



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 22nd January 2007

_____________________________________________________________

TITLE: CONSERVATION AREA DESIGNATION CRITERIA

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That Lead Member approve the conservation area designation criteria set out in Para. 2.2 of the attached report.

___________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: This report sets out the Council’s responsibilities for the designation of conservation areas, and proposes that designation criteria be adopted as set out in Para.2.2 of the attached report.

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: English Heritage (2006) Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals

____________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low. Formally approved designation criteria will strengthen the legal status of conservation areas.

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: N/A

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS; N/A


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A


VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: N/A


PROPERTY: N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:  Liz Dobson, Strategic Conservation Officer  x2503

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All Wards

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: N/A

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.0 Background
1.1 Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires local planning authorities to designate as conservation areas any areas which appear to them to be of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

1.2 Salford currently has 16 conservation areas. These are the subject of a 2-3 year review programme in order to satisfy new Best Value Performance Indicators set by the Audit Commission. As part of this programme, the appropriateness of existing conservation area boundaries is being re-appraised. 

1.3 Guidance on conservation area boundary review is available from English Heritage (2006). The removal of conservation area status can be an appropriate course of action where alterations and redevelopments since designation have resulted in the loss of the special architectural or historic character that the original designation was designed to protect and enhance. Conversely, tightly-drawn boundaries may require extending to reflect the need to protect an area’s setting, to take advantage of new planning controls or respond to present development pressures, or to reflect new attitudes to architecture or advances in knowledge of the history of an area.

2.0 Designation Criteria

2.1 It is considered desirable to adopt formal criteria against which boundary review and the designation of new conservation areas can be assessed. 

2.2 In judging the suitability of an area as a conservation area, the following criteria should be applied:

· areas should include buildings and spaces of special architectural and/ or townscape merit 

· areas should possess special qualities which contribute to local distinctiveness and sense of place

· areas should be representative of the historic, social and/ or economic development of the city

· areas should have largely unspoilt character and appearance 

3.0 Recommendation

3.1 That Lead Member approve the conservation area designation criteria set out in Para. 2.2 above.
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