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JOINT REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES AND STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR ENVIRONMENT
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT ON 22nd March 2010
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDRENS SERVICES ON {May 2010}

To THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PROPERTY ON {11 May 2010}
TITLE:
FORMER STOWELL MEMORIAL SCHOOL PLAYING FIELD SITE 
RECOMMENDATIONS:
It is recommended that:-

:
(1) Lead Members for Children’s Services approves the transfer of the land identified in yellow on Appendix 1 from the Children’s Services Directorate to the Environment Directorate.
(2) Lead Members for Property approves the transfer of the site identified in red on Appendix 1 from Children’s Services Directorate to the Environment Directorate for recreational open space use."

(3) Lead Members for Environment approves both the transfer of the site identified in red on Appendix 1 from Children’s Services Directorate to the Environment Directorate for recreational open space use and approves the proposal for the construction of a multi-use games area on the site.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Stowell Playing Fields lies in a semi-derelict state in an area where recreational space is in demand.  It is proposed that with the use of available capital from a Section 106 Agreement and other community funds, as well as additional revenue made available by the City Treasury, that this land be transferred to the Environment Directorate for development and management as public open space.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
N/A
(Available for public inspection)
KEY DECISION:
 NO 
DETAILS:
1.0
Background
1.1 Stowell Playing Field, identified in yellow on Appendix 1 is situated at the junction of Montford Street/Thurlow St, Broadway opposite Robinsons Timber Yard. Surrounded on 3 sides by industrial units, and on the 4th side by the Stowell Technical Centre. The site is surrounded by 1.8 metre metal fencing. 
1.2 The area is currently under the control of the Children’s Services Directorate, formerly being a primary school playing field site but in planning terms is now designated as an open space site and is therefore protected by Policy R1 of the UDP 'Protection of Recreation Land and Facilities'..  Over the years the site has fallen into disrepair and now has limited use as a sports facility. There is a small football pitch marked out which has restricted use because of the poor drainage. 
1.3 In 2003 a local residents group embarked on a campaign to restore the site as a community recreational facility.  
2.0      Detail

2.1 A working group organised by the Neighbourhood Manager for the Ordsall &   Langworthy Area arrived at the conclusion that the site could, if maintained, provide a valuable recreational space in an area where recreational land is scarce.  The group proposed that the provision of a Muliti-use Games Area would be of significant benefit. 
2.2      Officers within the Children’s Services Directorate have confirmed that there is presently no revenue available within their Directorate to maintain the site, hence its present poor condition and would prefer to see it appropriated to the Environment Directorate for recreational use.

2.3 Capital funding of £80,000 made up of £50,000 Section 106 funding by way of agreement number 06/53613/FUL and £30,000 from Stowell’s Community Group is available for the provision of a multi use games area. 
2.5     The City Treasurer has confirmed agreement to provide an annual maintenance budget of £6,500 to cover the maintenance costs of the whole site, including the multi use games area. There will be some minor outstanding capital works to fencing and trees and further capital resources will be sought to undertake these works at some point in the near future.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
The Salford City Council Greenspace Strategy SPD (2006) identifies this site as a location where children’s play facilities should be provided. 
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:- N/A
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:   Low
There are possible contamination issues under the playing field site but these will be managed in accordance with CDM regulations.
SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
· Section 106

· Stowells Community Group

· City Council revenue
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by :-    n/a
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by  :-  The City Treasurer has confirmed agreement to provide an annual maintenance budget of £6,500 to cover the maintenance costs of the whole site, including the multi use games area.
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED :- Asset Planning Manager, Children’s Services Directorate, 

Corporate Property Manager - Sustainable Regeneration Directorate 
CONTACT OFFICER:  ALAN ROWLEY

TEL. NO. 925 1030
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  Ordsall.
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APPENDIX 1





Stowells Field
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