	
	ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LIMITED



TO THE LEAD MEMBER PLANNING 

ON MONDAY 22nd AUGUST, 2005.


TITLE:     SUSPENSION OF PAY AND DISPLAY CAR PARKING IN ECCLES FOR THE ECCLES FESTIVAL ON SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2005


RECOMMENDATIONS:    THAT REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION OF PAY AND DISPLAY FEES BE REJECTED.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Salford City Council operate Pay & Display car parking in Eccles town centre.  A request has been received from the organising committee of the Eccles Friendship Festival to suspend charges on Saturday 10th September to encourage attendance at the event without visitors having to return to their cars or leave early to avoid receiving Penalty Charge Notices.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  None.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  Low.

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:  The loss of income and any associated costs would have to be borne by the revenue budget.  Although these are minimal in this instance the possibility of future losses through any precedents set could have a more detrimental impact.

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : N/A

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by : Nigel Dickens

PROPERTY (if applicable):

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):

	


CLIENT CONSULTED: Yes


CONTACT OFFICER:  Mr Ray Whitney, Parking Enforcement Officer 0161 793 3557


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): BARTON


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Local Transport Plan. 


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.
Backgound

1.1
Following the introduction of Decriminalised Parking within the City of Salford in April, 2001, a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) entitled THE CITY OF SALFORD,  (OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES AND CAR PARKS WITH DISABLED PARKING SPACES) ORDER 2002 was implemented to control use of Pay and Display car parks throughout the City.

1.2
Control of the car parks is achieved by way of a Pay and Display regime.

1.3 The Council provides patrols to enforce the regulations from 08:00 to 18:00 Monday to Saturday whilst fees resulting from the issue of Penalty Charge Notices for breaches of the TRO are retained by the Council.

2.
Current Position

2.1
A request has been received from the organising committee of the Eccles Friendship Festival to suspend charges on Saturday 10th September to encourage attendance at the event without visitors having to return to their cars or leave early to avoid receiving Penalty Charge Notices.

2.2 The Festival committee have requested suspension of Pay and Display car parking to encourage the public to attend the Festival site on Eccles Recreation ground on Oxford Street, which is approx ¾ mile from Eccles Town Centre.

2.3 The Council currently receives somewhere in the region of £425.00 in fees every Saturday throughout all car parks in Eccles.  This would be lost if suspension were to be approved.  There would also be additional costs for advertising the suspension in the local press.

2.4  Current fees on Eccles car parks are as follows: Eccles Precinct, John William St, Eccles Multi storey. 0-3 Hours 70p, 3-4 Hours £1.50, 4-6 Hours £2.00 over 6 Hours £5.00. Irwell Place, St Mary’s Road, 0-3 Hours 70p over 3 Hours £2.00

3.
Recommendation.

3.1 That the request be rejected on the following grounds:

· The organisers have requested suspension primarily on John William St but it is the opinion of Parking Services that all car parks would have to be suspended on the day to avoid confusion with the general public (Irwell Place is the closest car park to the Festival site).

· The nearby Morrison’s store operates a large Pay and Display car park, which is no longer, enforced by the Council and therefore the public may mistakenly believe that this is also free.

· Currently the Council waiver parking charges on only the two previous Saturday’s to Christmas. Such a decision if approved would create a precedent for future events held throughout the City and would result in a loss of revenue from the car parks on the day of the event.

· The Council are promoting ‘green travel’ to actively encourage the use of public transport by which the Festival site is served.

Bill Taylor

Managing Director

Urban Vision Partnership Ltd.

