



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 5TH MARCH 2007
______________________________________________________________

TITLE: Draft Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal of the Design Supplementary Planning Document (DSPD)
______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That approval be given:

1. To consult on the Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal that will accompany the dSPD
2. To the list of bodies to be consulted.
______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The report seeks approval to consult on the Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal that will accompany the DSPD
______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: None

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: UDP Revenue Budget

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: There are no significant legal implications
______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS : There are no significant financial implications

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: No implications

VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: No implications

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: Not Applicable


CLIENT OFFICER: Not Applicable

PROPERTY: Not Applicable

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: Not Applicable


CONTACT OFFICER: Matthew Maule

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Unitary Development Plan

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.0 Introduction

1.1
The Local Development Scheme (LDS) identifies the production of a Supplementary Planning Document for Design. The purpose of the SPD is to provide planning policy guidance on design issues. 
1.2 It is a statutory requirement that all such documents are accompanied by Sustainability Appraisal that fully encompasses the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive.    

2.0 Design SPD

2.1 The DSPD will be a significant material consideration in the determination of planning applications and appeals.  It will also be conducive to a transparent and efficient planning process.

2.2 The production of the DSPD will take approximately 12 months. The key stages are set out in the table below.  

	Stage
	Date

	Consultation on Scoping Report
	February – March 2007

	Production of draft SPD and Sustainability Appraisal of preferred options
	February – April 2007

	Statutory consultation period
	June – July 2007

	Reports on outcomes of consultation
	July - August 2007

	Estimated Date for Adoption
	January 2008


3.0 Draft Scoping Report

3.1 The draft SA Scoping Report identifies how the Sustainability Appraisal will be carried out. It identifies baseline information that should be collected and monitored to support preparation of the DSPD and suggests potential indicators that will test the impact of the document, following agreement to the scope of the SPD.  It identifies sustainability issues that should be addressed in the DSPD and suggests sustainability objectives.
3.2 The purpose of the consultation on the scoping report is to give consultees the opportunity to comment on the content of the SA at an early opportunity.  Any issues raised can then be incorporated in the preparation of the DSPD and supporting SA.
3.3 A copy of the draft scoping report is attached.  It is considered to be a sound and robust basis for consultation.
4.0 Consultation

4.1 The scoping report is largely a technical document that considers the process of the Sustainability Appraisal rather than its content.  As such it is not considered appropriate for the draft scoping report to be subject of widespread consultation. The production process for the DSPD involves a 6 week period of consultation in June – July 2007 when members of the public will have the opportunity to influence the contents of the DSPD and the Sustainability Appraisal.  

4.2 It is a requirement that consultation on the scoping report is carried out with the 4 statutory consultees (English Heritage, English Nature, Countryside Agency and the Environment Agency) together with other appropriate stakeholders.  In this case it is proposed that the following bodies with key economic, social and environmental interests are also consulted:

· GONW

· North West Regional Assembly.
5.0 Conclusion

5.1 It is recommended that approval be given to consult with the bodies referred to in paragraph 4.2 on the attached scoping report for the sustainability appraisal that will accompany the DSPD.
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