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	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION 
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON THE 6 APRIL 2010.

TITLE:
CAR PARKING CHARGES

RECOMMENDATION: That The Lead Member for Planning:

1.  Approves an increase in car parking charges.  
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: It is now eight years since on-street pay and display parking charges in Salford were introduced and the fees have not increased during that time. Off-street car parking charges were last increased in the City in 2007 and as operating costs have generally risen, it is now -proposed that parking fees be increased accordingly.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
N/A

(Available for public inspection)

KEY DECISION:
YES 
DETAILS: Increased charges will apply to all Pay and Display car parks and on-street paid for parking areas throughout the City.  

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Local Transport Plan.  Salford City Council’s 3 year budget strategy.
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:- Free parking in both on and off-street bays will continue to operate for disabled motorists displaying a blue badge.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Medium – Failure to increase the charges required to keep pace with increased maintenance and running costs will put at risk the Councils ability to provide an effective service.

SOURCE OF FUNDING Parking Budget/Civil Parking Enforcement  
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS  Supplied by Jeanette Williams Ext 3121.  No legal issues

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by Stephen Bayley Ext. 2584

Increasing the car parking charges could potentially realise additional income of £108,000 per annum
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED:  No

CONTACT OFFICER: Mr William L Earnshaw
TEL. NO. 0161 779 4924

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All

DETAILS:

1.0
 Background.

1.1
Parking charges on the City’s Pay and Display car parks were last increased in 2007 and it is now considered appropriate to consider increasing those charges to meet rising maintenance and repair costs.

1.2
In addition, on-street Pay and Display parking charges, which were introduced within Salford’s Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) in 2002, have not increased and it is therefore appropriate to review those charges.

2.0
Proposed Charge Increases.

2.1
 It is proposed to increase charges as follows:

	
	Current Charges
	Proposed Charge
	Increase

	
	
	
	

	Salford and Swinton Car Parks:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	0 – 2 hours:
	£1.00
	£1.10
	10p

	Over 2 hours:
	£2.50
	£2.60
	10p

	
	
	
	

	Eccles Car Parks:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	John William Street, Precinct and Apron


	
	
	

	0 – 3 hours:
	£1.00
	£1.10
	10p

	3 – 4 hours:
	£2.00
	£2.10
	10p

	4 – 6 hours:
	£2.50
	£2.60
	10p

	Over 6 hours:     
	£5.00
	(No change)
	

	
	
	
	

	Irwell Place and St Marys Road:
	
	
	

	0 – 3 hours:
	£1.00
	£1.10
	10p

	Over 3 hours:
	£2.50
	£2.60
	10p

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Worsley Court House:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	0 – 1 hour:
	Free
	
	

	1 - 2 hours:
	£1.00
	£1.10
	10p

	Over 2 hours:
	£2.50
	£2.60
	10p

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Annual Contract Parking:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	All car parks:
	£280 (plus VAT)
	£286 (plus VAT)
	£6.00 (2%)

	
	
	
	

	Controlled Parking Zone:
	£1.00 per hour
	£1.50 per hour
	50p


3.0
Financial Considerations.

3.1 
Off-street income from the Council’s Pay and Display car parks during the 2009 calendar year was approximately £480,000 with on-street approximately £160,000.

3.2 
Whilst the proposed increases in charges for on-street parking appear to be high at 50%, this would be the first time in eight years that rates have been increased, potentially generating an approximate additional £80K per annum from within the CPZ area. 

3.3 
The percentage proposed increase for pay and display car parks is much less at around 6% on average which would see an increase in income of approximately £28,000
3.4 
It should be remembered that a considerable amount of income received from the paid for parking operation is consumed by running costs. In addition to car park repairs and general maintenance, the cost of cash collections, the machine bureau monitoring service, insurance and machine maintenance alone amounts to around £75,000 per annum. 

3.5 
Motorists’ reluctance to pay extra parking charges could initially result in a reduction in demand but this would decrease over time as the increased charges become more recognised.

4.0
Recommendation.

4.1
That the Lead Member for Planning approves an increase in car parking charges. 
