



REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 
 ON TUESDAY 16TH September 2008
TITLE: Open Space Objections.
RECOMMENDATIONS:  

That Lead Member for Planning is requested to:

1. Consider any objections received relating to the Council’s proposal to transfer areas of Open Space to City West Housing Trust.
2. Make a written decision, to transfer or not to transfer the areas of Open Space where there are unresolved objections to City West Housing Trust.
3. Communicate the decision to the relevant officers who can then notify the objectors. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: As part of the stock transfer process the Council's offer document to tenants committed the Council to transfer certain non-housing stock assets to City West Housing Trust. The Council proposes to include areas of Open Space in the stock transfer to enable City West Housing Trust to deliver a holistic approach to estate management.   

The Council is required under s123 (2A) Local Government Act 1972 to provide notice of its intent to dispose of these areas. 

The notice was made in the standard form advertising 35 areas of Open Space and was placed in the press (Salford Advertiser) on two consecutive weeks (5th and 12th June 2008). Plans of the sites were made available for public viewing at Council offices in West Salford. A period was then allowed for objections which were to be received prior to transfer. 

The final list of non-housing stock assets to transfer is to be agreed by Cabinet.
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Offer Document to tenants in West Salford – 2007.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low   A decision to uphold objections in relation to a particular area of open space will require an amendment to the transfer agreement.
SOURCE OF FUNDING: For any areas retained by the Council maintenance and other costs would need to be accommodated within the general fund.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:

Contact Officer and Extension No:
Ian Sheard x 3084
Date Consulted:
Comments:

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

Contact Officer and Extension No:

Date Consulted:
Comments: Any retained land will require reattribution and finance from the general fund.
COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A.
VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: N/A.
CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: N/A.
PROPERTY: All 35 areas of Open Space are currently attributed to the Housing and Planning Directorate and were advertised as potentially transferring to City West Housing Trust.
HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A. 
CONTACT OFFICER: Claire Fewings.                
Extension No: 0161 793 2791.
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Barton, Cadishead, Eccles, Winton, Irlam, Little Hulton, Pendlebury, Swinton North, Swinton South, Walkden North, Walkden South, and Worsley. 
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Housing and Regeneration. Offer Document to tenants in West Salford – 2007.
DETAILS:

	1.0
	Background

	
	

	1.1
	The Council is required under s123 (2A) Local Government Act 1972 to provide notice of its intent to dispose of Open Space areas. 

	
	

	1.2
	A notice was placed in the press (Salford Advertiser) on two consecutive weeks (5th and 12th June 2008) stating the Councils proposal to transfer 35 areas of land described as Open Space, with a period then allowed for objections. 

	
	

	1.3
	During the objection period, plans were made available for public viewing at various locations across the West of the City. The Asset Management Teams direct telephone number was also offered to customers who wished to discuss the plans in more detail. 

	
	

	1.4
	Objections were received by the 26th June 2008.  



	
	

	2.0
	Details

	
	

	2.1
	All 35 areas of Open Space proposed to transfer were advertised in the local press, 2 of those sites have now been withdrawn from the proposal during discussions with City West Housing Trust and will be retained by Salford City Council. 

	
	

	2.2
	1 site has been withdrawn from the process as it was incorrectly advertised. This site will be re-evaluated post transfer.

	
	

	2.3
	Of the remaining Open Space areas, 5 have received specific objections and 1 letter has been received objecting to all areas of Open Space proposed to transfer. 

	
	

	2.4
	The land at Sherwood Drive is the subject of the vast majority of objections and a petition has also been received with 96 signatories.

	
	

	
	

	3.0
	Conclusion

	
	

	3.1
	That the Lead Member for Planning considers any objections received relating to the Council’s proposal to transfer areas of Open Space to City West Housing Trust.



	
	

	3.2
	That the Lead Member for Planning makes a written decision,  to transfer or not to transfer those areas of Open Space where there are unresolved objections to City West Housing Trust.

	
	

	3.3
	That the Lead Member for Planning notes that the following sites have been withdrawn from the proposed transfer during discussions with City West Housing Trust:
1. Land to the rear of Mond Road, Irlam.

2. Land to the rear of Dorchester Road, Swinton South.

3. Land at Crescent Drive, Walkden North. 


Paul Walker
Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration
Part 1 
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