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(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 13th DECEMBER 2004


TITLE : TREES ON BRERETON DRIVE FOOTWAY RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME, WORSLEY


RECOMMENDATIONS :That approval be given to consult the residents regarding the felling of trees on Brereton Drive, Worsley and implement the preferred option.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : That consideration be given to consulting the residents of Brereton Drive on two preferred options with regard to the trees or that Lead Member make the decision to leave the remaining trees as they are and monitor them for the foreseeable future. 


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : (Available for public inspection) Report of the Lead Member of Development Services on 13th May 2003; Report of the Lead Member of Development Services on 13th April 2004


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: The Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2004/2005 

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: None 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: None

	


CONTACT OFFICER : J.D. Pedder Ext 3868


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) Worsley & Boothstown


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES Community Safety


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 At the meeting of the Lead Member on 13th April 2004, approval was given to fell 4 no. trees and crown prune 6 no. trees on Brereton Drive, Worsley in accordance with one of the two alternative options recommended by an independent Arboricultural consultant. 

1.2 The independent consultant’s report recommended that the 6 remaining trees were to be crown pruned and monitored for stability.

2.0 DETAILS  

2.1 Since the report, following concerns by the City Council’s Arboricultural Section, further contact has been made with the independent Arboricultural Consultant. Due to uncertainty over the long term stability of the remaining trees, the only guaranteed safe option recommended by the independent Arboricultural Consultant is to remove all the trees and replace them with new trees.

2.2
Trial pits have been carried out on Brereton Drive to establish the location of Statutory undertakers plant in order to determine the ability to plant new trees and they have shown that it will be possible to do so.

3.0 
RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1
It is recommended that a consultation exercise be carried out with the residents of Brereton Drive in which the following options are available:

(i)
Fell the remaining 6 trees and replace all the felled trees with new trees.

(ii) 
Fell the remaining trees and do not replace any of the trees

3.2
Consideration may be given by Lead Member to the original proposal in which the 4 felled trees are replaced and the 6 remaining trees are monitored for stability for the foreseeable future. However, caution should be exercised due to the uncertainty  of prevailing weather and the consequence of possible injury or damage. It should also be taken into account that if this option is chosen, felling may still be required in the future.

4.0
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
4.1
Should the residents choose option (i) the cost for felling an extra 6 no. trees, grubbing up roots and new replacement trees will be funded from the Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2004/2005 at an estimated cost of £1,800:

5.0
CONCLUSION
5.1
The consultation will enable the City Council to determine a course of action that will consider all the risks while keeping the residents informed of the options available.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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