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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 19 OCTOBER 2010
TITLE:
BROAD STREET FOOTBRIDGE REFURBISHMENT
RECOMMENDATION:
That Lead Member approves the award of the repair and refurbishment contract to FW Sherratt Contractors in the sum of £138,583.22.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Broad Street Footbridge provides pedestrian access across the A6 highway and is located close to the junction with Frederick Road. The bridge was damaged several years ago and a design and contract documents were prepared for the insitu repair of the bridge. 
Before the return of the tender documents, the bridge incurred severe structural damage for a second time when impacted by a load on a transporter vehicle. Because of the severity of the damage the bridge cannot now be repaired in its current position. Access and specialist propping requirements have dictated that the only course of action is to remove the main span to a suitable fabricator’s premises for repair.
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)
KEY DECISION:
YES 
DETAILS:
1.0    BACKGROUND

1.1 Broad Street Footbridge is located on the A6 near the junction with Frederick Road. It provides a valuable safe footway over the A6 and is heavily used by the public and students from the nearby Salford University campus.  
1.2 The main superstructure over the highway comprises a single steel box girder supported on steel columns positioned within the north and south footways. The main deck is accessed by steps and ramps at both ends of the bridge.
1.3 A refurbishment scheme had been prepared early in 2010 which included a requirement to repair vehicle damage caused several years ago. The documents had been sent to contractors for pricing when a further bridge strike occurred seriously damaging the girder at a location very close to the original impact. The impact damage rendered the bridge unsafe and, in order to ensure public safety, it was considered necessary to close the bridge until repaired.

1.4 The original scheme contract documents were therefore revised to allow for the more complex repair and the details and specification revised to clarify the requirement for transportation and repair off site.
1.5 The police were notified of the incident and have confirmed that the company involved had reported the accident. Steps are now in hand to recover the additional cost of the repair.
2.0 DETAILS
2.1 At the meeting of the Lead Member on 16th March 2010, approval was given to the proposed programme of Transport Capital Expenditure for 2010/2011. Included in the programme is an allocation for Broad Street Footbridge refurbishment.

2.2 Earlier in the year of 2010 the scheme was prepared for the general refurbishment of the bridge which works included a repair to the box girder which had previously incurred minor impact damage.

2.3 Tenders were returned but before the contract for the repair could be finalised, a further impact incident occurred causing serious damage. For reasons of public safety it was found necessary to close the bridge to pedestrians and to provide a diversion route.
2.4 The earlier damage could have been repaired insitu, however the recent damage proved so severe that it was considered necessary to make arrangements for the removal of the bridge to a location where the repair could more be undertaken and with less disruption to traffic. This is because the repair will involve cutting away a large area of damaged steelwork and the insertion and welding into position of a new steel plate. This would weaken the deck structure and extensive bespoke propping would be required from the highway below in order to secure the bridge during the repair works.

2.5 Following repair and painting off site, the bridge will be lifted back into its current position. 
2.6 The adjacent ramps and steps are also to be improved with new high visibility nosings, repainted and the deck provided with a new non slip surfacing. 
2.7 Tenders for target costs were sought from the following contractors in alphabetical order.

· A.E. Yates Limited

· Bethell Construction Limited

· F.W. Sherratt Limited

· Highway Services – Urban Vision Partnership Limited

· Hovington Ltd

· Manchester and Cheshire Construction Limited
2.3 Tenders were received from each of the above contractors ranging in value from £138,583.22 to £263,490.10.
2.4 The proposed scheme layout is detailed on the attached plans (HP/12609/01 and HP/12609/02 Rev A)

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
3.1 The scheme will be funded from the 2010/2011 Block 3 Transport Capital Programme.

	Year
	2010/11

£000’s
	2011/12

£000’s

	Works Cost 

Design &Supervision Fees
	137

27
	2

2

	Total
	164
	4


4.0 CONCLUSION

4.1
The works will enable the footbridge to be brought back into service and help restore the previous facility which assisted in contributing to pedestrian and highway safety. By carrying out the major repair work off site disruption to pedestrians and motorists will be kept to a minimum.
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

Road Safety.
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:-  

This footbridge ensures that vulnerable road users are able to cross the road in safety.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
The bridge is currently closed to pedestrians who are required to follow an inconvenient diversion route. Inevitably some pedestrians are crossing the road near the bridge where the risk of a pedestrian injury is high. The construction risk will be minimised since although removal of the bridge will create some technical difficulties, once removed from site the fabrication and other repair work can be undertaken in a specialist environment and this will also help minimise disruption to pedestrians and motorists.
SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
There is currently an allocation for the bridge repair project within the Block 3 Capital Works budget allocation. 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Tony Hatton – 0161 793 2904


Date Consulted: 23rd September 2010.
Comments: Approved for monitoring purposes. The tender process has been followed and the contractor appointed in accordance with procurement procedures and the Council Constitution for the award of the repair and refurbishment contract.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Peter Butterworth – 0161 922 8791

Date Consulted: 23rd September 2010
Comments: There is provision within the 2010-2011 Block 3 Transport Capital Programme for this scheme.


OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: None
CONTACT OFFICER:
Max Griffiths
TEL. NO.
4902
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Irwell Riverside, Broughton
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