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REPORT OF STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 19 JANUARY 2010

TITLE:
ROE GREEN LOOPLINE CYCLEWAY PHASE 5 - WALKDEN

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Lead Member for Planning:

1. Accepts the quotation from Tarmac Limited in the sum of £96,594.96 to carry out the improvement of pedestrian footway and cycleway facilities on the Roe Green Loop Line at Walkden; and 

2. Gives authority for the expenditure of £17,393.20 on Urban Vision fees associated with the improvement measures.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The purpose of this report is to seek authority to accept the quotation from Tarmac Limited, to carry out improvements to the pedestrian and cycling facilities on the Roe Green Loop Line at Walkden (between Tynesbank and Thornhill Drive), including authority for expenditure on Urban Vision fees.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
(Available for public inspection)

None
KEY DECISION:
YES 

1.0. BACKGROUND
1.1. At the meeting of the Lead Member on 15th September 2009, approval was given to the programme of Transport Capital Expenditure for 2009/10.

1.2. Included within the programme is an allocation for the improvement of pedestrian and cycling facilities on Roe Green Loop Line. Funding is now available to carry out Phase 5 of the project at Walkden, this covering the length of the Loop Line that extends from Tynesbank to Thornhill Drive (approximately 1,700 metres).

1.3. The proposed improvements to this section of the Loop Line cycleway would assist the school children using ‘Safer Routes to School’ who are attending Mesne Lea Primary School.

2.0. DETAILS
2.1. The scheme is intended to provide an improved surface using re-cycled road planing sub-base material for pedestrians and cyclists to use, until the permanent surface is provided. The improved surface is required because the existing surface is in a poor condition. The provision of an improved surface at this stage will assist cycle and pedestrian access to Mesne Lea Primary School. It is anticipated that the final surface of the new cycleway will be provided later this year, subject to finance being available.

2.2. The scheme comprises:

· site clearance including removing the existing  soft and muddy surface.

· overlaying the existing prepared surface with recycled road planings 100mm thick to provide a temporary combined 3.0 metre wide pedestrian and cycleway.

2.3. As part of the Re-thinking Construction Framework Agreement the schemes in the Block 3 Transport Capital Programme are allocated equally between the 3 civil engineering framework partners, based on value. Schemes up to a value of £100,000 are allocated as of right to Urban Vision Highway Services, schemes above £100,000 and below £2million are allocated to either Birse Civils Limited, or Tarmac Limited, based on either the complexity or type of work to be undertaken.

2.4. This scheme has been allocated to Tarmac Limited who have successfully carried out the previous 4 phases and are experienced in this type of work

3.0. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
3.1. The scheme will be funded from the Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2009/10.

3.2. The cost summary of the scheme is as follows:

Works     £96,594.96

Fees       £17,393.20

Total     £113,988.16
3.3. A detailed breakdown of the cost of the scheme is shown on the Tender Approval Pro Forma which is attached to the report.

3.4. The annual cost of routine maintenance (sweeping and litter picking) of these improved facilities will be provided when the final surface is provided in a later phase.  No maintenance costs will therefore be necessary at this stage.

4.0. CONCLUSION
4.1. The scheme will contribute to the improvements already made on previous phases of the loop line cycleway that runs from Little Hulton to Monton Green.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: To promote sustainable transport and to improve pedestrian / cycling facilities.

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: No equality issues are expected by the implementation of this scheme.

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2009/10.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  Provided by Ian Sheard Ext 3084

Approved for monitoring purposes.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Provided by Frank O’Brien Ext 2585

There is provision within the Block 3 Programme to build this scheme.
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: Provided by Annie Surtees Tel no 922-7341

The Environment Directorate supports this scheme and is pleased to see it go ahead in this area of the loop line that is in poor condition.  

CONTACT OFFICER: NIGEL WILCOCK

TEL. EXT: 4882

WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): WALKDEN SOUTH
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