	Part  1 (Open to the public)


	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PROPERTY ON MONDAY 25 MAY 2010
TITLE:
SURPLUS PROPERTY – THE SKILLS CENTRE, BUILE HILL PARK, ECCLES OLD ROAD, SALFORD
RECOMMENDATION:
That the Lead Member for Property approves:
1. That, subject to the re-location of Salford Consortium, the Buile Hill Skill’s Centre is to be reappropriated to the Environment Directorate, who will in turn share the accommodation with the Community Health & Social Care directorate. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The property is located in Buile Hill Park adjacent to the Environment Services’ Depot and Community and Social Care’s Garden Centre.

It has been declared surplus to the operational requirements of the Salford Consortium and the Childrens’ Services Directorate. 

All directorates have been advised of the availability of the property and both the Environment Services and Community Health and Social Care directorates have expressed an interest in occupying it, on a shared basis.  

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection) 

Option appraisal form sent to One Council Management Team members for consideration on the 21st April 2010
KEY DECISION:
NO 
DETAILS:
BACKGROUND

The Salford Consortium is proposing to vacate the Skills Centre within Buile Hill Park and transfer services to its other premises on Liverpool Street. This move is due to take place in July / August 2010 following completion of an improvement scheme to make Liverpool Street suitable for its extended use. The re-use of the vacated premises in Buile Hill Park needs to be considered and agreed.

DETAILS

Environment Services has expressed an interest in the building to set up their proposed visitor centre, along with other building functions they currently have in the park i.e. offices, mess-room and toilets, in the Skills Centre, at a cost within budget. 

Discussions have already taken place with Community Health & Social Care regarding this proposal as Environment would like to share the Skills Centre, which is more then adequate for their purposes. CH&SC are keen to share as they have a number of possible uses for the building either in connection with the adjacent garden centre, the park or for general community purposes, which would be compatible with Environment’s occupation.
CONCLUSION

Assuming the proposed Salford Consortium move takes place; consideration should be given to locating the proposed Buile Hill Park visitor centre, along with other Environment and Community Health & Social Care functions, in the Skill’s Centre. This would resolve the visitor centre issue as well as other Environment and Community Health & Social Care service accommodation issues within the park. 

As the Environment directorate is the land holder of the park and will be the main user of the Skills Centre, the control and management of the facility will rest with that directorate. 

The option would be financed by the council from existing funding and would not be reliant on the Buile Hill Park Mansion proposals. It would also be considerably cheaper than the original visitor centre proposal. 
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: N/A
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: 
The delivery of services in a co-located way acts in the best interests of the residents of the City.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK: LOW 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:  From within existing budgets.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Ian Sheard  Ext  3084

There are no adverse legal implications arising out of this report.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS    Stephen Bayley Ext 2584
The proposed option of transferring the Skills Centre to the Environment Directorate will be funded from within existing Environment Directorate resources. 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: All Directorates consulted. No adverse comments received.
CONTACT OFFICER:
Russ Nutter
TEL. NO.
2321
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Langworthy
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Dated: 28/04/2010


PRESS RELEASE – Salford Skills Centre proposals


Salford Consortium is proposing to vacate the skills centre within Buile Hill Park in order to consolidate its services to its premises on Liverpool Street. This move is due to take place in July / August 2010.


The Skills Centre is situated adjacent to Environment Services’ Depot and Community and Social Care’s Garden Centre. Both these directorates have expressed an interest in occupying the Skills Centre when it is vacated.


Various uses are being considered including a new visitor centre, along with other Environment and Community Health & Social Care functions, in the Skill’s Centre.  


This proposal will be financed by the council from existing funding and would not be reliant on other proposals for the park. It would also be considerably cheaper option than original proposals for a visitor centre in the park. 


This proposal will be considered by the Lead Member for Property at his meeting on the 10th May 2010.
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