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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 
ON 22nd MARCH 2011
TITLE:
CONGESTION FUND
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Lead Member for Planning approves the expenditure of the £200,000 award from the Greater Manchester congestion fund on measures to improve pedestrian, cycling and public transport facilities along the A6 corridor (£182,000 works / £18,000 Fees).

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The purpose of this report is to seek authority to spend the £200,000 award from the Greater Manchester congestion fund on measures to improve pedestrian, cycling and public transport facilities along the A6 corridor.
It is intended that this funding should provide betterment to the previously approved A6 schemes.
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)
Report to Lead Member for Planning on 14th June

Chapel Street Project Highway and Public Realm Improvements and Crescent Traffic Calming - Design and Procurement Process

KEY DECISION:
YES 
1.0 REPORT
1.1 As part of the overall AGMA transport funding arrangements Salford City Council have previously been awarded £200,000 to spend on measures to improve pedestrian, cycling and public transport facilities along the A6 corridor.  This grant has been delivered from GMPTE as part of the Congestion award funding.
1.2 Lead Member may recall that earlier in the year (14th June) approval was granted to a number of schemes along the A6 corridor, namely:
· Chapel Street Project Highway and Public Realm Improvements and Crescent Traffic Calming - Design and Procurement Process.
1.3 Lead Member may also recall that there have previously been a number of briefings suggesting that these schemes might be improved with the addition of the above funds, as they have similar aims and objectives.

1.4 Officers have now identified a number of variations and improvements to the original scheme which have been discussed at some length with both GMPTE and First Manchester Buses.  Initially, First Buses did resolve to object to the proposals but then withdrew their objection before Panel finally approved the necessary Traffic Regulation Orders on 16th December 2010.
1.5 The purpose of this report is therefore to confirm Lead Member approval to spending the £200,000 grant on these additional works.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION

2.1 That the Lead Member for Planning approves the expenditure of the £200,000 award from the Greater Manchester congestion fund on measures to improve pedestrian, cycling and public transport facilities along the A6 corridor (£180,000 works / £20,000 Fees).

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Local Transport Plan.
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: The scheme will improve facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users and so particularly aid those without access to a car.  There would be no benefits for the blind but the scheme will not make conditions worse for them either.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Medium – failure to allocate and spend these monies correctly may result in clawback.
SOURCE OF FUNDING: Greater Manchester Congestion Grant Programme 2010/2011.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Tony Hatton ext 2904 - Should the additional works require further statutory orders to be made to allow works to be carried out, after receipt of instructions the proposals will be advertised in the usual statutory way and any objections received to any proposed permanent orders at that point (within 21 days of publication) which remain unresolved may be considered by the Transportation Regulatory Panel for a decision to be made.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Stephen Bayley Ext 2584
The works outlined in this report are fully funded by the Greater Manchester congestion fund. This will be incorporated into the overall highways monitoring regime to ensure spend is contained within budget. 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 
CONTACT OFFICER:
Steven Lee
TEL. NO.
0161 779 4871
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Ordsall and Irwell Riverside and Langworthy
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		Project

		Crescent Traffic Calming – Congestion Fund



		Location:

		The Crescent, Salford



		Contract Start Date

		April 2011



		Contract Duration

		12 weeks





		Contractor

		Urbanvision Highway Services



		Value

		£200,000



		Funding

		Greater Manchester congestion fund



		Description of Work

		The Crescent Traffic Calming scheme forms a key part of the Chapel Street vision that has been developed by Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company. This work facilitates the proposed works at Chapel Street through the diversion of traffic away from Chapel Street onto alternative routes by improving junction capacity at Broad Street, / Albion Way, and at Regent Road/Oldfield Road.


The works funded from the Greater Manchester congestion fund will improve pedestrian, cycling, and public transport facilities along the Crescent thereby assisting those without access to a car.
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Nigel Wilcock
Senior Engineer


Engineering Design


Tel
0161 779 4883
Fax
0161 779 6003
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