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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 


on 6th February 2006


TITLE: SALFORD CITY COUNCIL SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT:  NATURE CONSERVATION AND BIODIVERSITY: CONSULTATION DRAFT


RECOMMENDATIONS:


That the draft of the supplementary planning document “Nature Conservation and Biodiversity”, the Sustainability Appraisal and the Consultation Statement be approved for the purposes of consultation together with the proposed consultation arrangements.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:


The SPD aims to enhance the biodiversity interest of the city by supporting the maintenance, restoration, expansion and management of designated sites and priority habitats, safeguarding protected and priority species and protecting and improving wildlife corridors and stepping stones.   


It is proposed that the draft SPD and associated documents be subject to public consultation during the period from Friday, 17th February 2006 to Thursday, 30th March 2006.  

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Lead Member Report for 14th November 2005 (which sought and received approval for Scoping Report for Sustainability Appraisal of proposed Nature Conservation and Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document), and the Scoping Report itself. Plus the documents included as appendices to the Consultation Statement. 

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:
UDP Revenue Budget 

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by: 
Richard Lester

There are no significant legal implications. The documents have been prepared in accordance with statutory requirements

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by:
Nigel Dickens

None

PROPERTY (if applicable):



HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):
No implications

	


CONTACT OFFICER:
Marion Raines 0161 793 3647


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

Replacement Unitary Development Plan: Nature Conservation Policies 


1
Introduction
1.1 The Local Development Scheme (LDS), which was approved in April 2005, identifies the production of a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for Nature Conservation and Biodiversity.  The purpose of the SPD is to produce additional guidance, primarily in support of the nature conservation policies of the Replacement UDP but also in support of a number of others (e.g. landscaping and mineral development). The SPD seeks to ensure that all stakeholders involved in the development control process, have a clear understanding of how the Replacement UDP policies should be implemented. 

1.2 On 14th November 2005, lead member gave approval to consult on the scoping report for the sustainability appraisal that will accompany the Nature Conservation and Biodiversity SPD.

2
Nature Conservation and Biodiversity SPD
2.1 Although an SPD has lesser status than a Development Plan Document, it can be produced and adopted in a far quicker timescale.

2.2 The overarching goal of the SPD is to maintain and improve the city’s biodiversity, ensuring there is no net loss of nature conservation assets, and where possible and appropriate, there is an enhancement, and increase in those assets.

2.3 The proposed consultation draft of the document is attached for approval.  

3
Supporting Documents

3.1 According to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) there is a need to undertake a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of any SPD. In addition, these appraisals should fully incorporate the requirements of the European Directive 2001/42/EC (otherwise known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive), which was transposed into English law by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

3.2 In addition to a SA, the draft SPD should also be accompanied by a statement of consultations already carried out in preparation of the draft SPD. A public notice setting out where the SA and its Consultation Statement can be viewed must also be placed in a local newspaper.

3.3 Copies of the SA and the Consultation Statement are attached for approval. 

4
Consultation Proposals

4.1 Public consultation on the draft SPD will take place from Friday, 17th February 2006 to Thursday, 30th March 2006. Statutory notice of the consultation will be published in the Manchester Evening News.

4.2       Copies of the 3 documents will be available for inspection on the council website, at the Civic Centre, Emerson House and in local libraries. 
4.3       Letters (together with the 3 documents) will be sent to the 4 statutory consultees for the Scoping Report and the key stakeholders involved in nature conservation and preparing the draft SPD, inviting comments (see Appendix A of Consultation Statement). In addition, letters together with the 3 documents will be sent to those organisations/individuals who supported/objected to the nature conservation policies of the Replacement UDP (see Appendix B), inviting comments. A number of consultancies (see Appendix C) involved in the council’s regeneration initiatives will also be notified that the documents are available on the website, and that comments are invited on them.

4.4
For any additional individuals or organisations wanting a hard copy, a charge of £xx will be made.

5
The Next Steps

5.1 All comments received by 4.30pm on Thursday, 30th March 2006 will be taken into account.  A report detailing the comments received, and any changes made to the document as a result, or giving reasons why no changes are proposed, will be produced.

5.2 It is currently anticipated that the final report of consultation and a final draft SPD will be reported to the lead member for Planning on Monday, 3rd July 2006, to Cabinet briefing (for information) on Tuesday, 11th July 2006 and to Council, for adoption, on Wednesday, 16th August 2006.

6
Conclusions 

6.1 The proposed SPD will provide additional guidance for those individuals and bodies involved in designing and considering development proposals affecting Salford’s nature conservation/biodiversity assets. 
6.2 It is recommended that the draft “Nature Conservation and Biodiversity SPD”, its Sustainability Appraisal and the Consultation Statement be approved for the purposes of consultation, together with the proposed consultation arrangements.
Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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