	
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LIMITED



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 11 JULY 2005


TITLE :  TRAFFIC CALMING/MANAGEMENT MEASURES -  MOORSIDE ROAD & WARDLEY

                                                                                                  INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SWINTON.


RECOMMENDATIONS :
That Lead Member notes the contents of this report and approves the recommendation.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Lead Member approved a Traffic Calming Proposal for Moorside Road and Wardley Industrial Estate on 4 October 2004. However, after further investigations/consultations determined that traffic calming features involving vertical deflection may not be the most suitable type for Moorside Road.

                                          The purpose of this report is to inform the Lead Member of the revised scheme proposal, which has been out to consultation with local residents. 


BACKGROUND                The report of the Director for Housing and Planning  (04/10/04)
DOCUMENTS :                 The reports to Traffic Management Unit (30/03/05 & 28/07/04)

                                           Working files in Traffic & Transportation Section


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
            N/A

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  An estimated cost of  £80,000 to be funded from Block 3 Transport

                                               Capital Programme – Local Safety Schemes allocation.
	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)

      1.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS                                                 Provided by:    N/A

      2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS                                           Provided by:    N/A

PROPERTY (if applicable):     N/A

	


HUMAN RESOURCES  (if applicable)     N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :
            SEAN FERNANDO  -  EXT  3723


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S):    SWINTON NORTH



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ENHANCING LIFE IN SALFORD

                                                      Reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured on Salford’s roads.


DETAILS (Continued overleaf)


       Report

1. The original scheme that was approved included the installation of vertical traffic calming features such as speed cushions and speed/junction tables on Moorside Road. Although the majority of residents were in favour of this scheme, the majority of comments that received raised concerns about possible noise and vibration nuisance caused by Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) travelling over the traffic calming features, especially with most properties being terraced and fronting almost directly onto Moorside Road. 

2. In view of the above, further consideration of the original scheme took place and this included a more detailed analysis of the volume of HGVs using Moorside Road as a legitimate route to access the Wardley Industrial Estate. This has resulted in a re-think of the proposal and a revised scheme has been drawn up without these features. 

3. The proposed vertical traffic calming features on Moorside Road have been omitted and replaced by pedestrian crossing points, including a new PUFFIN (Pedestrian User Friendly INtelligent) crossing in the vicinity of the new Redrow housing estate access, and improvements to the signing and lining especially near to St Charles’s school. 

4. A secondary aim of the scheme is to slow down the speed of HGV’s in the industrial estate and as there are no residential properties the proposed traffic calming features on roads in the Wardley Estate are to be remained unchanged. The attached plan no TT/SF/141/05 illustrates the scheme layout for wardley estate.

5. The City Council’s road traffic accident database has shown there have been 10 reported injury accidents along Moorside Road, which resulted in 14 casualties, in the three-year period up to the end of March 2005. Of the 10 accidents, 5 involved pedestrians.

6. In order to address the pedestrian safety problem a Puffin crossing is proposed in the vicinity of the new Redrow housing estate and informal pedestrian facilities, by means of dropped kerbs and tactile paving, adjacent to property nos. 139/141, 237/244 and 336/338, reinforced by an area of red surfacing on each approach. The scheme also includes the application of ‘SLOW’ markings, central hatched markings on a red background and improved marking/signing as necessary to make the road appear narrower than it is and therefore prompt drivers to moderate their speed. The attached plan no TT/SF/141/05a illustrates the scheme layout for Moorside Road. 

7. The benefit of a Puffin crossing is that it gives additional time to cross if required and would therefore give pedestrians a greater sense of protection. The possibility of locating the proposed Puffin in the vicinity of St Charles Primary School and at Priestly Road has been considered, however this has not been proved feasible due to narrower footways and existing bus stops. A site assessment record is attached to this report.

8. It is worth re-iterating that the possibility of providing traffic calming features involving horizontal deflection, such as road narrowings and chicanes, etc. was considered, however, this has not proved feasible, due to the width of the carriageway and the nature of the traffic flows on Moorside Road. Moorside Road does not meet the criteria for speed camera enforcement.
9. A second round of consultation has been carried out with local residents in the area regarding the revised traffic calming scheme and the results are as follows: -

· The number of consultation documents distributed     =  438 

· The total number of return slips received                      =    92 (21%)

· The number of slips in favour                                         =     75  (82%)     

· The number of slips not in favour                                   =    17  (18%)

10. There were some strong comments from the shopkeepers stating that they could lose businesses if the Puffin were to be located adjacent to the shops as customers would be unable to park their vehicles on the zig-zag markings. We have taken on board these comments and re-positioned the Puffin to a more feasible location and it should not create a detrimental impact on current parking levels.
11. Some residents who were not in favour of the scheme did not give clear reasons why they did not like it but there were few requests to relocate the Puffin near to the school or near to Priestley Road. Some requested for more Puffin crossings and speed cameras.

12. There were some comments regarding pedestrian safety at Moorside Road/A6 Chorley Road. It should be noted that a scheme to improve pedestrian facilities at this junction is included in the Block 3 Transportation Capital Programme, as part of minor works.
13. As noted above the majority (82%) of those residents that responded were in favour of the scheme and the reasons/comments against should be assessed against the likely benefits such as reduced vehicle speeds, which will create a safer environment for local residents.

Recommendation

14. The Strategic Director of Housing and Planning recommends that the contents of this report be noted and approval be given to proceed with the revised scheme, which includes the installation of a Puffin on Moorside Road in the vicinity of the Redrow housing estate access. 

Bill Taylor

Managing Director of Urban Vision Partnership Limited
