	
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 19 SEPTEMBER 2005


TITLE:   Requests to remove the existing traffic calming features on Northumberland Street,

             Broughton.      

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That Lead Member notes the contents of this report and confirms the

                                       action proposed.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

                                                      Correspondence has been received from residents and councillors requesting the removal of traffic calming features (build-outs) on Northumberland Street between Norman Road and Rigby Street.  

The purpose of this report is to inform the Lead Member of these requests and if Northumberland Street is considered as a ‘top priority’ for road safety, even though the casualty figures are low, within the Community Committee area, then it may be considered for treatment in a future year’s programme of work.


BACKGROUND                

DOCUMENTS:                  Working files in Traffic & Transportation Section


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
            N/A

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: If Northumberland Street has a ‘top priority’ within the Area Community Committee, then it may be treated in future via Transport Capital Programme. An estimate cost for treatment is approximately £48,000.

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)

      1.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS                                                 Provided by:    N/A

      2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS                                           Provided by:    Nigel Dickens

CLIENT CONSULTED

YES

PROPERTY (if applicable):     
N/A

	


HUMAN RESOURCES  (if applicable)     N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER:
            SEAN FERNANDO  -  EXT  3723


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S):    
Broughton & Kersal


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
N/A                                                      


DETAILS (Continued overleaf)


Report

1. Traffic calming features (road humps, speed cushions, build-outs etc.) and a 20mph speed limit have been introduced on Northumberland Street as part of the area wide traffic calming scheme for ‘Broughton Park’ in May 2003. The attached plan illustrates the current layout of Northumberland Street. 
2. Speed surveys have recently been carried out at two locations on Northumberland Street. The resulting figures showed that the combined 24 hour average 85th percentile speed (i.e. the speeds up to which 85% of the vehicles travels in free flow conditions) was 27mph in the vicinity of Legh Road and 25mph in the vicinity of property number 94. Although these speeds are slightly high for a 20mph speed limit road the results are encouraging as the recorded speed was 35mph in the vicinity of Legh Road before the traffic calming features were installed.
3. An investigation in to the accident history for Northumberland Street revealed that there were 6 reported injury accidents in the 5-year period before the installation of traffic calming features in May 2003 and there have been 2 reported injury accidents since. Both accidents are reported as “slight” and this is a relatively   good accident record when compared to other similar sites in the City.
4. However, we have recently received correspondence relating to traffic congestion at the build-outs, particularly those in the vicinity of Machzikei Hadass Synagogue, and requests to remove them. In view of this, consultations have been carried out with local residents seeking their views on these build-outs. The results of the consultation as follows: - 

· The number of consultation documents distributed             =    98 

· The total number of return slips received                             =   31  (32%)

· The number of slips for the removal of the build-outs         =    29   (94%)     

· The number of slips for no changes                                     =     2   (6%)

5. We have also received further 35 return slips from worshipers who attend the Machzikei Hadass Synagogue in support of removal of the build-outs. These return slips have been photo copied by the Synagogue and distributed to the worshipers who live in surrounding areas.

6. Initial consultations with local fire station officers revealed that they are experiencing manoeuvrability problems on Northumberland Street during the evening time when synagogues are functioning.  

7. Estimated cost for removal of the existing build-outs is approximately £48,000.

Recommendation

8. In an attempt to be more ‘proactive’ we have approached the Community Committee Coordinators requesting that they include any issues of road safety concerns into their community action plans. If Northumberland Street is considered as a ‘top priority’ for road safety, even though the casualty figures are low, within the Community Committee area, then it may be considered for treatment in a future year’s programme of work.

Bill Taylor 

Managing Director, Urban Vision Partnership Ltd.

