



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 22nd JANUARY 2007
______________________________________________________________

TITLE: PROPOSAL TO DESIGNATE NEW BARRACKS CONSERVATION AREA

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That Lead Member approves the proposal to designate a conservation area at New Barracks Estate to be taken forward, and that the preparation of a detailed conservation area appraisal followed by full stakeholder consultation be built into the conservation area review programme.

______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: This report sets out an initial appraisal of the New Barracks Estate and proposes that a detailed appraisal be carried out with a view to the designation of a conservation area.

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

· Report to Planning Lead Member 22nd January 2007: Conservation Area Designation Criteria

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: N/A

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS; Funding will need to be sourced for appraisal and consultation; it is likely this can be met from Planning Delivery Grant or the LDF budget

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: Full consultation with stakeholders will be carried out following the preparation of a detailed appraisal 


VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS:  N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS:  N/A


PROPERTY:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER: Liz Dobson, Strategic Conservation Officer  x2503

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Ordsall

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: N/A

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.0  Background
1.1  Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires local planning authorities to designate as conservation areas any areas which appear to them to be of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

1.2  Representations in favour of the designation of a conservation area  made by the New Barracks Tenant Management Co-operative resulted in a report being taken to the Technical Coordination Group in July 1999. This concluded that the extent of alterations carried out to the properties as part of the 1980s comprehensive refurbishment of the estate precluded the area from designation.

1.3  A re-appraisal of the estate has been carried out in the light of the conservation area designation criteria being submitted to Lead Member for approval today:

· areas should include buildings and spaces of special architectural and/ or townscape merit 

· areas should possess special qualities which contribute to local distinctiveness and sense of place

· areas should be representative of the historic, social and/ or economic development of the city

· areas should have largely unspoilt character and appearance 

2.0 Special Architectural and Historic Interest of New Barracks Estate

2.1 New Barracks Estate was built 1900-1904 on the site of the early 19th Century Infantry Barracks in Ordsall. The Estate was Salford Corporation’s first local authority housing scheme, and was notable for its far-sightedness in terms of housing quality and community provision. A public hall was originally planned on the site of Regent Square. This was never built, but social provision in the form of Salford Girls’ Institute (lost in wartime bombing), Salford Lads’ Club and St. Ignatius’ Church was made in an early example of co-operation between the local authority and private individuals. These buildings were constructed on land belonging to the Corporation; the Lads’ Club (1903) at the expense of brewers J G and W G Groves, and St. Ignatius (1900) under the patronage of Lord Egerton of Tatton.

2.2 The design of the Estate was the outcome of a competition held in 1899. The winning scheme was submitted by the Manchester architect, Henry Lord, who was responsible for a number of buildings in Salford, including the former Technical Institute, Salford Royal Hospital, Salford Museum and Art Gallery and the building which now houses the Working Class Library, as well as Salford Lads’ Club. Another notable local architect, Alfred Darbyshire, designed St. Ignatius Church.
2.3 The original housing scheme comprised 353 houses and 32 shops, sited along streets laid out by the Corporation in a formal layout focused around Regent Square. The architectural style selected by Lord was an economical form of the then-popular Queen Anne style, using red brick and a variety of shaped gables to create an architecturally harmonious layout which placed the various classes of houses in uniform terraces. Bay windows were a feature of Class 3 houses; these were the most generously planned and highly specified dwellings, having a parlour, living room, scullery, three bedrooms and an internal bathroom.
2.4  Modernisation of the housing stock in 1959 involved the addition of single storey brick extensions, followed by further modifications in 1976. During the 1990s considerable alterations were carried out to the Estate to improve the condition of the building fabric, enhance security and surveillance within the estate and provide car parking and private gardens for residents. Comprehensive refurbishment included rebuilding of walling, replacement of windows and doors, the demolition of several terraces and the restoration of Regent Square Gardens. St. Ignatius Church and Salford Lads’ Club also underwent repair during this period, culminating in the listing of the Lads’ Club in 2003. Although almost certainly of listable quality, St. Ignatius Church remains unlisted. 

2.5  Despite the alterations carried out during the course of these important modernisation works, it is considered that the New Barracks Estate has maintained much of its original architectural appearance and character, and remains a clearly legible planned model estate dating from the early years of the 20th Century. Its special interest lies in its importance in the social history of the city as Salford’s first public housing scheme and as an early example of town planning, built by locally significant architects. The area contains individual buildings of special architectural interest in the form of Salford Lads’ Club and St. Ignatius Church, and as a whole comprises planned townscape with special merit and a distinctive sense of place.

3.0 Recommendations

3.1  That Lead Member approves the proposal to designate a conservation area at New Barracks Estate to be taken forward, and that the preparation of a detailed conservation area appraisal followed by full stakeholder consultation be built into the conservation area review programme.
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