	
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 14TH FEBRUARY 2005 


TITLE : OXFORD ROAD, TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME – ELLESMERE PARK, ECCLES


RECOMMENDATIONS : That approval be given to the acceptance of a quotation from Urban Vision (City Highways) for traffic calming measures on Oxford Road on the Ellesmere Park Estate in the sum of £98,730.45.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : The purpose of this report is to seek approval to the expenditure of £98,730.45 by Urban Vision (City Highways) on traffic calming measures on Oxford Road on the Ellesmere Park Estate.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

Report to the Lead Member for Development Services 24th May 2004;  6th September, 2004


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: Block 3 Transport Capital Programme

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : N/A

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by : D. McAllister

PROPERTY (if applicable): N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable): N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :

J. D Pedder – Ext: 3868


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Eccles


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Community Safety


DETAILS

1.0 BACKGROUND
1.1
Following concerns from residents of Oxford Road regarding speeding vehicles an inspection was carried out of existing traffic calming features.

1.2
The inspections revealed that some of the speed cushions were damaged or disfigured which could hinder the overall performance of the existing traffic calming scheme in the Oxford Road area.

1.3
A consultation exercise was undertaken with the residents which resulted in the majority of residents preferring the removal of the existing speed cushions and the installation of junction tables.

1.4
Details of the consultation and the proposed amendments were reported to Lead Member on 6th September, 2004.

1.5 
Urban Vision were then requested to prepare a scheme to reduce vehicle speeds and create a safer environment for local residents.

2.0 DETAILS
2.1
The scheme comprises:-

(i) Removal of 6 sets of triple speed cushions on Oxford Road between Hereford Road and Orme Avenue and reinstatement of the existing carriageway.

(ii) Provision of 4 junction tables at the following locations:

Oxford Road/Hereford Road

Oxford Road/Orama Avenue

Oxford Road/Otranto Avenue

Oxford Road/Odessa Avenue

(iii) Provision of new roadmarkings and signage as necessary.

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
3.1
The quotation received from City Highways is as follows:-


Works

  £98,730.45


Fees

  £19,393.00

TOTAL

£118,123.45
3.2
A fuller breakdown of the cost of the scheme is shown on the Tender Approval Pro Forma, which is attached to the report.

3.3
The work has been offered to Urban Vision (City Highways) only who are particularly experienced in this type of work.  The costs are based on rates which have been submitted for similarly recently approved schemes and will be monitored throughout the works.

3.4 The scheme is to be funded from Highways Capital Programme for 2004/2005.

3.5 It should be noted that the quotation from Urban Vision (City Highways) exceeds the estimated costs of £50,000 included in the original Block 3 programme reported on the 24th May, 2004.  However, the scope of the work has been extended to include re-kerbing and re-paving and the shortfall will be met from slippages elsewhere in the programme.

4.0 CONCLUSION
4.1
Implementation of the scheme will reduce vehicle speeds and create a safer environment for local residents.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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