be required in 2006/7.

2.2 Expenditure is estimated as follows:

	
	2005/6
	2006/7
	Total

	Works
	£69,419
	£2,000
	£71,419

	Fees
	£13,316
	£1,500
	£14,716

	Total
	£82,735
	£3,500
	£86,135


2.3 The scheme is funded by NRSI (£50,000) and S106 funding secured in relation to new housing developments in the area (£36,135).

2.4 The ongoing new maintenance costs arising from the completed capital scheme, estimated at £4,500 per annum can be accommodated within existing budgets.  

3.0 Conclusion
3.1 Approval of the scheme will result in an enhanced park environment, encouraging greater use by all local residents and a safer environment for all.

Bill Taylor

Managing Director, Urban Vision Partnership Ltd
Page 1 of 3

