



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 29th AUGUST 2007.                  
______________________________________________________________

TITLE:    CAR PARKING CHARGES

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That approval be granted to:

       1. Increase Off-Street Car Parking Charges within the City of Salford.

2. Introduce charges to the Worsley Court House off-street car park.

3. Introduce charges for general public use of the Civic Centre Visitors Car Park on    

    Saturdays.         

______________________________________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: As it is now over four years since off-street car parking charges were increased in the City, it is proposed that these charges be increased. It is further proposed that charging be introduced to the off-street car park at Worsley Court House and on Saturdays at the Civic Centre Visitors Car Park. ______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:   Failure to increase charges required to keep pace with inflation, increased maintenance and running costs of car parks would jeopardise the Councils ability to maximise revenue from the Council’s assets and achieve approved budget efficiencies.  

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  Parking Budget/Decriminalised Parking Enforcement ______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: It should be remembered that these increases have already been considered as part of the budget process for 2007/08 and the assumptions for increased income have been built into the approved budget. 

(Nigel Dickens.)

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  No issues (Jeanette Williams)

______________________________________________________________

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:  N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: Increased charges are intended to maximise revenue potential.


PROPERTY:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES:  N/A

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:  Mr William L Earnshaw, Group Engineer, Parking Services,

0161 779 4924.

_____________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  All

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Local Transport Plan.

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.     Background

1.1 As it is four years since parking charges were increased in Salford, it is now an opportune time to consider increasing those charges to keep abreast of inflation and meet increasing maintenance and repair costs.

1.2 Opportunities also exist to introduce charges on current free car parks to     maximise the revenue potential from Council facilities.

2.  Proposed Charge Increases.

2.1   It is proposed to increase charges as follows:

                                                 Current Charges    Suggested Charge     Increase 

Salford and Swinton Car Parks:                                                                                                   

                               0 – 2 hours:              70p                      £1.00                      30p

                               Over 2 hours:      £2.00p                      £2.50                      50p

Eccles Car Parks:

John William Street, Precinct and Apron:

                                0 – 3 hours:             70p                       £1.00                      30p

                                3 – 4 hours:        £1.50p                       £2.00                      50p 

                                4 – 6 hours:        £2.00p                       £2.50                      50p

                                Over 6 hours:     £5.00p                  (No change) 

Irwell Place and St Marys Road:

                                0 – 3 hours:             70p                       £1.00                     30p 

                                Over 3 hours:     £2.00p                       £2.50                     50p

Annual Contract Parking:

All car parks:                                £230 (£270.25 inc VAT)     £280 (plus VAT)   £50.00 

3. Introduction of Car Park Charges

3.1 In order that the potential for revenue generation of the Council’s parking facilities can be maximised, it is proposed that parking charges be introduced on the following car parks:

· Worsley Court House

· Civic Centre Visitors (Saturday use.)

3.2 Worsley Court House car park is a forty-one space well used surface level facility providing parking for motorists visiting nearby premises, the Worsley Woods Country Park and commuters using the adjacent motorway wishing to car share.

3.3 Modification of the car park may be required to ensure its compliance with the  Disability Discrimination Act, 2005 in terms of access and at least two spaces would need to be created for such use, reducing general capacity by three spaces.

3.4 It is proposed to install one solar powered Pay and Display machine at this  location, introducing the following charging regime between 0800 and 1800 hours, Monday to Friday:

     First ½ hour:            Free  (To allow short term visits to local businesses) 

     0 to 2 hours:            £1.00

     Over 2 hours:          £2.50

3.5 Charging was introduced on the Civic Centre Visitors Car Park approximately two   

       years ago in order that it may be more effectively managed. 

3.6 These charges only apply between Monday and Friday but since this step was  taken, the owners of the Swinton Shopping Precinct have introduced charges on the shopping centre car park.  

3.7 This has displaced some motorists onto the Civic Centre Visitors car park and it is proposed to offer public parking on Saturdays between 0800 and 1800 hours, introducing additional charges on that day only, at the following rates:  

                    0 – 2 hours:               £1.00

                    Over 2 hours:            £2.50

4. Financial Considerations

4.1 Off street income from the Councils Pay and Display car parks during the     2006/07 financial year was in the region of £380,000.

4.2 Motorists’ reluctance to pay extra parking charges could initially result in a reduction of up to 20% demand but this would decrease over time as the increased charges became more acceptable.

4.3 The proposed increases in charges for daily rates represent an average increase of 30% overall and together with the proposals for contract parking, could potentially realise an increase in income of some £80,000 in the first year of operation.

4.4 It is difficult to estimate potential income from the Worsley Court House car park  but current use would suggest there is a demand for the facility which could realise £20K per annum.

4.5 Set up costs would consist of the acquisition of a pay and display machine, signing, lining and the introduction of a Traffic Regulation Order which would amount to approximately £5,000. Additionally, as previously alluded to, an assessment of disabled access arrangements would have to be made which could increase these costs.

4.6 It is similarly difficult to estimate the level of income which could be raised from the Civic Centre Visitors car park should Saturday parking be introduced but parking demand for the nearby Church Street car park indicates that it would be well used. Potentially, an additional £7.25K annually could be raised in revenue from this car park should this proposal be introduced. 

4.7 Set up costs would include those associated with a variation to the Traffic Regulation Order and amendment to the signage but there is already a machine on site which would only require software reprogramming. Total costs for this site should be in the region of £2000.

5.   Recommendations      

5.1 It is recommended that off-street parking charges be increased in line with the proposals made in this report.

5.2 It is also recommended that charging be introduced on the Worsley Court House car park and for general use on Saturdays at the Civic Centre Visitors car park. 
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