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	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


On

27th March 2006


TITLE :   Agreement with First Manchester Limited – Bus Punctuality

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

That authority be given to the Director of Housing and Planning to enter into a data-sharing Agreement with First Manchester Limited in respect of Bus Punctuality, such agreement only being entered into following consultation with the Deputy Director for Customer and Support Services and City Solicitor. 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : 

 First Manchester Limited have approached a number of Local Authorities within the Greater Manchester area in order to enter into a Data Sharing Agreement. The aim of the agreement is to support any Punctuality Improvement Plan that is implemented. Contact has been made with colleagues in all the Greater Manchester districts to ensure there is some acknowledgement of this agreement affecting more that one administrative boundary.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)


Draft Data Sharing Agreement –received by Salford City Council from First Manchester  Limited


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: Not applicable

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Richard Lester ext 2129

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Steven Bayley ext: 2584

	


CONTACT OFFICER : Pauline Lewis ext : 2838


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) All Wards


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Enhancing life In Salford, giving an improved service and encouraging sustainable transport


DETAILS:


First Manchester Limited have approached a number of Local Authorities within the Greater Manchester area in order to enter into a Data Sharing Agreement.  The agreement is to ensure that there is provision in place when Punctuality Improvement Plans are implemented thus enabling the parties to share relevant information without the concern that the information would be used for any purpose other than the Punctuality Improvement Plan. 


The Company have provided a draft agreement for consideration and the Deputy Director for Customer and Support Services and City Solicitor has reviewed the agreement and consulted with colleagues in other Greater Manchester authorities to ensure that there is some consistency in the responses. Issues such as Freedom of Information and the Data Protection Act have been considered when submitting initial comments to the Company. 

The draft as submitted to the Council was prepared by the Company in consultation with the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive and Manchester City Council.  The GMPTE and Manchester City Council have already entered into an agreement of this sort with the Company. 


In the Traffic Management Act 2004 a requirement was placed on Local Authorities to appoint a ‘Traffic Manager’ as a statutory post, Steven Lee, who is seconded to Urban Vision, currently holds this post. The Bus Partnership Forum (which includes representation from the Local Government Association) has set out guidance on Bus Punctuality Improvement Partnerships and includes obligations for bus operators, Local Transport Authorities and Passenger Transport Executives. Within the guidance (section 5.2) refers to a draft Network Management duty, linked to the Traffic Management Act 2004 and there are clear links to suggest that where necessary local transport authorities should work with relevant parties in formulating and implementing any improvement plan for bus punctuality.  

The Company have undertaken presentations for the Passenger Transport Authority and Bolton MBC, Bury MBC, Oldham MBC, Tameside MBC, Wigan MBC. Other authorities are in discussion with the Company.

Clearly to support sustainable transport within the City and more broadly within the Greater Manchester area people must be encouraged to use public transport, punctuality is very much an issue for users of these services and the sharing of relevant information in line with the draft agreement would be one contribution that the Council could make to this process.

Authority is therefore sought to enter into the agreement once negotiations have been completed.
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