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	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION 



TO THE LEAD MEMBER OF PLANNING SERVICES 


ON 22ND May 2006 


TITLE : EAST ORDSALL LANE CANAL BRIDGE 

RECOMMENDATIONS : That the Council’s contribution to the widening of East Ordsall Lane Bridge in the sum of £195,375 be approved.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Existing East Ordsall Lane Canal Bridge is to be widened as part of the Middlewood Locks private development. Road widening is required partly to satisfy the terms of the planning consent and partly to enable a national cycle route to be built.  Additional design work has been undertaken in order to allow the disused canal beneath the bridge to be brought back into use. Funding is to be obtained from a variety of sources including Valley and Vale, British Waterways, ERDF and North West Development Agency in addition to the Council’s Transport Capital Programme.    


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : Advanced briefing note forwarded to Lead Member on 20th March 2006.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low (see Client Implications)

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: Transport Capital Programme 2006/2007 (Block 3).

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : P Lewis

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by : N Dickens

PROPERTY (if applicable):

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):

	


CLIENT CONSULTED: - Darren Findley.


CONTACT OFFICER : Stuart Molyneux Ext. 4903


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Ordsall.


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Enhancing life in Salford


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1. BACKGROUND

1.1
East Ordsall Lane Canal Bridge is a single carriageway road bridge that carries vehicles and pedestrians across the disused Manchester, Bury & Bolton Canal.

1.2
As part of the Middlewood Locks development, a short stretch of canal from the River Irwell is to be brought back into use. The canal will follow its original route under the Inner Relief Route dual carriageway and then under the Network Rail Viaduct. It will be recalled that enabling works for the canal were constructed as part of the Inner Relief Route.

1.3
If the opportunity is not seized now to connect the canal with the river the whole viability of the canal restoration would be put at risk.

1.4
The developer Valley and Vale, British Waterways and Salford City Council have worked together in order that the aspirations of all parties can be satisfied. Put simply, Valley and Vale require the waterway as a feature for their development and the City Council and British Waterways need the connection through the Middlewood Locks development in order to achieve the aspiration of restoring the full length of the canal.

1.5
The road has to be initially widened to satisfy the requirements of the planning consent for the Middlewood Locks development.  The road has had to be further widened to accommodate the National Cycle Route No.6.

1.6
Although the original bridge was owned by British Waterways, Salford City Council had carried out an earlier widening in 1937. Because of this, and because of the extensive cycling provision it is appropriate that a contribution to the costs should be made from the Transport Capital Programme.

1.7
The works are to be constructed by Birse Civils Limited who has been appointed by the Developer, Valley and Vale. It will be recalled that Birse are one of the recently appointed Council’s Constructor Partners for Highway Works.

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

2.1
The full estimated cost of the bridgeworks is £695,750. Of this sum, British Waterways are to pay £300,000 and the remaining cost is to be shared equally between Valley and Vale and Salford City Council.   The Council’s share is £195,375 plus supervision fees of £23,000.

2.2
The project has been included in and will be funded from the 2006/2007 Block 3 Transport Capital Programme.

3. CONCLUSION

3.1. The widening and refurbishment of East Ordsall Lane Canal Bridge will ensure that this asset is maintained in good order, will improve cycling provision, and improve the appearance of the highway structure and contribute to the long term, full restoration of the Manchester, Bury and Bolton Canal.  

Bill Taylor

Managing Director of Urban Vision 
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