Report to Planning Lead Member Briefing

Mariners Canal Tree Replacements, Salford Quays

1. Background

1.1. Infrastructure tree planting commenced in Salford Quays during the 1980’s.  All tree planting in the public infrastructure areas since that time has followed an Infrastructure Tree Planting plan drawn up by Shepheard Epstein Hunter in conjunction with their consultant Landscape Architects.  In essence, boulevards of single species tree types were chosen specifically for each basin, canal or roadside within the Quays.  Each tree type was chosen for its suitability to this location and to give a sense of identity to each walkway.


1.2. By 1999 it became apparent that many of the trees planted during the initial development stages of the Quays were reaching maturity and could not continue to thrive in what is a relatively hostile environment for trees.  A phased programme of tree replacements commenced in the areas of oldest and largest trees.  With the advice of the SCC Arboricultural Officer the opportunity was taken to replace trees with types which had proved to be more appropriate to the Quays situation and potentially reduce the future maintenance commitment.  The original strategy of single tree types for each different walkway was continued. 


1.3. At each stage of the tree replacement works, adjacent residents and businesses were consulted prior to any works being carried out.  To date 4 phases of tree replacements have been satisfactorily completed.


1.4. During the 2002 tree replacement works the Mariners Canal area was included in the proposed replanting works.  At the time consultations were carried out which included the Grain Wharf Residents Association (GWRA).  Since that time protracted discussions have taken place with the GWRA; a fruitful conclusion is still to be reached


1.5. It is worth noting that prior to 2002 the GWRA removed a large number of the trees planted within their own property boundaries and adjacent to Mariners Canal, originally planted under the planning approval.  The resulting effect is to place a greater reliance on the infrastructure trees along the canal for ‘greening’ the area.


2. Proposals


2.1. It is imperative that the majority of the 48 trees (Oaks and Alders) on the upper walkway, and 49 trees (Willows) on the lower walkway are replaced for the following reasons.  (The majority of the oak trees are suitable to remain in place as they are a more slow growing tree than the other existing trees)

2.1.1. The existing Alder and Willow trees are mature in the Quays environment and have outgrown their space

2.1.2. Many of the Alder trees on the upper walkways are suffering from the Phytophera, disease which kills the tree within a few years.  Several trees killed by this disease have already been removed on safety grounds

2.1.3. The relatively dense crowns of the existing trees cast shadow from the lighting on the walkways giving concern for public safety

2.1.4. The willow trees on the lower walkway are prone to Honeydew, a sticky substance produced by aphids living in the trees, which is dropped on the walkway below.  The resulting sticky walkways along the canal side require regular treatment to eradicate this sooty sticky honeydew

2.1.5. More suitable trees can be planted to overcome the noted problems


2.2. Lower Walkway canalside tree Replanting Proposals
- All trees to be replaced with the same number of Rowan trees (Sorbus aucuparia ‘Sheerwater Seedling’) – a red berried compact tree


2.3. Upper Walkway tree Replanting Proposals
 - The tree boulevards are to be treated as two separate boulevards divided by the central pedestrian bridge over the canal. Currently these boulevards are treated as one
 - Each row of trees is currently bounded by two oak trees (Quercus palustris) at each end.  These trees are to be retained or replanted as appropriate
- For the section between the two pedestrian bridges it is proposed that Red Maples (Acer rubrum ‘Scanlon’) are planted between the oaks
- For the section between the central pedestrian bridge and the road bridge it is proposed that Hornbeam Maples (Acer carpinifolium) are planted between the oaks


2.4. The proposals are shown on drawing D2554B1a


2.5. Since the first meeting between officers, local Ward Councillors and the GWRA on 29 August 2002 to discuss the proposed tree replanting proposals, several meetings have taken place where amended proposals have been presented taking account of resident’s suggestions.  The revised proposals have maintained the theme of the original tree strategy whilst creating a greater range of trees as requested by the GWRA.  Unfortunately the GWRA still view the proposals as providing an inadequate variety of tree types and sizes.  It has been pointed out that further diversification would radically alter the boulevard appearance along the canal side and break the pattern established throughout the rest of Salford Quays.


2.6. The main concerns of the GWRA are as follows

2.6.1. The proposed tree replacements are not of sufficient diversity

2.6.2. The GWRA would like to see a more gardenesque range of trees along Mariners Canal

2.6.3. The GWRA would like to see the replanting works carried out over a 5 year period

2.6.4. The GWRA would like to see the Willows on the lower walkway retained as existing


2.7. Taking each of the above points in turn

2.7.1. An increased tree diversity, within the guidelines of the tree planting strategy, has been offered to that already existing

2.7.2. The cost of replacing the trees over a 5 year period is higher than in a single year.  Tree planting over such a period would lead to inconsistency of growth and therefore size and appearance.  The boulevard effect would be diminished and somewhat lacking in uniformity and impact

2.7.3. The Willows on the lower walkway cannot be treated practically and economically to alleviate the honeydew problem.  An alternative tree type is the most effective solution


2.8. By the end of March 2005 the third planting season, and therefore the third opportunity for replanting the Mariners Canal trees will have been lost due to the lack of agreement from the GWRA


2.9. A full list of notes recording dates and key issues of meetings with the GWRA is available


3. Recommendations

3.1. That the proposals as developed following discussions with the GWRA, although not to their full satisfaction, be implemented at the earliest possible opportunity 



