	PART 1


	ITEM NO.



REPORT OF

THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LIMITED



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING  

ON  24TH APRIL 2006


TITLE : WALKDEN MONUMENT, MANCHESTER ROAD, WALKDEN.

RECOMMENDATIONS :


That Lead Member approval is given to

1 The sale of vacant land at the junction of Manchester and Bolton Roads, Walkden.

2 The restoration of the Walkden Monument as set out in the report (estimated cost £40k)

3 Approval to go to sale by auction at a realistic reserve price.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
Receipts from this disposal will enable the restoration of the monument and the balance will generate a capital receipt for the Council


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :  Report to Planning and Development services dated 23/3/1999.

 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:          Low




	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Proceeds from the sale coupled with monies raised by the       

                                               Walkden Rotary Club.(£6k) will be used to renovate the

                                               Monument with the balance providing a significant capital

                                               Receipt to the Council.          



	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Title report obtained, no 


                                                                                   Significant problems.Provided

                                                                                   By Norman Perry.

 2 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS                                  A valuable net receipt will be

                                                                                   obtained for the Council.

3 PROPERTY                                                            The report deals with the property

                                                                                   implications.

CONTACT OFFICER                Richard Toole 0161 779 6089    


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
WALKDEN NORTH


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:      N/A


1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this report is to create a valuable net receipt for the Council while enabling the restoration of the Walkden Monument.

2 BACKGROUND

The Monument is situated adjacent to St Paul’s churchyard fronting Manchester Road. For about 6 years a group led by the Walkden Rotary Club have been trying to raise funds to move the monument onto a parcel of Council owned land at the junction of Manchester and Bolton Roads but the cost of £130,000 could not be raised by public subscription.

Recently a meeting was held with interested parties to see if a solution could be found as public subscription had only raised £6,000 and there were concerns that the proposed new location, adjacent to the Stocks Hotel, could become a magnet for vandals and drinkers.

All representatives were reasonably happy with the present location as this is in the corner of the churchyard and only 300 yards from the proposed location. However concerns were expressed that the fabric of the monument and its surroundings were deteriorating and unless remedial and preventative works were undertaken, this deterioration would accelerate.

3 COSTS

Costings have been obtained and the monument could be fully restored for £40,000 plus VAT. The £6,000 already raised would be donated to the restoration with the Council paying the balance offset against funds received from the sale of the site at the junction of Manchester and Bolton Roads. This site is likely to achieve considerably more than the cost of restoration of the Monument if sold in the open market.

4 RECOMMENDATION

The site at the junction of Manchester and Bolton Roads extends to 0.4 acres and has remained undeveloped since the 1960’s apart from a number of advertising hoardings let on a short term licence. The site is centrally situated and its redevelopment would compliment and enhance the centre of Walkden. 

In planning terms the site is considered suitable for mixed use development, possibly including leisure,office and residential elements.

It is proposed that the site be sold at auction for the following reasons

The sale would be fully competitive and could be arranged quickly.

Proceeds are normally available within 28 days of the successful bid

A new development on the site would create inward investment and employment opportunity

A condition of sale that the site should be redeveloped within 2 years of sale completion could be included.

A valuable receipt would be obtained for the Council.

CONCLUSION

Sale of the site would enable the Monument to be restored and provide a capital receipt for the Council. 
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