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REPORT OF STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING
9th February 2011
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES

14th February 2011
       TITLE:  IRWELL RIVER PARK – COMMITMENT OF REMAINING FUNDING FROM 2010/11 CONFIRMED RESOURCE ALLOCATION
RECOMMENDATIONS:

That Lead Member for Planning:
a) Approve projects that will secure the overall commitment of all confirmed resources for IRP totalling £1,102,915 as described and phased in the cost and funding tables at section 5.2 in this report. This requires no new funding commitment from the City Council – it utilises the funding balances that are already available within IRP’s approved resource programme.

b) Approve the s106 sum of £129,717 from the Abito development to support IRP’s programme of works in Ordsall. (This sum represents 50% of the overall s106 secured from Abito).

That Lead Member for Customer and Support Services:

c)
Approve the extension of the existing Morrison Construction Ltd contract from the original tender price of £377,920 to £394,680 which now includes definitive rather than provisional sums, and then incorporate additional works into that contract as described in the report totalling £128,761. The total contract sum for Morrison would then be £523,461, which amounts to a 38.5% increase.
d)
Note the carry forward of confirmed available resources for IRP from 2010/11 totalling £320,319 comprising £190,602 capital gateway funding and £129,717 s106 from the Abito development. This carry forward is endorsed by the Director of Customer and Support Services and requires no new funding from the City Council during 2011/12 to support delivery of projects set out in this report.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
This report seeks approval to incorporate projects within IRP’s programme, in addition to those already approved during 2010/11 for IRP’s routeway works and the Soapworks Green Finger development, to fully commit all of IRP’s confirmed resources totalling £1,102,915. This requires no new funding commitment from the City Council – it utilises the funding balances that are already available within IRP’s approved resource programme.

The report also seeks approval to the commitment of Section 106 funding totalling £129,717 from the Abito development at Salford Quays/Clippers Quay to deliver specific improvement works to River Park Central (specifically Ordsall Waterfront) during 2011/12. 
There are no additional maintenance commitments arising from the projects seeking approval within this report. 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

None
KEY DECISION:
YES 
1.0
DETAILS
1.1 Lead Members may recall that a sum of £614,583 was approved on 17th August 2010 (Planning) and 24th August 2010 (Customer and Support Services) for detailed design, site supervision and construction to deliver significant improvements to Irwell River Park’s routeway. In addition to this, extensive environmental works had already been funded by Central Salford URC’s Neighbourhood Improvement Programme, and a partnership between the City Council and Nikal/Abstract/Carlyle would also deliver a new £290,000 Green Finger link at the Soapworks between Ordsall Lane and the Irwell.
1.2 The tender was issued on the basis of significant funding availability through IRP for 2010/11, and the table below sets out the source of that confirmed resource:
	IRP Confirmed Resource  2010/11 


	 Total 

	SCC Gateway Allocation
	£750,000

	Pre-Implementation Funds c/f
	£23,198

	SCC Maintenance Commitment
	£55,000

	Nikal/Abstract/Carlyle from Soapworks (50%)
	£145,000

	s106 Abito Development (Ordsall) *
	£129,717

	Total
	£1,102,915



* Became available during 2010/11
1.3
Subsequently on 19th October 2010, Lead Member for Planning approved the appointment of Morrison Construction Ltd to deliver this improvement work at a tendered price of £377,920. Since that time some of the provisional sums within the tender have been firmed up and a revised tender price of £394,690 is now proposed to Lead Member. These figures exclude any related fees for Urban Vision, which are in addition to the tendered price.
1.4
It was agreed at that meeting that officers would re-introduce elements of improvement works that had been initially excluded to commit all remaining monies to deliver outstanding and continued priorities for intervention. This report seeks approval to incorporate these additional elements into IRP’s programme utilising the balance of monies available.
1.5
Since that time, a number of other complementary priorities have been progressed by the IRP team, including approvals through Lead Member for Planning and Customer Services in December 2010 for Signage and Wayfinding, and further discussions with key partners have generated key proposals that will, if endorsed, have a significant impact and underpin future priorities, building confidence in delivery across the private and public sectors.
1.6
The sections below summarise the key priorities for delivery across Irwell River Park by zone with recommendations to Lead Members seeking to:
· Commit all approved resources from 2010/11 shown in the table above, towards key projects. Detailed costs for all projects, and the phasing of spend are summarised at section 5 of this report;
· Approve expenditure of £129,717 s106 monies from the Abito development in Ordsall towards delivering routeway and environmental improvements in Ordsall;

· Describe priorities for on-going significant funding during 2011/12 that forms the basis of a current gateway application to the City Council.
2.0
River Park Central
2.1 The Ordsall Waterfront presents a very poor frontage to the river due to the poor condition of development sites which border Ordsall Lane and the Irwell. As shown at Annex A and B this is particularly acute between the stretch of riverside bordering the Whitbread site and Woden Street Bridge, and it is apparent that the situation has worsened during the last year.
2.2 This contrasts with the significant improvement works along the southern end of Ordsall Waterfront with commencement of redevelopment at the Soapworks, the creation of a new green link between Ordsall Lane and the River Irwell through the Soapworks site, the demolition of Charles House (former Vanguard site), the restoration of Ordsall Hall, and the extensive environmental improvement works taking place within the Ordsall neighbourhood. It is proposed therefore to focus works on the northern end of Ordsall waterfront to consolidate improvements to the Park.
2.3 There are two sites in particular which would benefit from screening using high specification bespoke hoardings which would vastly enhance the riverside experience for users, improve the quality and attractiveness to support future private sector investment, and promote additional activity and usage of the routeway.
2.4 The proposals for hoardings at both sites are illustrated in the visuals enclosed at Annex A and B: 
a) Annex A shows the former Whitbread site, which had a fence and dwarf wall installed in the 1980s as part of the original routeway scheme. The fence is 195 metres in length, most of which is now in an extremely poor condition and in desperate need of replacement. Replacing the fence is not a viable option, as works would be needed to the supporting wall, the derelict site behind would not be screened, and the landowner has not responded to offers to open discussions regarding the state of the fence.

b) Annex B shows the site to the north of Fairbrother Street, which has been secured by the landowner using an unattractive steel pipe fence. The site has been in a state of complete disrepair for a number of years, with piles of rubble, overgrown weeds and scrap cars.
2.5 The proposal promoted by the IRP team and endorsed by Urban Vision is to screen both with a high specification, robust hoarding that incorporates a bespoke innovative design protected with a coating to reduce the incidence of graffiti. The hoarding would embrace a panel design with vibrant colours complementing the Irwell River Park branding and reflecting the aspiration to provide a safe, green and healthy way to walk, jog or cycle along the routeway.

2.6 The hoardings will be designed in detail following Lead Member approval, and will include liaison with Ordsall Community Arts who led on the extremely popular community mural adjacent to Woden Street Bridge. They will be specified to have a minimum lifetime of 5-10 years, will be robustly constructed and securely fastened to ensure that the potential for vandalism is minimised. 
2.7 Urban Vision Property has confirmed that the land on which both hoardings would be mounted is owned by Salford City Council. Urban Vision Development Control has confirmed that planning permission will not be required as the hoardings will display graphic art, inform the public of Irwell River Park, improve the public realm, abut existing boundary treatments that are for the most part old and unsightly and will be no higher than the existing boundary treatments. The hoardings themselves will provide additional security between the riverside and privately-owned development sites, will be robustly fixed and maintained to avoid potential crime and community safety problems.
2.8 Alongside the specific problems associated with low quality developments, there is a growing problem of graffiti along the whole of the Ordsall waterfront - one of the longest unbroken stretches of graffiti in the city. The situation has worsened in the last year and with the commitment of significant improvement works by the City Council along the routeway, it is necessary to tackle this issue immediately.
2.9 Annex C highlights the extent and severity of the problem which fosters the impression that the routeway is unsafe and uncared for. It deters users and will have a significant negative impact on future investment potential. It is therefore essential that for the first time graffiti is removed from the stretch of riverside extending from the Soapworks site to Princes Bridge in the City Centre.
2.10 Discussions have been held with graffiti removal companies to determine the cost of initial removal, which will include both the routeway and Woden Street Bridge. 
2.11 In addition to the above, and to facilitate enhanced community safety and accessibility at the gateway between Woden Street Bridge and St. George’s Arches, the IRP team and Urban Vision wish to incorporate bespoke lighting to Woden Street Bridge, and its surrounding environs. Discussion has been held with a contractor named Lighting and Illumination Technology Experience (LITE) who developed the innovative lighting for Gateshead’s ‘The Eye’ millennium bridge, and the proposal would be to incorporate this within the existing Morrison contract. A demonstration has been provided by the LITE team, and a visual showing the impact on Woden Street Bridge is included at Annex D.
3.0
River Park Meadows 
3.1
Following the announcement of NWDA closure in March 2012 and subsequent budget cuts to the Newlands programme, the Setting the Scene for Growth funding available for Crescent Meadows has been reduced by £13,000 from £175,750 to £162,750. In addition, the detailed design process has revealed high levels of ground contamination to the south eastern corner of the site, where two of the three proposed wetlands were to be located, substantially increasing disposal costs.
3.2
The preferred contractor are Horticon, who carried out the Phase 1 footpath works (now complete) and are also carrying out the Meadows Management and Maintenance works between 2008 and 2013. The final construction target price for the design proposals is £94,202, which is £24,202 above the available Newlands funding provided by NWDA and Forestry Commission.  The shortfall can be covered by £14,653 from the Irwell River Park’s remaining Salford City Council capital allocation, plus £9,549 from the approved Green and Walkable Streets programme within the approved Central Salford URC Business Plan. 
3.3
These contributions are essential in order to retain the essence of the proposals, and approval to this bespoke project funding is currently with the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration seeking approval.

3.4
The Anaconda stretch of the River Irwell is also an important routeway link between River Park City, particularly Greengate, and The Meadows and University of Salford. There is a strong community driven aspiration for a significant programme of environmental improvements to improve and continue to maintain this stretch, and to address pressing and immediate community safety issues. The area has for some time suffered from a lack of investment which now must be addressed to upgrade this important route which provides a riverside link between Greengate, Anaconda, The Meadows and University of Salford.
3.5
Two bespoke elements of work are currently being progressed in the area:

a) A programme of improvements to the Springfield Lane site have been approved  by the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration to enhance the visual attractiveness, clear shrubbery and overgrown vegetation, and to remove some of the hoardings around the site to enhance visual links across it to the riverside which will address community safety issues. This work will be completed by March 2011. 
b) Designs have been produced by Urban Vision working with key community groups to set out a vision for the Anaconda stretch between Springfield Lane and Broughton Bridge. Substantial public consultation has been carried out with local residents and community groups. This work has been initiated as part of the City Council’s commitment to providing £80,000 s106 monies to secure environmental improvement works, though costs are currently in excess of this sum available

3.6
The s106 works described above have been costed at approximately £160,000 and will include general landscape improvements, a formalised riverside pathway, improved access points, seating, border treatments and a community garden. This clearly is in excess of the Section 106 funding available, and the community is being tasked to work with Urban Vision, the Neighbourhood Management Team and the IRP project team to agree a prioritised and logical sequence of works that can be implemented as funding becomes available.
3.7
From the current funding available from 2010/11, it is proposed that a sum of £30,000 from IRP’s confirmed resource allocation is further committed to Anaconda to both support the s106 works and address any further significant environmental and community safety concerns in the area, which is the focus of intensive community action. 
4.0
Strategic Projects across Irwell River Park
4.1
Signage and Wayfinding

4.11
Following Lead Member for Planning and Customer Support Services approvals in December 2010 to the Central Salford, MediaCityUK and Irwell River Park Wayfinding and Signage strategies, and the procurement of Woodhouse to supply and install pedestrian signage, the intention now is to move to immediate implementation across all four zones of IRP. 
4.12
Implementation is a complex process across Irwell River Park requiring a range of funding to be set aside within IRP’s budget, as well as from Manchester City Council, Trafford Borough Council, and the private sector, including Allied London for Spinningfields Bridge, and Nikal/Abstract/Carlyle for Soapworks Green Finger link. 
4.13
The full cost of implementation of all signage across IRP for Salford City Council will be £115,447, phased over two financial years commencing 2010/11 and Lead Member for Planning is asked to endorse this to facilitate delivery of the approved Irwell River Park Wayfinding and Signage Strategy. This sum will be met from IRP’s confirmed resource allocation.
4.14
Commitments from Manchester City Council for signage at St Georges Arches (£2,500), Trafford Council for Trafford Wharfside signage linking to MediaCityUK, (£24,000), Nikal/Abstract/Carlyle for the Soapworks link (£5,500) and Allied London for signing devices on the Manchester banks (£12,000) will enhance the signage implementation plan.
4.2
River Irwell Litter Boat / Mini Waterwitch
4.2.1
A joint proposal with APEM Aquatic Scientists has been developed to operate a new litter boat facility for the stretch of river between Clippers Quay and River Park City. The project will cost approximately £35,000 to establish, with on-going annual commitment of £1,500 to operate the boat utilising trained volunteers. Capital funding to launch the project will come from a secured contribution from the Healthy Waterways Trust of £15,000 with the balance of £20,000 sought from Salford City Council to secure set up initially. 

4.2.2
Manchester and Trafford have confirmed that if they have any remaining resource un-committed from planned works at St Georges Arches or Trafford Wharfside, then this can be re-directed into the project to reduce Salford’s up front commitment. At present, the full commitment of Salford’s resource as match is justified, recognising that the vast majority of Irwell River Park’s routeway is on the Salford side, and this is where the majority of clean-up work is needed.

4.2.3
The vessel will be owned by the Healthy Waterways Trust, and APEM will store, maintain and license the vessel on a voluntary basis. All revenue and running costs will be covered by APEM, who will provide a qualified skipper one day per month, organize suitably qualified volunteers and cover all health and safety aspects. Keith Hendry of APEM is in advanced discussions with potential sponsors whose contributions would enable the boat to operate more than one day per month. An update on progress will be provided at the Lead Member briefing. There are no further funding commitments required from the City Council.
4.2.4
The proposed litter boat is shown in the images below:


[image: image1]
4.2.5
The staff and volunteers aboard the boat would use pickers to collect waterborne debris and sort it into green waste, glass and plastics.   Environmental Services have agreed in principle that standard litter bins can be used and the rubbish disposed of through their regular collections at no charge.
4.2.6
The water itself is owned either by the riparian landowners north of Woden Street Bridge, and south of the bridge by the Manchester Ship Canal Company. The Environment Agency also has an interest in terms of improving water quality, ecological value and flood risk. Therefore the full agreement of these organisations – and engagement in volunteering/sponsorship – will be secured before the implementation of the litter boat proposal.

4.2.7
This project is a vital element of Irwell River Park’s maintenance approach to the waterway and riverside environs and will bring significant benefits. Lead Members are asked to endorse the commitment of £20,000 from IRP’s available budget to facilitate implementation initially, though it is hoped this sum will eventually be reduced and replaced through potential sponsorship opportunities. This initial investment will guarantee funds to enable the project to commence as soon as possible in 2011/12.

4.2.8
Opportunities are being explored for a launch event and river clean-up day in May to coincide with the BBC’s move to Salford Quays. Again an update will be provided at the Lead Member briefing.

4.3
Design, Cost Consultancy, Supervision and Project Management Fees
4.3.1
In order to develop the above projects, bring forward additional items for inclusion in the programme, procure contractors and supervise works, a sum of £19,964 is required, to be funded from the available budget. It supports:

· The detailed work required to design new and bespoke elements within the routeway programme;

· Supported the procurement of Woodhouse and the appraisal, and subsequent production of detailed costings to support signage implementation;

· Provides all necessary design, supervision and on-going management of the signage contracts and negotiations;

· Funded information banners along the routeway informing users of construction works being undertaken;

4.3.2
Lead Members are asked to endorse the commitment of £19,964 towards this activity.

5.0
Costs and Funding 
5.1
The tables below sets out the costs and the allocation of funding associated with the projects described above, utilising the total available confirmed resource of £1,102,915. This requires no new financial commitment from the City Council in 2011/12 – it simply utilises the total funding currently available, and confirms a cashflow forecast for these funds for 2010/11 and 2011/12 endorsed by the Director of Customer and Support Services.
5.2
The Lead Member for Planning should note that during 2010/11 s106 funding from the Abito Development at Salford Quays has been confirmed with £129,717 eligible for targeting within IRP’s programme for Ordsall.
Cost

	IRP Programme
	Total Cost
	2010/11
	2011/12

	Projects already approved by Lead Members

	Morrison Revised Tender Price *
	394,680
	364,680
	30,000

	Routeway Urban Vision fees 
	59,390
	59,390
	-

	Soapworks/ Green Finger Link
	290,000
	290,000
	-

	Proposed Projects for incorporation into IRP programme

	River Park Central (Ordsall Boundary Treatments and Envt Works) – to be included in Morrison contract
	128,781
	-
	128,791

	River Park Central  (Graffiti Removal)
	15,000
	15,000
	-

	River Park Meadows – including Anaconda 
	44,653
	-
	44,653

	Signage and Wayfinding across IRP
	115,447
	15,588
	99,859

	Irwell Litter Boat / APEM Partnership
	35,000
	-
	35,000

	Additional Design, Cost, Routeway Fees and Works
	19,964
	£19,964
	-

	TOTALS
	£1,102,915
	£782,596
	£320,319


* Original tender price was £377,920 now revised at described in section 1.3

Funding
	Confirmed Resources IRP 2010/11 
	 Total Funding
	 2010/11
	2011/12 c/f

	SCC Gateway Allocation
	750,000
	£559,398
	190,602

	Pre-Implementation funds remaining
	23,198
	23,198
	-

	SCC Maintenance Commitment - confirmed
	55,000
	55,000
	-

	Nikal/Abstract/Carlyle for Soapworks
	145,000
	145,000
	-

	s106 Abito Development (Ordsall) **
	129,717
	-
	129,717

	TOTALS
	1,102,915
	£782,596
	320,319


** Confirmed during 2010/11
5.3
The tables show the phasing of all resources, the majority of which (£782,596) will be defrayed by 31st March 2011. The remaining funds of £320,319 dedicated to IRP will be carried forward into 2011/12 and this approach is agreed with the Director of Customer and Support Services. 
5.4
The incorporation of new projects at River Park Central into the existing Morrison Construction Limited contract would increase the original tender contract price to £523,461 (assuming endorsement to the revised tender price of £394,680).

5.4
At this stage, the tables above do not show any additional projects that could be brought forward in 2011/12 should IRP receive further capital allocations from the City Council – this element is covered at section 6 of this report. 
5.6
In addition, the tables do not assume any further additional maintenance implications. However, during 2011/12 it will be necessary to assess whether the City Council can commit maintenance funding for the Anaconda stretch to complement that approved for the existing routeway programme between Trafford Road Bridge and Princes Bridge. 

5.7
Lead Members for Planning and Customer and Support Services are asked to:

a) Approve the overall commitment of all confirmed resources for IRP totalling £1,102,915 as described and phased in the cost and funding tables at section 5.2 to enable the IRP team to contract and deliver all works with immediate effect. This requires no new funding commitment from the City Council – it utilises the funding balances that are already available within IRP’s approved resource programme.
b) Approve the s106 sum of £129,717 from the Abito development to support IRP’s programme of works in Ordsall. (This sum represents 50% of the overall s106 secured from Abito);

c) Endorse the extension of the Morrison Contract from the original tender price of £377,920 to £523,461 (an increase of 38.5%) to deliver additional necessary routeway improvements along the Ordsall waterfront. This will be funded from the confirmed available resources for IRP in 2010/11;
d) Note the carry forward of confirmed available resources for IRP from 2010/11 totalling £320,319 comprising £190,602 capital gateway funding and £129,717 s106 from the Abito development. This carry forward is endorsed by the Director of Customer and Support Services and requires no new funding from the City Council during 2011/12 to support delivery of project set out in this report.
6.0
Priorities for IRP from 2011/12 onwards
6.1
As part of the capital gateway application process for 2011/12 onwards, the IRP team have submitted an application through the City Council’s Capital gateway Allocation process for significant additional resources to bring forward major projects. These include:
a) Progressing design, remediation and development proposals for the Vanguard site in Ordsall to deliver the boulevard link to Ordsall hall as defined in IRP’s vision;

b) Providing additional resource toward a comprehensive strategy for improvement at Anaconda linking through to Greengate, though the maintenance implications of this approach will need to be reviewed fully;
c) Feasibility and design works, in conjunction with Peel to assess the provision and potential of water taxi opportunities between MediaCityUK and Chapel Wharf, and the connections across the Ship Canal between Salford and Trafford at Clippers Quay.

6.2
Details of potential allocations and priority projects for approval from a 2011/12 potential programme will be brought forward to Lead Members during March/April 2011.

Paul Walker

Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
· Salford City Council Unitary Development Plan (adopted 21st June 2006); and

· Irwell City Park Planning Guidance (adopted by Salford City Council March 2008).

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: 
The scheme will provide enhanced pedestrian and cycling facilities across Irwell River Park with the creation of new routes that will be open for use, accessible, paved and lit.
It should be noted that this is a first phase of improvements aimed at providing a continuous, safe and attractive route to effectively link communities, economic drivers and cultural attractions. It has not been possible to provide a fully accessible routeway for all users including those with disabilities at this stage, nor has it been possible to provide the recommended width of route to safely accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists. In order to secure these aspirations the Irwell River Park team will continue to work towards delivery of IRP’s long term vision.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low: All costs associated with projects can be met from within the existing resource programme for IRP. 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:  The sources of funding for the projects described in this report originate from the following, endorsed by the Director of Customer and Support Services:
	Funding Available 2010/11 onwards
	Total
	2010/11
	2011/12

	SCC Gateway Allocation
	£750,000
	£559,398
	£190,602

	PI funds
	£23,198
	£23,198
	-

	SCC Maintenance Commitment
	£55,000
	£55,000
	-

	Nikal/Abstract
	£145,000
	£145,000
	-

	s106 Abito Development (Ordsall) *
	£129,717
	-
	£129,717

	Totals (2)
	£1,102,915
	£782,596
	£320,319


LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Norman Perry x 2325 (19 January 2011).

Where the Council does not own the property in question, consent needs to be obtained from the owners to the creation of pedestrian and pedal cycle rights of way and to the carrying out of the proposed works. These consents will need to be obtained in advance of the commencement of any of the proposed works.  

It is also noted that Urban Vision state that the land on which the hoardings will be placed is owned by Salford City Council, but no title check has yet been carried out. Accordingly it is entirely possible that there may be covenants restricting use etc. Therefore the implementation of certain parts of this report should be subject to necessary title checks being carried out and being satisfactory.

In addition, it appears that there are a number of possible contracts to be signed, and these should be entered into following the usual procedures after scrutiny by Legal Services.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Alison Swinnerton x 2585 (1st February 2011)
The cost of the Irwell River Park Salford Routeway Improvement Plan will be met from Salford City Council’s Capital Programme.  The scheme has approval for £750,000 from the 2010/11 allocation and the remainder will come from the residual pre-implementation budget from 2009/10.

There is an additional amount of Section 106 funding available for this scheme, which completes the funding package.

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 
Urban Vision are working closely with the IRP team to support the management of delivery of IRP’s programme. 
CONTACT OFFICERS: 
· Elaine Davis, IRP Project Manager, Central Salford URC (0161 686 7420)

· Tim Hewitt: Development Manager, Central Salford URC (0161 686 7416)
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):

Irwell Riverside and Ordsall
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ANNEX A: Ordsall Boundary Treatments

ANNEX B: Site to North of Fairbrother Street

1. Looking south, showing existing boundary treatment
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2. Looking north, showing existing boundary treatment
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ANNEX C: Ordsall Graffiti 
1. Warehouse gable end adjacent to Fairbrother Street in March 2009, showing extent of graffiti
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2. The same warehouse gable end in January 2011, highlighting the increased level of graffiti
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ANNEX D: Woden Street Bridge Lighting Proposal
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Irwell River Park – Commitment of Remaining Funding from 2011/12 Confirmed Resource Allocation

Draft Press Release


The approval of the remaining funding for Irwell River Park will enable the completion of the Routeway Improvement works currently on site in Ordsall, and allow works to progress next financial year along the Ordsall and Anaconda (Greengate and Lower Broughton) stretches of the riverside.


Irwell River Park will connect £3 billion of economic investment between the Quays and the Meadows. The Routeway Improvement Plan is an essential first stage in realising the long term vision for an 8km sustainable transport corridor. Salford’s primary riverside route will be well maintained and for the first time key sections will be paved and well lit. It will support urban regeneration and community cohesion by improving sustainable and legible connections between Ordsall, Old Trafford and the City Centre and now between the City Centre, Greengate, Anaconda and the Meadows.


Utilising existing funding already committed to Irwell River Park, and funding which has come forward through Section 106 agreements, Salford City Council will now be able to deliver outstanding and continued priorities for intervention: 


1. In Ordsall, boundary treatments will be improved including screening and graffiti removal to enhance the riverside experience for users, improve the quality and attractiveness to support future private sector investment, and promote additional activity and usage of the routeway. In addition bespoke lighting will be installed to light Woden Street Bridge and the surrounding area to improve safety, use and accessibility for the communities of Ordsall, Castlefield and Old Trafford. 

2. Along the Anaconda stretch between the Greengate and the Meadows, the commitment of further funding will facilitate a comprehensive strategy for improvement that will complement existing Section 106 funding, the environmental improvement of the Springfield Lane site, and flood management works planned by the Environment Agency.

3. The approved Irwell River Park Signage and Wayfinding Strategy will be implemented, including the installation of all signage devices between MediaCityUK up to The Meadows by the end of 2011/12. This will create enhanced accessibility to the riverside, legible routeways, and contribute significantly to an enhanced and well maintained series of connections between the key destinations along the 8km route.

4. In partnership with the Healthy Waterways Trust, Manchester City Council, Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council and APEM Aquatic Scientists, an Irwell Litter Boat will be launched in during 2011 to collect litter from within the river and its banks to significantly improve the quality and attractiveness of the river corridor between the Quays and the City Centre.
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