



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LIMITED

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

ON MONDAY 19th JUNE, 2006
______________________________________________________________

TITLE:  Decriminalised Parking Enforcement  (DPE) - Request for authority to invite tenders for a new enforcement contract and to appoint consultants to assist with the process.

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  1. That interested parties be invited to tender for a new DPE contract. 

2.That RTA Associates Limited be appointed as consultants to advise on specialist matters relating to the contract procurement. 

______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: As the current contract with Central 
Parking System (UK) Ltd. 

expires on the 1st April 2007, consideration now needs to be given to subsequent arrangements initially by advertising for interested parties to tender for a new contract.  As many aspects of DPE have changed since the Council introduced DPE and to ensure best practice, it is considered that it would be beneficial to appoint consultants experienced in this specialist field to assist with the process. 

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  1. Contract between the Council and Central  Parking System (UK) Limited. 

2. Written quotation from RTA Associates Limited.

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  The tender process is a necessary requirement for continued operation of the DPE scheme using contractors. The appointment of consultants would minimise risk of introducing a new contract inappropriate for the Council’s requirements. 

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  DPE

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  None – Advice from Mrs P Lewis.

______________________________________________________________

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS:  Use of consultants will ensure best advice provided in respect of new contract procurement.


PROPERTY:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES:  Specialist knowledge not available within existing resources.

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:  Mr William L Earnshaw, Group Engineer, Parking Services,

0161 779 4924.

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  All

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Local Transport Plan.

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.     Background

1.1  Decriminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) was introduced in Salford in April 2001 and a contract was awarded to Central Parking System (UK) Limited to provide on and off street enforcement for a period of five years, with the mutually agreeable option to extend it by one year.

1.2 The Council agreed to an extension in 2005 and the current contract will now   terminate on the 1st April, 2007.

2.   Current Situation.

2.1 Consideration is now be given to the procurement of a new contract and to comply with the Council’s Contractual Standing Orders, interested parties will need to be invited to tender for the contract. 

2.2 Although advice concerning the legal, financial and procedural implications of this process is available within the Council and the experience acquired from the existing contract has provided a sound understanding of DPE, various changes have taken place within the industry in relation to technology, additional enforcement functions and contract specification requirements.

2.3 To assist with the procurement process and to provide the appropriate specialist advice in relation to current and future civil enforcement functions the Council may wish to undertake, it is requested that consultants be appointed.

2.4 RTA Associates Limited were appointed as consultants to assist with the original contract and are still considered to be leaders in this field.

2.5 In compliance with Contractual Standing Orders, RTA Associates were invited to submit an informal quotation for their services in relation to assisting with the procurement of a new DPE contract. This has now been received and the fee quoted is £7,400.25p.

3.   Recommendations.

3.1 It is recommended that the procurement process should commence and that suitably qualified parties be invited to tender for a new DPE contract.

3.2 As the fee for RTA Associates consultancy services would be below the Council threshold of £10,000, there is no requirement under the current constitution to require three qotations from potential service providers. It is therefore recommended that they be appointed with immediate effect as consultants for this contract procurement.    

                                                                             Bill Taylor.                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                             Managing Director                                                                                                                                      

                                                                             Urban Vision Partnership Limited.                                                                                                            
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