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REPORT OF STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING AT HIS MEETING
ON 7th February 2011
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PROPERTY AT HIS MEETING
ON Tuesday 25th January 2011
TITLE:
SURPLUS PROPERTY – SITE OF ROSEHILL BUNGALOW, SOUTH RADFORD STREET, LOWER KERSAL, SALFORD.
RECOMMENDATION:
That the Lead Member for Housing approves the following:
1. 
That the site of Rosehill Bungalow is surplus to the council’s housing requirements.
That the Lead Member for Property approves the following:

1. 
That the site of Rosehill Bungalow should be transferred to the Environment Directorate.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The former Rosehill Bungalow was badly vandalised and fire damaged and has now been demolished. The site is no longer considered suitable for housing purposes and it is recommended that it be declared surplus to housing requirements. 
Due to its location, planning restrictions and the current state of the property market there is no development potential in the site and it is recommended that the site be transferred to the Environment Directorate.

The Environment Directorate have agreed to incorporate the site into the adjacent Kersal Vale Local Nature reserve subject to the site being left in a satisfactory condition. 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection) 
KEY DECISION:
NO 
DETAILS:
1. 
TITLE

SURPLUS PROPERTY - SITE OF ROSEHILL BUNGALOW, SOUTH RADFORD STREET, LOWER KERSAL, SALFORD.
2. 
BACKGROUND

The former Rosehill Bungalow, was a miscellaneous stand alone residential council property, situated in the Kersal Dale Local Nature Reserve. It was vacated in November 2008 and thereafter suffered extensive vandalism and fire damage due to its isolated location. The property was recently identified as a Health and Safety risk as well as a blight on the area and it was demolished in December 2010.

3.  INFORMATION
Urban Vision’s advice has been sought on the future use of the site and in particular whether there is any redevelopment potential. They have advised that in the current market it would be difficult to dispose of such an isolated site. Furthermore, there are severe planning restrictions on the potential development of the site.  

The best use of the site is considered to be incorporation into the surrounding Kersal Dale Local Nature Reserve.
4. 
PROPOSALS
Discussions have taken place with the Environment Directorate with a view to transferring management and control of the site to them and incorporating the cleared site into the Kersal Dale Local Nature Reserve. This proposal is acceptable to the Environment Directorate, provided that the site is cleared and is in a satisfactory condition prior to the transfer.
5. 
CONCLUSION
The site is no longer suitable for Housing purposes and therefore the Lead Member for Housing is requested to declare the building surplus to requirements. 
Because of the location of the property and the planning restrictions on its redevelopment the site has no viable development potential and should therefore be transferred to the Environment Directorate. The Lead Member for Property’s approval is required to this proposal. 

The Lead Member for Environment has given his approval to this proposed transfer and the incorporation of the site into the adjacent Kersal Dale Local Nature Reserve.
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Asset Management Plan
COMMUNITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: The most effective use of the Council’s assets impacts on the community and community groups.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK: LOW 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:  N/A
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by Norman Perry Ext 2325
No investigation of title has taken place, but subject to confirmation that there are no issues raised as a result of a title investigation, there should be no legal implications with the proposed course of action.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by Stephen Bayley Ext 2584

The cost of the site clearance work was charged to Salix. Thereafter, the Environment Directorate will be responsible for any ongoing maintenance of the site, the cost of which will be met from existing budgets from the Environment Directorate. 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: Environment Directorate. No adverse comments received.
CONTACT OFFICER:
Russ Nutter
TEL. NO.
2321
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Kersal and Charlestown
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Dated: 23/12/2010

SUBJECT : PRESS RELEASE FOR DEMOLITION OF THE FORMER ROSEHILL BUNGALOW AND INCORPORATION OF THE SITE INTO THE KERSAL VALE LOCAL NATURE RESERVE, SOUTH RADFORD STREET, SALFORD. 

The former Rosehill Bungalow was vacated in late 2008. Thereafter, despite extensive security measures the building was badly vandalised and fire damaged, creating a Health and Safety risk. The building was therefore recently demolished. 


Since then consideration has been given to the possible development of the site for various purposes. However, because of the sites isolated location and the planning restrictions on it, it is not longer considered suitable for re-development. 

It has therefore been agreed with Environment Services that as the site is situated in the Kersal Vale Local Nature reserve, the land will be transferred to their control and incorporated into the adjacent Kersal Vale Local Nature reserve.


