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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR HOUSING AND PLANNING


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 



   -  13 DECEMBER 2004

THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER & SUPPORT SERVICES    -  13 DECEMBER 2004   


TITLE :
LOCAL TRANSPORT CAPITAL EXPENDITURE SETTLEMENT 2005/06


RECOMMENDATIONS :

It is recommended that the report be noted.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
This report describes the details of the 2005/06 Transport Capital Expenditure Settlement for local authorities in England.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
- Greater Manchester Local Transport Plan.

(Available for public inspection)
- Greater Manchester LTP Fourth Annual Progress Report.

- Transport Capital Expenditure Settlement Letter from the  Government Office for the North West.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
Block 3 Transport Capital Allocations.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:   Ian Sheard  
	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
  Dave McAllister

	


CONTACT OFFICER :

Darren Findley  Ext 3849.
darren.findley@salford.gov.uk


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) 
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
2005/06 Capital Programme.  Local Transport Plan.


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)
See attached report.


Background:
1.
The 2005/06 Local Transport Capital Expenditure settlement decision for local authorities in England was announced by the Government on 2 December 2004.  These settlements have been allocated in response to each authorities’ submitted Local Transport Plan (LTP) Annual Progress Report in July of this year.  This report describes the details of the settlement at the national level, as it relates to Greater Manchester generally, and finally, the settlement for the City of Salford.


The National Picture:
2.
The total amount for allocation in 2005/06 will be £1.62 billion. 

3.
A total of 46 new major schemes were submitted for approval in 2005/06, of which 8 have been accepted, or provisionally accepted, and £466 million has been allocated towards these schemes.  Provisionally accepted schemes are those that may still have outstanding procedures to complete or are dependent upon a contribution from a third party.  
4.
The indicative national settlement for integrated transport measures is £552 million.  
Of this, £29 million is being provided in response to bids for supplementary funding 
made by authorities in their fourth APRs.

5.
Capital allocations for highway maintenance in 2005/06 total £660 million.

6.
The Government has not made any specific capital allocations for Street Lighting, however, it has made it clear that authorities may use its highway maintenance or integrated transport block resources for street lighting purposes.

7.
A total of £37 million of capital funding for 2005/06 is being provided by ringfenced SCE(R)s to authorities that took responsibility for detrunked roads before 1 July 2004.


Greater Manchester Overview:
8.
The total Greater Manchester allocation of transport capital expenditure for 2005/06 is £92.371 million.  This is made up as follows:


£20.302 million of major scheme allocations;


£43.283 million of integrated transport block allocations; &


£28.786 million of maintenance allocations.

9.
There were no new major transport scheme approvals awarded within Greater Manchester for 2005/06.  The settlement letter states, “Regarding Metrolink Phase 3 we are, as you know, conducting a series of meetings between Ministers and GMPTA/E to develop alternative proposals as part of an integrated transport plan for the City”.
10.
With regard to both the JETTS QBC and the Leigh – Salford – Manchester QBC 
major schemes, the DfT states that they “do not represent an immediate priority for 
funding”.


The Allocation for Salford:
11.
The Manchester / Salford Inner Relief Route (Regent Road to Gore Street) scheme has been allocated £5.114 million in total for expenditure in 2005/06.  This has been allocated entirely to Manchester City Council, in meeting its bid for further resources to meet additional land costs.   Salford City Council made no bid for further resources for this scheme, as it is considered that resources received to-date will be sufficient to meet all of its outstanding liabilities.  

12.
Cadishead Way (Brinell Drive to City Boundary) continues to receive support and has been allocated £3.464 million for 2005/06.  This has been allocated as 50% TSG and 50% SCE (R). 

13.
A total of £4.126 million has been allocated for transport minor works, which is included in the SCP.  This represents a decrease of approx 10% compared to last year’s allocation, however, it is actually 8% higher than the City Council’s bid last July, which was in line with indicative allocations.  The allocation is made up of £1.645 million for highways and structures maintenance and £2.481 million for integrated transport measures in line with LTP objectives.  The indicative maintenance allocation for 2006/07 is £1.719 million.

14.
The following table shows Salford’s transport capital allocation for 2005/06, together with last year’s settlement for comparison.

	Transport Capital Resources

Settlement
	2005/06

(£000s)
	(Last Year’s Settlement 2004/05)

(£000s)

	Major Schemes:

MSIRR

Cadishead Way


	     0

3464
	 1232

14514

	Minor Works:

Integrated Transport

Capital Maintenance


	2481

1645
	  2704

  1868

	Total


	7590
	20318


15.
Within the settlement letter, the DfT also made a number of comments with regard to specific local authorities, as well as regarding Greater Manchester as a whole.  This included an incorrect comment regarding road casualties.  The settlement letter states, “Whilst it is apparent that child KSIs are generally being reduced to achieve your demanding target, it is disappointing that overall KSIs have risen for the second consecutive year”.  This statement is incorrect, and it has since been pointed out to GONW that numbers of KSIs, for both Salford and for Greater Manchester as a whole, in fact fell during 2002, relative to 2001.


APR4 Scoring and Assessment:
16.
Greater Manchester’s Fourth Annual Progress Report scored 74% and was assessed as average.   Nationally, and relative to each other, most authorities (44) were assessed as “average”, with 22 assessed as “above average”, and 11 as “well above average”.  There were 8 authorities whose APRs were assessed as “weak”.


2005/06 Block 3 – Transport Capital Programme:
17.
As soon as the City Council approves the distribution of capital resources for 2005/06, a further report will be submitted setting out the proposed details of next year’s Transport Capital Programme.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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