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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOF OF HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 10TH JANUARY 2005


TITLE :
RAIL TRACK INCURSION WORKS - SWINTON


RECOMMENDATIONS :  

That authority be given to accept the lowest or most suitable tender to install safety barriers in Swinton to prevent road vehicles crashing onto the railway track.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :  The purpose of this report is to seek authority to accept the lowest or most suitable tender to install safety barriers in Swinton in order to prevent road vehicles crashing onto the railway track.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

Report to Lead Member for Development Services on 13th May, 2003, 9th February, 2004 and 29th November, 2004.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  Low.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2004/05.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  Not received.

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  D McAllister.

	


CONTACT OFFICER :    J D Pedder – Ext: 3868


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  Swinton North and Swinton South


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Community Safety


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf):  Safety Salford, Stronger Communities.

1.0 BACKGROUND
1.1
It will be recalled that an incident occurred at Selby in February 2001 where a vehicle left the carriageway and careered onto the railway causing a serious accident involving fatalities.  Following this the Lead Member at his meeting on 9th February, 2004, approved the installation of open box beam safety barriers at various sites identified within Salford in accordance with Department for Transport guidelines.

1.2
Three sites were successfully completed in 2003/04 and it is intended that a further 6 sites are now considered for improvement as part of a continuing programme.

1.3
Surveys have been undertaken at each location including trial pits which have revealed restrictions to the method of construction due to land ownership, footway width and statutory undertakers plant.

1.4
The most effective option which can achieve the next phase of this essential safety work is to erect an open box beam safety barrier at each of the following locations:


Bridge Street, Swinton


Cemetery Road, Swinton


Reginald Street/A6 Swinton


Swinton Hall Road, Swinton


Cromwell Road, Swinton

2.0 DETAILS
2.1
Each site has been considered on its merits and the proposals comprise the erection of open box beam safety barriers at various sites in Swinton and Pendlebury as follows:

(i) Bridge Street – 14m length north east of bridge off footway.

(ii) Cemetery Road – 33m length north west of bridge at rear of footway on Hamilton Street.

(iii) Reginald Street – 57m length south west and south east of bridge at rear of footway on A6 Chorley Road.

(iv) Station Road – 71m length south east of bridge adjacent to embankment on Boundary Road.

(v) Swinton Hall Road – 16m length south west of bridge at rear of footway.

(vi) Cromwell Road – 551m length south side of Cromwell Road adjacent to railway embankment.

2.2 At all sites it is proposed to paint the safety barrier to enhance its appearance.

2.3 Tenders have been invited from the following specialist contractors registered with the Fencing Contractors’ Association and the details of the tenders received, values and recommended tenderer will be reported verbally at the meeting:-

ACE Engineering & Fencing, Pontefract

Ambec Fencing, Chorley

Termstall Limited, Manchester

Protek Fencing Limited, Leeds

J Roocroft & Son Limited, Preston

H W Martin Limited, Alfreton

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
3.1
The estimated cost of the scheme is as follows:-


Safety Barrier Works


£174,064


Fees




  £12,696







£186,760
3.2
A fuller breakdown of cost for the scheme is shown on the Tender Approval Pro-Forma which is attached to this report.

3.3
There is an allowance of £175,000 in the Block 3, Transport Capital Programme for 2004/05 for these works.  Expenditure in excess of £175,000 will be funded from slippage in other parts of the programme.

4.0 CONCLUSION
4.1
The scheme will improve safety and reduce the risk of incursions onto the railway track in accordance with the Department for Transport recommendations.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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