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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 20th December 2004


TITLE :PROPOSED FOOTWAY RECONSTRUCTION WORKS ON PINE GROVE, MONTON


RECOMMENDATIONS : That the content of the report be noted.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :In view of the condition of the trees and the footways on Pine Grove, Monton it is proposed to carry out the necessary reconstruction works without further delay. Works will commence in January 2005 with an expected completion before the end of March 2005.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : (Available for public inspection)



A plan detailing the extent of the proposed footway reconstruction and the location of the trees affected by the proposals.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK : 

Medium

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS :

Highways Revenue

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED :


N/A

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED :

N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :

Stuart Whittle   0161 603 4038


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) :
Eccles


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :

Pledge 7 – Enhancing Life in Salford


1.0     BACKGROUND :
1.1
The tree roots on Pine Grove are causing excessive damage to the footway surfaces. This has resulted in the footways at several locations becoming uneven and dangerous. Additionally, vehicles driving and parking on the footways have compounded the damage.

1.2
The damage has continued over several years, and whilst we have tried to maintain the footways in a safe and adequate condition by carrying out minor repairs, the situation has now become untenable.

1.3
We are currently processing 3 personal injury claims for tripping accidents on Pine Grove. Settlement figures have not yet been ascertained and consequently we want to correct the defective footway surfaces as quickly as possible.
2.0
DETAIL :

2.1
Funding for a reconstruction scheme was made available last financial year and a letter seeking the residents’ views on the issue was sent. This resulted in an approach being made by several of the residents to the local 'Advertiser' newspaper. 

2.2
The City Council's Arboricultural Officers have identified that a number of highway trees need to be removed as part of the scheme. This is due to the fact that



a) Some trees are in poor condition and  


b) Some tree roots cannot be pruned without causing the trees to become


     unstable and dangerous.

2.3
Further details were provided to the residents identifying the trees affected (22 in number). Several telephone calls were received in respect of this matter and an initial public meeting was held to discuss the issues.

2.4
An independent arboricultural officer employed by several residents on Pine Grove agreed with the results of the original survey following a joint site inspection carried out on site by all relevant parties.

2.5
The possibility of implementing a tree replacement programme on Pine Grove has been investigated. The trial hole information obtained would indicate that replanting would be difficult due to the position of the Statutory Undertakers' apparatus.

2.6
It is intended to commence the reconstruction works early in the new calendar year. Footways will be reconstructed using new pre-cast concrete kerbs and bituminous macadam materials.

3.0
SUMMARY:

3.1
It is important that, in view of the condition of the trees and the footways on Pine Grove, Monton, that the necessary reconstruction works are carried out without further delay. Works will therefore January 2005 with an expected completion before the end of March 2005.

Malcolm Sykes 

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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