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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 


ON 17 JANUARY 2005


TITLE: TRAFFIC CALMING/MANAGEMENT MEASURES  - GREENLEACH LANE,

       WORSLEY.


RECOMMENDATIONS: APPROVAL BE GIVEN TO INTRODUCE TRAFFIC CALMING

MANAGEMENT MEASURES ON GREENLEACH LANE. 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: THIS REPORT GIVES DETAILS OF TRAFFIC CALMING / 

MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS ON GREENLEACH LANE AND THE RESULTS OF

THE CONSULTATION EXERCISE WITH WARD COUNCILLORS, RESIDENTS AND

EMERGENCY SERVICES.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: REPORT TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UNIT (24/11/04)

       WORKING FILES IN TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION SECTION.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: LOW

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: TRANSPORT CAPITAL PROGRAMME (LOCAL SAFETY

SCHEMES 2004/05)

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER: SEAN FERNANDO


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): WORSLEY



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: ASSISTS IN THE DRIVE TOWARDS CASUALTY REDUCTION IN

SALFORD


DETAILS: The report details traffic calming/management proposals on Greenleach Lane, Worsley.

1. Greenleach Lane is approximately 1.9 kilometres long, a local distributor that runs between Walkden Road and Worsley Road, Worsley. Concerns have been expressed by local residents in the area regarding the level of road safety, particularly about the speed of traffic travelling along Greenleach Lane. There are temporary ‘Kill Your Speed Not a Child’ signs posted on lighting columns along the section of Greenleach Lane between Manthorpe Avenue and Old Clough Lane. 
2. The City Council’s road traffic accident database has shown that there have been 4 reported injury accidents, which resulted in 7 casualties, along Greenleach Lane in the three-year study period up to the end of December 2003. Of the 7 casualties 2 sustained serious injuries.

3. Speed surveys have recently been undertaken at two locations on Greenleach Lane. The resulting figures showed that the 85th percentile speed (ie the speeds up to which 85% of the vehicles travels in free flow conditions) are in the range from 38mph to 44mph in the vicinity of Broad Oak Road and 34mph to 39mph in the vicinity of Forrester Street. The speeds in the vicinity of Broad Oak Road are excessive and this may be due to the fact that it is a straight section of road. 

4. To address the road safety problems on Greenleach Lane, the City council is considering the following measures: -

Greenleach Lane between Worsley Road and Alfred Avenue   

· installation of 2 Driver Feedback Signs (one in each direction)

· a build-out at Alfred Avenue; and

· improved road markings and signing as necessary.  

Greenleach Lane between Alfred Avenue and southwest of Old Clough Lane  
· installation of 2 Driver Feedback Signs; (one in each direction)
· anti-skid surfacing at the junctions of Greenleach Lane/Roe Green and Greenleach Lane/Old Clough Lane;  

· ‘Bend ahead’ warning signs and ‘SLOW’ markings on both approaches to the bend in the vicinity of Old Clough Lane; and

· improvements to the existing refuge island at Manthorpe Avenue.
5. The proposed Driver Feedback Sign is designed to monitor and display the actual speed that motorists travel at. The sign is highly visible, vehicle activated and can be rotated to the direction of traffic. It provides a reading of the speed of the vehicle and therefore prompts those motorists traveling at inappropriate speeds to slowdown accordingly. Other authorities who deployed these signs to tackle speeding problems revealed that they have been successful in achieving reduced speeds. A photograph of the Driver Feedback Sign (a portable unit for demonstration purpose) is attached to this report.  
6. It is anticipated that the above measures will improve safety along Greenleach Lane and create a safer environment for local residents, particularly for vulnerable road users such as children and elderly people, etc. The enclosed plan no. TT/SF/178/R illustrates the scheme layout.

7. Initial consultations have been undertaken with Emergency Services, GM Police, GMPTE, and Disabled Persons Association, etc. and there are no objections to the scheme proposal. 

8. The results of the consultations with local residents are as follows: -

· The number of consultation documents distributed     =  154 
· The total number of return slips received                     =  129  (84%)
· The number of slips in favour                                       =  117   (91%)     
· The number of slips not in favour                                 =    12   (9%)
9. Some of the residents who were not in favour of the scheme gave the following reasons and brief comments have been made against each one:-

· Driver Feedback signs will be ignored and so are a waste of resources – other authorities who deployed these signs to tackle speeding problems revealed that they have been successful in achieving reduced speeds.

· Driver Feedback signs and the build-out become eyesores  – not if they are installed properly.
· Greenleach Lane would be spoiled by the addition of further street furniture – proposed signs are to guide the general traffic safely through Greenleach Lane and they should not create a detrimental impact on ‘country lane’ like appeal. 

10. As noted above the majority (91%) of those residents that responded are in favour of the scheme and the comments against should be assessed against the likely benefits such as reduced vehicle speeds, which will create a safer environment for local residents.

11. The Director of Development Services therefore recommends that the contents of this report be noted and approval be given to proceed with traffic calming/management measures on Greenleach Lane. 

Estimated Cost

Approximately £50,000 to be funded from Block 3 Transport Capital Program for Local Safety Schemes 2004/5 allocations.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Planning and Housing
