



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE INFORMAL LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 12th JUNE 2006
______________________________________________________________

TITLE: UPDATE ON CONSERVATION AREA PROGRAMME

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

1) That Lead Member for Planning note the contents of the report

______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report has been prepared to update the Lead Member for planning on the conservation area programme and to introduce the programme to the recently appointed deputy Lead Member for Planning. 

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

Salford Conservation Area Programme, revision A, 9th March 2006

Adelphi Bexley Square conservation area, consultation programme

Barton Upon Irwell conservation area, consultation programme

Worsley Village conservation area, consultation programme

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low. Report for information only

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING:

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: N/A

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: N/A


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: N/A


PROPERTY: N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER: Perry Twigg - 0161 779 2499/779 6053

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): City wide

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

	1
	Background



	1.1
	The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 provides the current legislative framework for the designation of conservation areas.
A conservation area is defined as ‘an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’.

All planning authorities are required to determine which parts of their area merits conservation area status.  Salford currently has sixteen conservation areas varying in character from urban to former rural village.



	1.2
	In 2005 the Audit Commission introduced three new Best Value performance indicators in support of the planning legislation.
BV 219a
Identifies the total number of conservation areas in the local authority area.

BV 219b
Identifies the percentage of conservation areas in the local authority area with an up to date character appraisal.

BV219c
Identifies the percentage of conservation areas with published management proposals.



	2
	Progress



	2.1
	The city council is able to comply with BV 219a, as this is simply a case of counting up the conservation areas.


	2.2
	In relation to BV 219b, three draft pilot conservation area appraisals for Adelphi Bexley Square, Barton Upon Irwell and Worsley Village have been produced and reported to lead member. These are currently being amended to take on board internal comments and will be the subject of a consultation process as set down on the attached programmes.  A further conservation area appraisal has also commenced on the Cliff.



	2.3
	A 4/5 year rolling programme has been drawn up to cover the councils obligations in meeting all aspects of the best value performance indicator.  A copy of this programme is attached.  This work is being jointly delivered between the city councils design and heritage team and Urban Vision. A budget is currently in place to enable the year 1 programme to take place.  The year 1 reserve projects and subsequent years projects are subject to wider budgetary planning within the housing and planning directorate and funding being made available.



	3
	Recommendations



	3.1
	That Lead Member for Planning note the contents of the report




Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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